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Here at Barrington Stoke we’re all about cracking reading. 
From our shapely font that promotes character recognition 
to our tinted paper that is easier on the eyes, everything 
about our books is calculated to break down the barriers that 
can prevent young people growing a love of reading – from 
dyslexia to visual stress, language issues to simple reluctance. 

Of course, you don’t need to be a reluctant or struggling 
reader to enjoy our books. This season we have an incredible 
range of stories from the best authors and illustrators 
anywhere. We have stories to warm the heart, chill the spine 
and tickle your funny bone. We’ve also got plenty of food for 
thought.

We hope you enjoy the catalogue – and here’s to more books 
more children can read.

See below for a quick checklist of the features of our books 
that help you match the right read to the right reader.
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Michael Rosen

w ith illustrations by Nicola O’Byrne

LITTLE GEMS

Stunning chapter books by big authors 
for little readers, with easy-read font & paper

PICTURE SQUIRRELS

Gorgeous picture books with added 
support for parents with dyslexia

JULSEP

When Dread Cat promises that the 
war between Cat and Mouse is over, 
the mice rejoice. They need live in fear 
no longer and, what’s more, Dread 
Cat promises every mouse a piece of 
cheese every night. Whatever could 
go wrong?

Ferocious Captain Firebeard 
and the crew of the Horrible 
Haddock rule the high seas. But 
the dastardly pirates meet their 
match when they kidnap a feisty 
girl called Molly as she sails to 
visit her granny. But Molly refuses 
to cower in fear. She knows 
something the pirates don’t – the 
real pirate to fear is none other 
than Barbarous Bertha – Molly’s 
own mum!

Witty, lively and full of fun, this cat-
and-mouse tale for young readers 
from the former Children’s Laureate 
is full of clever wordplay, and is 
brought to life by Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize winner Nicola 
O’Byrne (Open Very Carefully).

International bestseller Cornelia 
Funke and rising picture book 
star Kasia Matyjaszek (I am a 
Very Clever Cat) join forces in a 
laugh-out-loud swashbuckling 
adventure that celebrates 
empowered girls everywhere. Title: Dread Cat | Author: Michael Rosen

Illustrator: Nicola O’Byrne | 978-1-78112-588-5 | £6.99
Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm

Title: Molly Rogers, Pirate Girl | Author: Cornelia Funke
Illustrator: Kasia Matyjaszek | 978-1-78112-692-9 | £6.99
Picture Squirrels 3+ | Colour | PB | 32pp | 274 x 244mm

‘an amusing text with its 
surprise denouement’

Books for Keeps

Cornelia Funke Kasia Matyjaszek
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Emma is to sleep in cousin Annie’s old 
attic bedroom in Great Aunt Win’s 
house. But when bedtime comes, she 
starts to feel nervous. Her brother 
Joe insists that the room is haunted. 
Could he be right? Emma must face 
her fears and uncover the mystery 
behind the haunting of Annie’s room. 

A wonderfully atmospheric and 
tender ghost story from the late 
Carnegie Medallist (Tom’s Midnight 
Garden), firmly rooted in the classic 
children’s fiction tradition, with 
gorgeous full-colour artwork by 
rising star Cate James.

Title: Nellie Choc-Ice, Penguin Explorer | Author: Jeremy Strong
Illustrator: Jamie Smith | 978-1-78112- 721-6 | £6.99
Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp |168 x 126mm

Title: The Ghost in Annie’s Room | Author: Philippa Pearce
Illustrator: Cate James | 978-1-78112- 685-1 | £6.99
Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm

Plucky young penguin Nellie goes on 
an epic adventure when her iceberg 
floats off towards the North Pole. 
Nellie needs all her wits about her to 
outsmart a steady stream of hungry 
creatures who reckon she looks like a 
tasty treat. Will Nellie ever find her 
way home? 

A hilarious Little Gem from Jeremy 
Strong, the master of comic writing 
for children, with character-packed 
illustrations from Jamie Smith.

