
1

Little Island
Books
Catalogue 

2017-2018



2



3

Little Island



4

Find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/LittleIslandBooks

Follow us on Twitter:
@LittleIslandBks

Little Island Books
7 Kenilworth Park

Dublin 6W
Ireland

Tel: +353 (0) 85 228 3060
Email: info@littleisland.ie

www.littleisland.ie

Follow us on Instagram:
@LittleIslandBks



5

9+7+ 8+

11+10+

4+

12+ 14+

New 
books

YA

Coming 
Soon



6

Little Island Online

You thought we were all at sea, right? Well, we’re online too! 

At www.littleisland.ie (not .com – that’s a different island altogether) you can
 
•	 browse all our books
•	 find	out	about	our	authors
•	 buy our books (free postage to anywhere in the world!) 
•	 catch up with our thinking by reading our sparkling blog entries
•	 download our most recent catalogue
•	 download book guides/teaching notes free of charge
•	 get special deals for schools and libraries
•	 submit your own book for Little Island’s consideration

Watch out for special online offers on our books from time to time – and if you’re a 
teacher wanting to buy multiple copies of a book as a class novel, we’ll cut you a deal. 
Just ask! We’re really nice.

And don’t forget our other fun websites:

www.readthepowers.com
www.thenightmareclub.com

We’re on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter too, of course, so you can follow us for all 
the latest book news and for extra offers and competitions!

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LittleIslandBooks

Follow us on Twitter and Instagram: @LittleIslandBks
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Book Guides

Little Island believes in reading for pleasure. We only publish books that we know 
young readers are going to love reading. 

Our books are stuffed with ideas that children are going to want to discuss with their 
friends and their adults, at home, at school, in their library or reading group. So we 
produce materials which will give teachers, librarians, parents and children themselves 
ideas about using our books in interesting and innovative ways, and will encourage 
readers to think and talk about Little Island books as they read them. 

We call these materials Book Guides. In the case of books for younger children, these 
are mostly fun worksheets and puzzles to engage the interest of young readers; in the 
case of books for older children and teenagers, these are mostly in the form of notes 
that young people themselves or their teachers and librarians can use to open up 
discussion and explore different aspects of each book. 

All our Book Guides can be downloaded from our 
website free of charge and may be used freely in all 

book-friendly places.

Download them for free at www.littleisland.ie
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Declaration of the 
Rights of Boys and Girls
Élisabeth Brami and Estelle Billon-Spagnol

Amusing and busily 
illustrated manifesto of 
children’s right to be 

themselves

A funny, quirkily illustrated and heartwarming list of the rights of boys and girls, 
presented	as	a	flipbook	to	be	read	from	either	end.	Sure	to	appeal	to	young	boys	
and girls, especially those who take a different view of the world.

Girls, just like boys, have the right to be scruffy, untidy, hyper, to do any job they 
like, not to be princesses, to love whoever they like. Boys have as much right as 
girls to cry, to play with dolls, to wear pink, to like reading, not to be superheroes, 
to fall in love with anyone they like.

Endorsed by Amnesty International

Publication July 2017

978-1-910411-27-8 / £11.99 / €15 / 64pp / HB / Contact Talents Hauts for rights

inside illus
tration!
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Hopscotch in the Sky
Lucinda Jacob and Lauren O’Neill

Full-colour hardback poetry book for 
young readers. The poems are about 
nature, the landscape, the weather and 
children’s experiences of the seasons 
from ice-creams to Christmas trees.

An accompanying ebook,  The 
Hopscotch in the Sky Poetry Kit 
is free to download, introducing 
children to the poetic forms used 
in the book and chock-full of ideas 
to encourage readers to try their hand at writing their own poems. It will be 
especially helpful also to teachers who would like to include writing poetry as a 
classroom activity with their pupils.

Illustrated by Lauren O’Neill, winner of the Children’s Books Ireland 
Award for Illustration in 2016

Publication October 2017

Published jointly with Poetry Ireland

Sparkling poems with 
a seasonal theme. 

Accompanying poetry 
kit for schools and 

parents.

978-1-910411-93-3 / £10.99 / €14 / 48pp / HB / World Rights
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Keepsake
Paula Leyden

Ella and Johnny are distraught when 
Johnny’s horse Storm disappears from his 
field.	Johnny	knows	that	he	has	been	taken	
by ‘the pound man’. The horse pound’s job 
is to round up neglected or feral horses 
and put them down, but Storm doesn’t 
come into that category. This is plain 
stealing -- and as a Traveller Johnny has 
experienced it before.

Ella, Johnny and Ella’s granny aren’t going to let Storm go that easily. They round up 
the evidence and together they set off on a desperate chase across Ireland to get 
Storm back.
 