I l lust rated by Jamie Smith

Over 

250,000 
Barrington Stoke 

Jeremy Strong 
books sold

LITTLE GEMS

Stunning chapter books by big authors 
for little readers, with easy-read font & paper
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LITTLE GEMS

Stunning chapter books by big authors 
for little readers, with easy-read font & paper

AUG

More from Jeremy Strong 

in the Little Gems

JUL

Penguin Explorer

Title: The Genius Aged 8 1/4 | Author: Jeremy Strong | Illustrator: Jamie Smith
978-1-78112-555-7 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm
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Anthony McGowan
With illustrations by Chris Riddell

Mint Choc Chip
at the Market Café

I Killed
Father Christmas

LITTLE GEMS

Stunning chapter books by big authors 
for little readers, with easy-read font & paper

LITTLE GEMS

Stunning chapter books by big authors 
for little readers, with easy-read font & paper

OCTOCT

Priya loves helping out at the stall her 
family have run for donkey’s years. But 
one day she meets Stan. His dad sells 
everything from dog treats to fish 
tanks – just like the Sharma family! 
Priya is horrified, but Nana-ji is on 
hand to offer lessons on the balance 
sheet of life …

A gorgeous new Little Gem from 
Jonathan Meres (World of Norm), 
inspired by his father’s 50 years as a 
market trader, and in collaboration 
with Grandpa was an Astronaut 
illustrator, Hannah Coulson.

Jo-Jo is convinced that Christmas 
has been cancelled – and it’s all his 
fault. To make amends, he decides 
he must be Father Christmas. An old 
coat of his mum’s, a sack of outgrown 
toys and a sudden snowfall are all he 
needs – along with a little help from 
some very Christmassy magic.

A delightfully witty and tender-
hearted Christmas story like no 
other, introducing a unique author 
and illustrator collaboration in a 
very special Little Gem. 

Title: I Killed Father Christmas | Author: Anthony McGowan 
Illustrator: Chris Riddell | 978-1-78112- 710-0 | £6.99
Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm

Title: Mint Choc Chip at the Market Café | Author: Jonathan Meres
Illustrator: Hannah Coulson | 978-1-78112- 756-8 | £6.99
Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm

More from Jonathan Meres 
in the Little Gems
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Title: Grandpa was an Astronaut | Author: Jonathan Meres | Illustrator: Hannah Coulson
978-1-78112-534-2 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp | 168 x 126mm
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TOP FOOTIE TITLES COMPLETE NEW TRILOGY FROM 
SPORTS LEGEND TOM PALMER!

It’s meant to be a stress-free holiday in London, 
but now ghostly activity is threatening a Premier 
League club building a new stadium on Roman 
ruins. The horror of modern injustice has woken 
the spirits of the past – and lives are in danger. 
Seth and Nadiya will need all their skills as 
Defenders if they are to emerge unscathed ...

As a tense Seth waits to hear if his mum’s got the 
‘all-clear’, he is haunted by visions. Heads on spikes 
surrounding an Iron Age hill fort to keep intruders 
away. When Seth meets two football-crazy brothers 
from Aleppo their stories offer him a new sense of 
courage. Can he look death in the face and restore 
calm to the present?

Action-packed, enthralling trilogy of spine-tingling and spooky adventures with 
a sporty twist and KS2 history links, from the master of footie fiction for kids. 

DEFENDERS: DARK ARENA

DEFENDERS: PITCH INVASION

Where the adventure began...

Title: Defenders: Dark Arena | Author: Tom Palmer
Illustrator: David Shephard | 978-1-78112- 730-8  | £6.99
Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | PB | 240pp | 198 x 130mm

Title: Defenders: Pitch Invasion | Author: Tom Palmer
Illustrator: David Shephard | 978-1-78112- 731-5  | £6.99
Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | PB | 240pp | 198 x 130mm

Title: Clare and her Captain | Author: Michael Morpurgo
Illustrator: Catherine Rayner | 978-1-78112- 528-1 | £7.99
Conkers Fiction 8+ | Colour | PB with flaps | 104pp | 185 x 145mm

On holiday in the Devon countryside, 
Clare’s summer is transformed by a 
new friendship with Captain, a retired 
horse, and his reclusive owner. A 
must-have for every fan of Morpurgo’s 
classic storytelling and Rayner’s highly 
sought-after artwork, and a special 
gift to treasure for young and old.

A stunning novella by the former 
Children’s Laureate, inspired by his 
wife’s countryside childhood, and 
illustrated with exquisite full-colour 
artwork by multi award-winning 
picture-book and wildlife artist 
Catherine Rayner.

CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and picture 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and picture 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

AUGAUG
NOV

AUG 

NOV 

Also available in hardcoverTitle: Defenders: Killing Ground | Author: Tom Palmer | Illustrator: David Shephard
978-1-78112-729-2 | £6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | PB | 240pp | 198 x 130mm

Title: Clare and her Captain | Author:  Michael Morpurgo | Illustrator: Catherine Rayner
978-1-78112-435-2 | £10.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | Colour | HB | 104pp | 185 x 145mm 
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CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and picture 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

SEP

Hari spends the few coins he earns on cinema 
trips to watch – and learn from – his beloved 
Bollywood films. His glorious footwork is 
spotted by Mr Ram, a man on a mission to 
resolve conflict near and far. Word spreads 
of Hari’s magical dancing and soon he is 
summoned to the White House itself. Can Hari’s 
electric feet bring harmony to the world?

From one of the world’s most popular 
authors, this is a feel-good story of young 
people and big dreams that shimmers with 
optimism and joy – a perfect  
tonic in today’s world.  
McCall Smith has sold  
over 20 million books  
across the globe.

Title: Hari and his Electric Feet
Author: Alexander McCall Smith
Illustrator: Sam Usher | 978-1-78112- 755-1 | £6.99
Conkers Fiction 8+  | B&W | PB | 240pp | 198 x 130mm

CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and picture 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

OCT

Title: The White Fox | Author and Illustrator: Jackie Morris
978-1-78112- 739-1 | £7.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+
Colour | PB with flaps | 104pp | 185 x 145mm

The day the fox came things began 
to change for Sol. Lost, alone and 
far away from home, Sol feels a 
deep connection with the little Arctic 
creature he discovers at the Seattle 
docks. So Sol decides to take the fox 
back home, reuniting his own family in 
the process. 

A beautiful and evocative tale of 
belonging, family and identity, 
woven in the gorgeous artwork 
and storytelling of award-winning 
Jackie Morris. 

JACKIE MORRIS

Small quantity still available 
in hardcover

The 
White Fox

Alexander McCall Smith
Hari and his Electric Feet

Title: The White Fox | Author & Illustrator: Jackie Morris | 978-1-78112-522-9 | £10.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | Colour | HB | 104pp | 185 x 145mm 

Illustrated by Sam Usher

Not final cover



CATHY HOPKINS
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Ketty was technically dead for two 
minutes and thirty-nine seconds. Now 
she can’t remember anything about 
her life before the accident, but people 
are treating her weirdly, and she can’t 
shake the feeling that something is 
really wrong. And then her new friend 
Otis reveals that the pre-crash Ketty 
was not a very nice person.

A wonderfully warm and wise story 
about identity, fresh starts and 
coming face-to-face with yourself, 
from top-notch tween writer Karen 
McCombie (Angels Next Door).

A sparky and funny multicultural reworking of the 
Cinderella story, from Lucy Coats, accomplished 
reteller of myth and legend (Beasts of Olympus).

A fun and friendly story for animal-lovers 
everywhere, filled with Cathy Hopkins’  
trademark warmth and heart.

More from Karen McCombie

8-12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

JUL

Title: The Mystery of Me | Author: Karen McCombie
Illustrator: Cathy Brett | 978-1-78112- 720-9 | £5.99
8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 64pp |198 x 130mm
Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

8-12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

JUL

Cinder Ashok’s new stepmother is a horrid bully, and 
her two sons Rock and Boulder aren’t much better! All 
Cinder wants is to be left alone in the library. Rock and 
Boulder are desperate to compete in Prince Charmless’s 
tournament, but everything turns upside down when 
Cinder finds himself a fairy godfather. 

When Marcie’s little silver kitten Misty goes missing, Operation 
Find Misty is born. But best friend Ellie’s detective skills are put 
to the test when Marcie has dreams of a mysterious boy who 
might lead them to the missing kitten.