Keepsake is a fast-paced adventure story full of heart, courage – and horses.

From the award-winning author of The Sleeping Baobab Tree and The Butterfly Heart

Publication May 2017

A fast-paced tale 
of two children 

in a race against 
time to save 
their horse

978-1-910411-57-5 / £6.99 / €9 / 168pp / World Rights
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Star by Star
Sheena Wilkinson

Stella has always looked forward to 
changing the world. It’s what she was 
brought up to do, by a suffragette 
mother	who	knew	all	about	fighting	and	
rebellion.	But	it’s	November	1918.	The	great	flu	pandemic	sweeping	the	world	has	
robbed Stella of her mother and her home, and she’s alone in a strange country, 
with an aunt she’s never met.

But change is coming – the war is over, and women are about to vote for the 
first	time.		History	is	being	made,	but	how	can	she	help	make	it?	As	election	day	
approaches, a day that will transform Ireland forever, Stella realises that she can 
indeed change the world. Not alone, and not all at once. But 
just as stars come one by one to brighten the night sky, so 
history is made person by person, girl by girl. 

Companion novel to Name upon Name, set at 
the time of the 1916 Rising in Ireland

Publication October 2017

978-1-910411-53-7 / £6.99 / €9 / 160pp / World Rights

Historical fiction 
about suffrage, 
rebellion and 

women’s rights 
set after WW1

see page 27
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A Dangerous Crossing
Jane Mitchell

Ghalib doesn’t want to leave his home. But 
Syria has become too dangerous, and his 
family	has	no	choice	but	to	flee.

This beautifully written and fast-paced novel follows Ghalib and his parents, 
brother,	sister	and	grandmother,	as	they	flee,	coming	under	fire,	encountering	
illegal border-breakers, experiencing life in a refugee camp, and ultimately braving a 
voyage in a boat that is far from seaworthy.  

‘I now understand the Syrian refugee crisis like never before. I walked in young 
Ghalib’s fresh white runners from the refugee camp, I was thrown back by the 
bomb blast that hit his town, I wept his tears, felt his frustration and anger. There’s 
nothing like a great novel to make the world come alive.  An important book, a 
necessary book, but above all, a brilliantly told story.’ – Sarah Webb, author and 
children’s books commentator 

Endorsed by Amnesty International

A story of bravery and 
solidarity, family and 

friendship, based on the 
experiences of real 

Syrian refugees

978-1-910411-58-2 / £7.99 / €10 / 224pp / World Rights excl N America

What the reviewers said
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The Space Between
Meg Grehan

A tender and 
delicate verse 

novel about love 
and mental illness

In beautiful free verse, we follow the 
story of quiet, anxious and utterly 
endearing Beth through the course of 
exactly one year. She hides away from 
the world and from all her problems in 
her snug, safe house, believing that she 
can	find	her	happiness	in	total	isolation.	
That is, of course, until someone comes 
and interrupts her year of solitude and 
gently steals her way into Beth’s house and into her heart. This delicate examination 
of mental illness and new love between two young women is a must-read for any 
young person feeling overwhelmed or excluded by the world. 

In the tradition of Sarah Crossan and the free verse novel, this story is super-
readable for those who struggle with lengthy texts, but also offers plenty to 
booklovers and deep readers.

‘Meg Grehan has written a fearlessly honest account of love: beautifully crafted and 
elegantly told’ – Brian Conaghan, winner of Costa Children’s Book Award

‘Artful, compelling and above all true’ – Deirdre Sullivan, author of Needlework

What the reviewers said

978-1-910411-59-9 / £7.99 / €10 / 160pp / World Rights
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Tangleweed and Brine
Deirdre Sullivan

illustrated by Karen Vaughan

A collection of twelve dark, feminist 
retellings of traditional fairytales from 
one of Ireland’s leading writers for 
young people. In the tradition of Angela 
Carter, stories such as Cinderella and 
Rumpelstiltskin are given a witchy 
makeover, not for the faint-hearted.

Intricately illustrated with black and white line drawings, in the style of Aubrey 
Beardsley, by new Irish illustrator Karen Vaughan.

‘Sullivan’s writing is beguiling, bewitching and poetic. Her prose is almost dreamlike, 
reminiscent of Angela Carter.’ – Juno Dawson, multi award-winning author

‘Sullivan’s tales challenge us to rethink what the destinies of young women were in 
traditional fairy tales, and she spells out what they might really be in other times and 

settings. Sullivan’s original stories are riveting and offer readers unusual perspectives 
on	how	to	read	fairy	tales	in	times	of	conflict’	– Jack Zipes, academic and authority 
on fairy tales

Dark, feminist retellings 
of traditional fairytales 

for a teen audience

What the reviewers said

978-1-910411-92-6 / £10.99 / €14 / 180pp / HB / World Rights
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Dr Hibernica’s Compelling 

Compendium of Irish Animals
Rob Doyle and Aga Grandowicz

As a small island, Ireland has a unique 
fauna. Animals that are found in Britain and 
elsewhere in Europe are not found here, and 
some of the animals we do have here are 
specific	to	Ireland.

Dr Hibernica is a slightly eccentric professor 
of zoology who lets readers in on her dotty 
notebooks, and also explains all about the 
animals in clear language.

The animals covred range from the Marsh 
Fritillary	(a	butterfly)	and	the	Dragonfly	to	the	
Pygmy Shrew (Ireland’s tinies mammal) to the 
Storm Petrel, the Herring Gull, the Badger and 
the Basking Shark, thirty species in all, all with 
wonderful stories. 

Amusing and informative, this beautifully illustrated book will be 
treasured by children and their families. Publication March 2018.

978-1-910411-92-6 / £10.99 / €14 / 180pp / HB / World Rights 978-1-910411-94-0 / £16.99 / €20 / 48pp / HB / World Rights

Funny, informative 
and beautifully 

illustrated book of 
Irish animals
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How Billy Brown 
Saved the Queen

Alison Healy

978-1-910411-95-7 / £6.99 / €9 / 120pp / World Rights

Billy	Brown	is	mystified	to	learn	that	the	
Queen does not understand a maths 
problem that is perfectly clear to him. It 
seems that nobody in the royal household, 

at court or anywhere in the Queen’s castles can explain the knotty problem to 
Her Majesty.

And so Billy decides that the kind thing would be to go to the royal palace and 
explain it to her. He persuades his mother to drive him all the way to the palace, 
and he makes his way right into the Queen’s room and sits down on her bed to 
explain all about fractions and division.  And he succeeds, where everyone before 
him has failed. The Queen is delighted.

So	delighted	that	she	becomes	firm	friends	with	Billy	and	his	mum	and	even	
comes to visit them in their humble abode …

An amusing and charming story to delight young readers.

Publication summer 2018

Whimsical story 
about royalty 
and fractions!
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Rocking the System
Siobhán Parkinson

illustrated by Bren Luke

Twenty gutsy 
women who have 
changed Ireland

Twenty illustrated essays on Irish women, 
historical and contemproary, who have 
defied	cultural	norms	around	femininity	
and achieved great things. The subjects 
include Irish women from Queen 
Medb to Eileen Gray, from Constance 
Markievicz to Sonia O’Sullivan, covering 
stateswomen, artists, writers, activists 
and rebels of all kinds. 

Written	by	multi	award-winning	author	and	first	Laureate	na	nÓg	(Irish	Children’s	
Laureate), Siobhán Parkinson.

Perfect for use in schools as well as for leisure reading, this collection 
celebrates the role of women in ireland’s changing society.

Publication spring 2018

978-1-910411-96-4/ £11.99 / €15 / 120pp / HB / World Rights
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Bank
Emma Quigley

978-1-910411-97-1 / £7.99 / €10 / 192pp / World Rights excluding Greece

Set in a rural secondary school, this is the 
hilarious story of a bunch of pupils who decide 
to pool their savings and set up a bank to lend 
money to their schoolmates. They have no 
trouble	finding	customers	and	before	long	they	
are rolling in cash. When they are asked by a 
pair of supersmart techy sisters to invest in 

their dating app, it looks like they can’t possibly lose, and soon schoolmates want 
to deposit money with them as well. 

The whole thing starts to unravel all too soon when the app breaks down; a 
video project they have invested in involving performing piglets goes down the 
pan; and the local gangster family takes far too much interest in their doings. As 
the bank comes crashing down and the money starts to melt away, the lads are 
desperate	to	rescue	their	emergency	stash,	only	to	find	that	one	of	their	group	
has cleverly hidden it in a not-so-clever place.

Fast-paced and funny, this is also a wry comment on Irish 
society during the ‘boom’ years. 

Publication spring 2018

Action-packed and 
funny story with 
punchy dialogue
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Alexandra loves swinging and splashing and her bright red shoes.  And her mum. 
She	doesn’t	much	like	having	her	hair	washed,	though,	and	she	definitely	does	
not like the dark. 

This collection of four short stories is great for reading aloud to 
young children and is beautifully illustrated in black and white with 
red highlights throughout. 