Title: Ash Boy | Author: Lucy Coats
Ilustrator: Mark Beech | 978-1-78112- 718-6 | £5.99
7-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 64pp | 198 x 130mm
Reading Age 7 | Super-readable

Title: The Valentine’s Day Kitten |  Author: Cathy Hopkins
Illustrator: Jöelle Dreidemy | 978-1-78112- 678-3 | £5.99
8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 88pp | 198 x 130mm
Reading Age 8 | Super-readable Also from

Cathy HopkinsThe Girl with the Sunshine Smile | Illustrator: Cathy Brett | 978-1-78112-403-1 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 80pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable
Honey and Me | Illustrator: Cathy Brett | 978-1-78112-475-8 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 80pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable
The OMG Blog | 978-1-78112-543-4 | £6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | PB | 208pp | 198 x 130mm

Title: Mum Never Did Learn to Knock | Author: Cathy Hopkins | Illustrator: Louise Wright
978-1-78112-495-6 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 72pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable
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Title: Storm Cloud | Author: Jenny Oldfield
Illustrator: Gary Blythe | 978-1-78112- 689-9
£5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 80pp
198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable
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A touching and compelling story for fans of pony 
fiction, brilliantly illustrated in soft and sensitive black 
and white by Gary Blythe (The Whales’ Song).

Now in gorgeous new editions with brand-new cover  
art by award-winning Catherine Rayner

8-12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

AUG

When horse-loving Kami is invited to spend the summer 
at best friend Macy’s family ranch, Kami is shocked to 
discover one of the horses being hobbled and whipped by 
Macy’s brother. What is behind Wes’s increasingly cruel 
treatment, and can Kami save Storm Cloud?

Fox Friend
When Clare finds an injured 
fox cub, she has to keep him 
hidden from her farmer father, 
who thinks foxes are vermin. 
A beautifully crafted story 
about growing up, wild animals 
and real life in the countryside, 
from the iconic Michael 
Morpurgo. 

Title: Fox Friend | Author: Michael Morpurgo
Illustrator: Joanna Carey | 978-1-78112- 750-6
£6.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 64pp
198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

Who’s a Big
Bully Then

Class bully Darren’s victim 
challenges him to a face-off with 
Olly the bull. Darren has no idea 
that Olly’s a gentle giant. The 
victim has no idea it’s not Olly in 
the field!

Title: Who’s a Big Bully Then | Author: Michael Morpurgo
Illustrator: Joanna Carey | 978-1-78112- 763-6
£6.99 | 7-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 64pp
198 x 130mm | Reading Age 7 | Super-readable

Also from
Jenny Oldfield

8-12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

SEP

An important, tender and vital story about dealing 
with and overcoming worry from Sita Brahmachari 
(Artichoke Hearts), who handles complex emotions 
in a pitch-perfect way for young readers. Illustrated 
by the legendary Jane Ray.

Slick, unnerving fantasy meets heart-pounding 
action in this gripping story from the current 
author of the bestselling Young Bond series, 
which have sold over 5 million copies and been 
translated into 25 languages worldwide.

Amy May knows about webs of worries – so many people 
she meets are caught in them, from her own artist dad 
to newly arrived refugee Rima and her family. By being 
brave enough to open up her own worry box, Amy May 
helps all those around her find a way forward. 

It’s a dream come true – Kenzie has been invited to a big 
international gaming tournament on a sun-soaked island. But 
then unreality rachets up with disturbing scenes involving other 
contestants, soldiers and frantic chases through the hotel. Worst 
of all, Kenzie seems to be losing his senses one by one – and he 
has no idea whether the dangers he faces are real or a game.

Title: Worry Angels | Author: Sita Brahmachari
Illustrator: Jane Ray | 978-1-78112- 695-0 | £5.99
8-12 Fiction  | B&W | PB | 88pp | 198 x 130mm
Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

Title: Senseless | Author: Steve Cole
Illustrator: Neil Evans | 978-1-78112- 733-9
£6.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 96pp
198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8+ | Super-readable

JENNY OLDFIELD

OCT

Sita Brachmachari

Title: Bright Star | Illustrator: Gary Blythe
978-1-78112-375-1 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction

Title: Blue Moon | Illustrator: Gary Blythe
978-1-78112-508-3 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction

Title: Mind Writer | Author:  Steve Cole | Illustrator: Neil Evans (credited as Nelson Evergreen)
978-1-78112-583-0 | £5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 80pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

Also from Steve Cole
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8-12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

SEP
OCT

TEEN FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

OCT

Title: Free Lance and the Field of Blood
Author and Illustrator: Paul Stewart & Chris Riddell
978-1-78112- 715-5 | £6.99 | 8-12 Fiction
B&W | PB | 120pp | 198 x 130mm
Reading Age 8+ | Super-readable

Title: Secret of the Stones | Author: Tony Bradman
Illustrator: Martin Remphry | 978-1-78112- 754-4
£5.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 72pp | 198 x 130mm
Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

The second in a stunning trilogy of 
highly illustrated Medieval derring-do 
from the bestselling duo behind the 
Edge Chronicles.