‘Delightful stories – and illustrations that glow’ – Niamh Sharkey, 
picturebooks artist and Irish Children’s Laureate 2011-13
‘An utterly delightful collection of stories about the daily life of a small girl. 
Clearly told, the stories evoke a genuine voice and appreciation of a child’s 
world view. Gentle and yet full of action and humour’ – Inis, The Magazine of 
Children’s Books Ireland

Also available 
in Irish as 
Fionnuala

978-1-908195-87-6 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 48pp / World Rights excl Brazil and USA

Alexandra 
Siobhán Parkinson

illustrated by Carol Betera

Warm stories 
of everyday 

life by Ireland’s 
first Children’s 

Laureate

What the reviewers said

13
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The Wizardling
Binette Schroeder

978-1-910411-00-1 / £11.99 / €14.99 / 32pp / HB / World English Rights

Wizzo,	who’s	learning	to	be	a	wizard,	is	really	ace	at	broom-surfing.	He	meets	the	
dragon-girl Dradru in the magic forest, and together they go whizzing and zooming 
about — and swoop their way right into an exciting adventure. If only the Big Bad 
Wolf wasn’t around …

‘Schroeder’s colour-rich illustrations are perfect for this gentle, enjoyable take on 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice ...The text, cleverly translated by Siobhán Parkinson, has a 
satisfying rhythm with plenty of enjoyable vocabulary – lovely onomatopoeic words 
to roll off the tongue. This is an ideal book to share at bedtime, just that little bit 
longer than the youngest picturebook and so providing a satisfying story that is also 
visually rich and engaging. Beautiful.’ – Books for Keeps, Editor’s Choice 

Picturebook from multi 
award-winning artist Binette Schroeder

What the reviewers said

978-1-908195-87-6 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 48pp / World Rights excl Brazil and USA
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Did you ever hear that telling a nightmare makes it fade away? It doesn’t. Not 
here anyway.  Welcome to The Nightmare Club sleepover. You might not last 
till morning. The Nightmare Club stories are all true. Because that’s much 
scarier than the fake stuff. Who needs witches and ghosts when you’ve got mad 
scientists and terrifying toys, zombie brothers and haunted guinea pigs?

Writing as ‘Annie Graves’, Nightmare Club authors include Dave Rudden, Oisín 
McGann and Deirdre Sullivan. 

‘Guaranteed to goosebump the 7-10-year-olds ... great fun’ – Books Ireland
‘A colourful, attractive, fun series’ – Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland
‘Aside from the fact that I am cut up into pieces in this book, I still enjoyed 
it. The book, that is, not being cut to pieces’ – Derek Landy, author of 
Skulduggery Pleasant

 
 

 
A

G
E 

7+

15
 £3.99 / €5.99 per book / 64pp

The Nightmare Club
Annie Graves

illustrated by Glenn McElhinney

A series of 
illustrated spooky 

stories with a 
sense of humour, 
ideal for reluctant 

readers 

What the reviewers said
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978-1-908195-29-6 978-1-908195-30-2 978-1-908195-80-7 978-1-908195-86-9

978-1-908195-15-9 978-1-908195-14-2 978-1-908195-16-6 978-1-908195-13-5

16
 World Rights excl N America, Turkey, Sweden & Denmark

978-1-908195-15-9 978-1-908195-14-2 978-1-910411-52-0

 £3.99 / €5.99 per book / 64pp
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When	eight-year-old	Milena	finds	a	rather	large	cow	–	a	first	class	Ayrshire	– 
splashing around in her bathtub, she really isn’t sure what to do. But this cow 
wants more than anything to be the most beautiful cow in the pageant, and she 
can’t do it alone.  A wacky story with brilliant two-colour illustrations by Katja 
Wehner.

‘When a book makes a 7-year-old laugh and gets her to ask questions (a lot of 
questions!), then it has to be a good book. … Cow Belle is not only a great and 
well-illustrated story for children, it is a story that will appeal to adults, too.’ 
– Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland

‘This funny story from Finnish author Leena Parkkinen, translated by Ruth 

Urbom, has much more to it than just comic value because there is real pathos 
too and there are some wonderful pen and ink and watercolour illustrations in 
black and green by Katja Wehner’ – Outside In World

978-1-908195-31-9 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 78pp / World English Rights

Cow Belle Beauty Queen
Leena Parkkinen

illustrated by Katja Wehner

A wacky, funny 
story about 

friendship and 
being a little bit 

different

What the reviewers said
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Why is the new boy at school wearing a balaclava?
The other kids are intrigued and come up with all 
sorts of theories, but every single one is wrong.  As 
their curiosity grows, Tommy’s new friends think of 
a plan to reveal his secret, but you’ll never guess 
what it is. Ideal for reluctant readers.

Shortlisted for the German International Children’s Book Prize

‘A delightfully undidactic fable of tolerance and acceptance’ – The Irish Times

‘A fresh, contemporary and very engaging read … the reader is swept along at 
a	rapid	pace.	When	the	reason	is	finally	revealed,	readers	will	quickly	realise	that	
in the course of the narrative they have learned profound lessons about identity, 
self-esteem, bullying, solidarity and the right to be who we are’ – Books for Keeps

‘One of the best books about tolerance and friendship that I’ve read in a long 
time… Beautifully written in simple yet eloquent prose, this is worth buying for 
the	fiendishly	clever	twist	alone.’	–	The Irish Independent

18

Balaclava Boy
Jenny Robson

978-1-908195-91-3 / £4.99 / €5.99 / 96pp / Europe, Malaysia & Singapore English Rights

Intriguing short novel with 
a page-turning story and 
an unguessable twist at 

the end

What the reviewers said

978-1-908195-31-9 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 78pp / World English Rights
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978-1-908195-83-8 / 978-1-910411-30-8

In The Powers,	Dad	has	set	the	kitchen	on	fire	– again – and Mum has turned the 
rain	on	indoors	to	quench	the	flames.	JP	has	flown	straight	into	a	wall,	and	Pucker,	
the dog, is a whirlwind of paws and ears and noisy howls. When they go on holiday, 
the family vows to take a break from their superpowers. But when their Ford 
Fiasco breaks down, an ancient treasure map turns up in their caravan and a pirate 
ship appears in the bay, what’s a superhero family to do?

In more adventures of these disastrous superheroes, Pucker Power centres on the 
escapades of Pucker, the Power family’s mutt of a pug-dog.  After he is dognapped, 
along with a beautiful French poodle, the Powers must follow the clues through 
Dublin, Paris and St Petersburg to bring their beloved pup back home.

A playful, upbeat 
series of adventures 
about a superhero 

family who just can’t 
control their 

powers

The Powers
Kevin Stevens 

illustrated by Sheena Dempsey
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Chosen by Dublin UNESCO City of 
Literature as Dublin’s Citywide Read
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Illustrated throughout with brilliantly funny black and white drawings by Irish 
illustrator Sheena Dempsey.

Complete with powerful website at www.READThEPOwERS.COM with 
blogs from one of the characters and and animated book trailer and theme song.

‘I absolutely loved the Powers. They genuinely are the funniest family I’ve ever 
read	about.	Full	of	fiascos	and	catastrophes,	it’s	top	of	my	list.	An	absolute	must.’	
– Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland

What the reviewers said

978-1-908195-83-8 / 978-1-910411-30-8 £5.99 / €7.99 each / 140pp / World Rights excl N America and Turkey
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978-1-908195-03-6 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 128pp / World English Rights excl N America

Chop-chop, Mad Cap!
Juliette Saumande

illustrated by Sadie Cramer

Meet Madgie M. Cappock, also known as Mad Cap, of the Rent-a-Hero agency – 
no job too big or small. 

Madgie and her partner in crime Norbert Soup follow clues to solve a mystery 
involving a missing butcher, an evil cat and weird old Mrs Mudrick across the 
road, who seems to have it in for them. Mad Cap forever and beyond!

‘Its zany capers will amuse readers of eight plus’ – The Irish Independent

‘Lively illustrations make this wacky debut appeal to Clarice Bean and Judy 
Moody nuts’ – The Primary Times

A
G

E 
8+

21
978-1-908195-21-0 / £4.99 / €6.99 / 142pp / World Rights excl N America

A funny detective 
story for young 
readers, perfect 

for fans of mystery 
and adventure

What the reviewers said
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Zack Mosel’s mum and dad are away in far-off Slovodnia, so Zack has no choice 
but to spend his summer holidays with ‘Mag the Hag’, his eccentric grandmother. 
But	before	the	summer	can	get	too	boring,	Zack	finds	out	his	parents	have	gone	
missing, and he and Mag take it into their own hands to unravel the mystery 
surrounding his parents’ disappearance.

As Mag and Zack trek across Europe, they face wilderness, danger, new friends, 
enemies and excitement – all while travelling on the seat of an extraordinary 
motorbike.

‘An exciting adventure... just enough of a hint of magic to lift the tale well above 
the ordinary’ – Books Ireland
‘A riveting read’ – The Primary Times

The Broomstick Bike
Veronica Bennett

29
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22
978-1-908195-03-6 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 128pp / World English Rights excl N America

Adventure and 
mystery for young 
readers, with just a 

hint of magic! 