Set in 2300 BC, this stunning novel from historical fiction 
specialist Bradman weaves together the building of the lintels 
at Stonehenge with the coming of the Bronze Age and the 
little-known facts about the burial of the ‘Amesbury Archer’.

Free Lance has no master – he journeys 
from village to village and castle to castle, 
competing in tournaments and working for 
his keep. The latest tournament is a rotten 
mess of corruption, rigging and hi-jinks – 
can Free Lance survive to fight another day?

Maglos and his High Priest father control access to the sacred 
site of Stonehenge where the worlds of the living and the dead 
meet twice a year. But times are hard, and when Maglos’s father 
dies in suspicious circumstances, his uncle makes Maglos his 
slave. Soon after two strangers arrive from distant lands. They 
teach Maglos the secrets of of a new, strong metal which will 
soon be all-important – the secret of the stones.

The story continues ...

The story begins ...

2018

Since the crash, since Eliza died, Samuel 
can’t find a way to go on. His need to 
see his love again is overwhelming, 
and so he ventures into the strange, 
terrifying world of Hoodoo. Samuel is 
about to make a pact with powers he 
cannot comprehend, let alone control … 
A chilling tale of love that reaches 
beyond the grave.

In time for Halloween, Grave Matter 
sees Juno Dawson weave a 
contemporary Gothic tale of love, 
obsession and dark magic. This is a 
first YA outing for beloved Claude 
creator Alex T. Smith, debuting a 
stunning black and white illustration 
style in the finest Gothic tradition.

Title: Grave Matter | Author: Juno Dawson
Illustrator: Alex T. Smith | 978-1-78112- 604-2 | £7.99
YA Fiction | B&W | PB with flaps | 136pp | 200 x 146mm
Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

More stunning super-readable YA 
from Barrington Stoke
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With Illustrations by Alex T. Smith

Free Lance and the Lake of Skulls | 978-1-78112-714-8 | £6.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 112pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8+ | Super-readable
Free Lance and the Dragon’s Hoard | 978-1-78112-716-2 | £6.99 | 8-12 Fiction | B&W | PB | 120pp | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 8+ | Super-readable

Title: Mind the Gap | Author: Phil Earle | 978-1-78112-589-2 | £7.99 | YA Fiction
B&W | PB with flaps | 104pp | 200 x 146mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable
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TEEN FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

NOV

When Archie’s dad leaves, it throws his 
life into turmoil. He discovers there’s 
been a secret at the heart of his cosy 
family life – and he can’t accept the 
truth of that secret, however hard he 
tries. So, Archie heeds the siren call of 
the trains that run past the end of his 
garden. But when he finds himself at the 
track, he realises that the trains have 
been calling to someone else too …

Full of love, humour and heartbreak, 
this beautifully crafted YA novella 
from the multi-award-winning author 
of Ketchup Clouds and My Sister Lives 
on the Mantelpiece is a compassionate 
and distinctive tale of modern family 
life and its issues. Title: The Last Days of Archie Maxwell | Author: Annabel Pitcher

978-1-78112- 728-5 | £7.99 | YA Fiction | PB with flaps | 136 pp
200 x 146mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY CLASSICS

Unabridged set texts with accessible, 
dyslexia-friendly font & paper

AUG
SEP

Stevenson’s classic story of split personalities lurking 
beneath the prim and proper morals of Victorian 
society. An eerily superb tale  of murder and 
monstrosity that has remained in the public imagination 
for well over a century. Now available in an accessible 
format for all readers. 

Dickens’ classic story of the Christmas transformation 
of Ebenezer Scrooge, a miser visited by the ghost of his 
former business partner and the spirits of Christmas 
Past, Christmas Present and Christmas Yet to Come. 
Now available in an accessible format for all readers.  