What the reviewers said

978-1-908195-21-0 / £4.99 / €6.99 / 142pp / World Rights excl N America
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Imagine a boy living all alone in a large old 
house with only a sky-blue bike for company.  
After his great-aunt dies, Fennymore sets off 
with	his	new	friend	Fizzy	to	find	his	parents,	
who have disappeared. They fall foul of a silvery 
grey gentleman and an evil doctor who wants 

to	get	his	hands	on	a	mysterious	invention,	but	Fennymore	finds	a	maybe-dad.		And	
a brumella. Whatever that is.

Funny and superb black and white illustrations by David Roberts, best 
known for his illustrations for the Dirty Bertie series

‘Eccentricity and zaniness abound, with more than a suggestion of the sinister … 
this novel sparkles with wit and inventiveness.’ – The Irish Times

‘A wonderfully surreal story that successfully mixes humour with the slightly 
gruesome to create an imaginative romp that carries the reader along… For 
confident	young	readers	who	enjoy	the	unusual’	–	Books for Keeps

What the reviewers said

30
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23
978-1-908195-85-2  / £6.99 / €8.99 / 140pp / CW English excl Can, Australia, NZ

Fennymore and the Brumella
Kirsten Reinhardt

illustrated by David Roberts

A zany adventure 
story with a touch of 
fantasy and superb 

illustrations



313118David
 Roberts 

Illustra
tions

Commonwealth English Rights excl Canada, Australia, New Zealand978-1-908195-85-2  / £6.99 / €8.99 / 140pp / CW English excl Can, Australia, NZ
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Rosevale is a sanctuary for abandoned and abused horses, but Aidan’s family 
can’t afford to run it any longer. If Rosevale closes down, though, what is going 
to happen to all the horses that are looked after there? Can Lucy and her 
friends win a cross-country competition and get the prize that could save the 
stables? The future of Rosevale is at stake.  

‘An exciting read for lovers of horses and underdog stories.’ – Inis, The 
Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland

‘The characters are lively, brilliantly drawn ... Wilkinson’s done what the best 
pony writers do: keep her human characters at the absolute centre of her 
book.’ – Books and Mud Blog

FROM THE AWARD-WINNING 
AUTHOR OF Taking fligHT 

AND grOuNded

SHORTLISTED FOR 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS IRELAND 

BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2014

978-1-908195-25-8 / £4.99 / €6.99 / 180pp / World Rights excl N America

Too Many Ponies
Sheena Wilkinson

A pony book for 
young readers 

from an award-
winning author

What the reviewers said

24
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Vanessa’s mother was famous for her search for Nessie, the Loch Ness 
Monster, the most remarkable cryptid of them all.  

When Vanessa goes on a family holiday to Scotland, can she solve the 
mystery of Loch Ness? Set against the eerie stillness of the loch, this is a 
magical	story	filled	with	suspense	and	adventure.

‘Grabs you right from the shocking prologue and keeps you immersed in a 
wonderful atmosphere of mystery, magic and monsters’ – Conor Kostick, 
bestselling author of epic

978-1-84840-940-8  / £5.99 / €7.99 / 192pp / World Rights excl N America

The Cryptid Files
Jean Flitcroft

Adventure 
stories with a 
science twist 
and brilliant 

appeal for boys 
and girls

What the reviewers said

Loch Ness
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When Vanessa travels to a remote island off the 
coast	of	Canada,	she	finds	herself	drawn	into	a	
world of ruthless whale hunters and criminals. 
What happens when she comes face to face with a 
terrifying sea-serpent? Could this be the monster 
that locals have been telling her about? 

‘This is a beautiful story, a rollicking, pacy adventure 
that will get your spine tingling.  A fantastic addition 
to the Cryptid Files trilogy’ – Paula Leyden, 
award-winning author

When Vanessa and her friend go to Mexico to 
learn Spanish for the summer, they expect to have 
the best holiday ever. But when strange things start 
happening, Vanessa feels uneasy.  

What kind of creature is lurking in the dark, 
killing animals at night? And what does it have to 
do	with	her	mother’s	cryptid	file	and	the	mystery	
of el Chupacabra? 

‘Wonderfully atmospheric writing ... another 
gripping yarn’ – Books Ireland

26
978-1-908195-02-9 /  978-1-908195-27-2 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 224pp 

Mexican Devil

Pacific Giants

978-1-84840-940-8  / £5.99 / €7.99 / 192pp / World Rights excl N America
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Name upon Name
Sheena Wilkinson

Belfast in 1916. Fourteen-year-old Helen is 
shaped by her mixed background – rural, 
Catholic Irish values from her mother; 
urban, Protestant Ulster values from her 
father. Helen’s older cousins are her idols:  

Sandy, who joined the army straight from school and has already seen action in 
France, and Michael, who runs away from home to enlist. But before he leaves 
for France, Michael is deployed to Dublin to help quell the Rising, where he’s 
expected	to	open	fire	on	his	fellow	Irishmen,	and	Sandy	writes	home	about	
terrible	things	on	the	front.	What	exactly	are	they	fighting	for?

Perfect class historical novel by a multi award-winning author

‘History is rarely clean and simple; the beauty of this book is that it embraces that 
complexity.’ – Dr Patrick Geoghegan, Professor of History at Trinity College Dublin
‘Wilkinson	masterfully	combines	the	big	questions	of	nationalism,	pacifism	and	
early feminism in a way so subtle that you would barely notice ... a great way to 
introduce political understanding to young readers.’ – The Irish News

What the reviewers said
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A young girl caught 
between the Easter 
Rising, the outbreak 
of World War 1 and a 

divided Ireland
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Sonia,	Pedro	and	their	classmates	are	baffled.	Mysterious	messages	keep	popping	
up on their computers, on their mobile phones, even on a radio programme 
they listen to. It is a voice from the past – but who is trying to contact them 
from out of history, and why? Follow the clues from their school in modern-day 
Brazil through the ages to ancient Egypt, to a medieval wizard’s castle laboratory 
and to the ships that sailed from Europe to discover the New World. 

Strong theme of literacy and its importance in preserving history

Perfect class reader

ChOSEN AS A CITYwIDE SChOOL READ FOR 
DuBLIN - ThE BATTLE OF ThE BOOK!

978-1-908195-22-7 / £4.99 / €6.99 / 180pp / World English Rights excl N America

The History Mystery
Ana Maria Machado

A group of 
friends travel 

back in time to 
solve a mystery

HANS 
CHRISTIAN 
ANDERSEN 

AWARD 
WINNING 
AUTHOR
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‘The Keeper is far too good for my liking. Darragh Martin must be 
stopped! Great characters and a rollercoaster plot.  A new star of the 
fantasy genre.’ – EOIN COLFER, author of the Artemis Fowl series 
and Irish Children’s Laureate

ShORTLISTED 
FOR ThE IRISh 
BOOK AwARDS 

2013

Oisín is not sure he wants to be Keeper of 
the Book of Magic – but when his little sister 
Sorcha is kidnapped by the Morrígan, a raven-
goddess with a heart as dark as her feathers, 
he has to learn how to use the Book for 
good. 

Soon Oisín has a long journey ahead of him 
with only Stephen, his annoying older brother, 

and Antimony, a headstrong Nigerian orphan with her own 
quest, to help him.  

Facing	snow	snakes,	shadow	fish	and	mountains	of	wind,	the	
three children have to decide whether or not they can trust 
each other – and the mysterious Book that’s leading them – if 
they want to reach the Morrígan’s Hill of Bones before it’s too 
late to get the last ever train home.

978-1-908195-84-5 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 268pp / World Rights excl N America

The Keeper
Darragh Martin

A thrilling Celtic fantasy 
perfect for fans of 

JK Rowling, Eoin Colfer and 
JRR Tolkien

   
   

   
    

  The White Ravens  l 2014

Internationale Jugendbibliothek

What the reviewers said
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978-1-910411-51-3 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 224pp / World Rights excl N America

The Best Medicine
Christine Hamill

Philip’s happy-go-lucky life is disrupted when 
his mother gets breast cancer. Bad enough 
that your mother is seriously ill – but could 
she not have developed a less embarrassing 
kind of cancer – toe cancer, maybe, or ear 
cancer? Philip’s attempts to cope with his 
situation are both hilarious and touching. 

Through it all, he’s writing letters to his hero, 
the comedian Harry Hill, looking for advice. 

A hilarious take on life, love, glasses – and medicine

‘Funny, moving and strangely empowering in its determination to laugh in the face 
of	the	seemingly	unbearable,	it’s	hard	to	believe	that	it’s	a	first	novel.	Look,	just	buy	
it. You won’t regret the decision.’ – John Connolly, New York Times Bestselling 
author of The Book of Lost Things

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE BRANFORD 
BOASE AwARD 2016

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE hARINGEY ChILDREN’S 
BOOK PRIZE 2016 AND ThE JAMES RECKITT huLL 

ChILDREN’S BOOK AwARD 2017

Christine Hamill

Philip’s humdrum life of school, friendship, 
poetry (it’s a long story) and comedy routines 

is disrupted when his mother gets breast cancer. 

Bad enough that your mum is seriously ill – 
but could she not have developed something less 
embarrassing? Toe cancer, maybe, or ear cancer? 

Then there’s The Yeti, The Goddess, The Meerkats 
and Philip’s best friend Ang. Oh, yes, and 

Mrs Chihuahua next door and her annoying mutt. 