Title: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Author: R.L. Stevenson | 978-1-78112- 740-7 | £7.99
PB | 216 pp | 198 x 130mm | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic

Title: A Christmas Carol | Author: Charles Dickens
978-1-78112- 753-7 | £7.99 | PB | 216 pp
198 x 130mm | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic

ANNABEL PITCHER
The Last Days 

of Archie Maxwell

More stunning super-readable YA from Barrington Stoke

Also available in the 

Dyslexia-Friendly 

Classics range

Title: Unboxed | Author: Non Pratt | 978-1-78112-585-4 | £6.99 | YA Fiction
B&W | PB with flaps | 104pp | 200 x 146mm | Reading Age 8 | Super-readable

Title: Of Mice and Men | Author: John Steinbeck
978-1-78112-593-9 | £7.99 | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic
PB | 256pp | 198 x 130mm
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THE BUCKET LIST

Our discovery list of unexpected, 
bold and truthful books

Launched in 2016

In 2017

Set of engaging colour readers to support low ability primary pupils.

Fiction titles. All reading age 6. Pack only – not available separately. Authors and 
illustrators include Michael Rosen, Cornelia Funke, Alexander McCall Smith.

978-1-78112-764-3 | £23.96 | 4 Titles | PB | 32pp each | 198 x 130mm | Reading Age 6 | SEN

THE BUCKET LIST

Our discovery list of unexpected, 
bold and truthful books

SEN READING PACKS 
Our very lowest reading-age books, available in packs

NOV

‘stark and powerful’
The Bookseller

‘Read it and weep. We weep because we know how fortunate we 
are, because we do so little to reach out and help those who need us 
most. So often we pass by on the other side. So often we look away. 
Once you read this deeply troubling book, passing by, looking away, 
is no longer an option’
Michael Morpurgo

YA, Graphic Novel
Title: Alpha | Author and Illustrator: Bessora & Barroux | Translator: Sarah Ardizzone | Graphic novel 12+ | Colour | 216pp

HB: 978-1-911370-00-0 | £16.99 PB: 978-1-911370-01-7 | £12.99

GIRL DETACHED

‘Now I know what it feels like to have my heart taken for a ride and then 
dumped’
Melvin Burgess

‘A thought-provoking, relevant and powerful story’
INIS magazine

A brave and important novel about control, exploitation, 
victim-blaming and truth.
So bold they banned it in the author’s native Italy.

YA, Fiction
Title: Girl Detached | Author: Manuela Salvi | Translated by: Denise Muir

978-1-911370-02-4 | £7.99 | YA Fiction | PB | 256pp

ALPHA

THE PAVEE AND THE BUFFER GIRL

‘An act of love’
Patrick Ness

‘An early story by Siobhan Dowd has been brought to light-filled life 
by Emma Shoard’s watercolours. Pavee boy Jim hates going to school 
with Buffer kids, who torment him. Only Kit is different; but even their 
blooming love cannot bridge the gulf of violent mistrust between those 
who stay put and those who roam. A story of few words, great heart 
and lingering impact’
The Guardian

Teen, Graphic Novel
Title: The Pavee and the Buffer Girl | Author: Siobhan Dowd | Illustrator: Emma Shoard

978-1-911370-04-8 | £12.99 | Graphic novel 12+ | Colour | 128pp

MY NAME IS NOT REFUGEE
V&A Illustration Awards 2016

How would you feel if you had to leave your home 
behind?

‘A much-needed, lovely book for small children which 
explains the refugee crisis in a simple, child-friendly way’
Jacqueline Wilson

‘Helps show readers that children forced from their homes 
are not just refugees but children just like them’
UNICEF UK

Picure Book, 3-5
Title: My name is not Refugee | Author and Illustrator: Kate Milner

978-1-911370-06-2 | £6.99 | Picture book 3+ | Colour | 32pp

The Bucket List is a list of smart books, clear-eyed books, entertaining, hard-hitting 
and thoughtful books. From graphic novels to YA to picture books, these are quite 
simply stories we believe in, voices we want to hear and tales that need to be told. 

Longlisted for the
Kate Greenaway Medal 2017

Nominated for the
Carnegie Medal 2017
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