Not to mention Philip’s hero, 
a certain TV comedian.

A hilarious take on life,
love, glasses – and cancer

“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit” - x justo
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£6.99 UK only

Little Island
www.littleisland.com Cover Design – The Project Twins

Published in
ISBN: 978-1-908195-86-9

9 7 8 1 9 0 8 1 9 5 8 6 9

A hilarious take on the 
unfunny subject of 

cancer

What the reviewers said
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Once upon a Place
compiled by Eoin Colfer

illustrated by P.J. Lynch

Former Irish Children’s Laureate and 
author of the bestselling Artemis Fowl 
series, Eoin Colfer compiled this beautiful 
anthology of stories and poems for 
children that focuses on the special link 
between story and place in Ireland. Lavish 
black-and-white charcoal illustrations by 
award-winning picturebook illustrator 

and current Children’s Laureate P.J. Lynch make this unique anthology a beautiful 
and collectible book.

Once upon a Place features six new poems by Irish poets alongside stories from 
many of Ireland’s leading children’s writers including Roddy Doyle, Derek Landy 
and	former	Irish	Children’s	Laureate	Siobhán	Parkinson,	as	well	as	the	first	ever	
story for children by Academy Award nominee Jim Sheridan, director of My left 
Foot, The Field and In America. It also feature new work by Eoin Colfer himself, along 
with Pat Boran, Seamus Cashman, John Connolly, Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, Mark 
Granier, Paula Leyden, Oisín McGann, Geraldine Mills, Jane Mitchell, Kate Newmann, 
Sarah Webb and Enda Wyley.

978-1-910411-37-7 / £11.99 / €15.99 / 224pp / HB / Australian Rights 
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Beautiful collection 
of short stories and 

poetry by some 
of Ireland’s finest 
children’s writers



39

A
G

E 10 +

32

ChOSEN AS A CLPE (CENTRE FOR LITERACY IN 
PRIMARY EDuCATION) BOOK OF ThE YEAR 2015

‘This book is a gift that could be 
given to any child of any age... But 
it’s also a gift we should buy for 
ourselves.	Rarely	does	one	find	
such a rainbow of outstanding 

talent in one little book, one truly 
exceptional anthology.’

– The Sunday independent

‘Places from various corners of our 
island serve as settings for writing 

which is evocative, atmospheric and 
invariably engaging. In every single case, 

Lynch in his striking black-and-white 
charcoal drawings has moved beneath 

the writer’s words to enhance and 
sharpen	our	insights	...	a	significant	

publication, affording ample evidence of 
the high quality of the best of our current 

children’s literature.’ 
– The Irish Times

‘The stories in the collection are certainly very varied; adventure stories, mysteries, 
stories of wonder are all included ... All readers will know more about Ireland when 
they have read the stories than they knew at the beginning but they would also see 

that stories such as these are universal.’ – Julia Eccleshare, The guardian

What the reviewers said
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978-1-84840-943-9 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 176pp / Commonwealth Rights

Gold
Geraldine Mills

Esper and Starn are twin boys who live in a grim 
world that has been almost laid waste by massive 
volcanic explosions. Very little grows in Orchard, 
which used to be a fruit-growing area, but with the 
death of insects and birds, pollination of the fruit 
trees is a tedious and precarious undertaking. 

When the boys discover an intriguing old 
manuscript in a locked room in their apartment, 

which tells of gold on one of the forbidden islands the people can see from the 
coastline, they determine to go on a gold-hunt. They construct a glider that takes 
them far from their home territory, and so begins a whole new adventure for the 
boys,	as	they	travel	from	island	to	island	in	search	of	gold.	They	do	in	the	end,	find	
the gold – but it is nothing like what they expected. 

‘A mile a minute adventure story. Wildly inventive and imaginative.  Mills is an 
exciting new voice in children’s literature.’ – Patricia Forde, author of The Wordsmith

‘An	imaginative	and	wondrous	adventure	...	exciting,	dramatic	and	filled	with	nuance	
and beauty. Written with clarity, compassion and purpose, gold is open enough to 
allow the reader to fulling engage; come to his or her own conclusions; paint his or 
her	own	pictures	in	the	realms	of	imagination.	An	amazing	story,	filled	with	life,	gold 
is a story to be treasured. This book simply sings!’ – The Bookbag

Classic adventure 
meets futuristic 
dystopian story

978-1-910411-55-1 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 224pp / World Rights

What the reviewers said
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It’s 1811.  Annie is a maid at Dinham house. 
Her brother makes hats for a mad hatter 
and her sister works as a glove-maker for a 
despicable	man.	When	a	fire	destroys	their	home	and	William	and	Annie	are	
accused	of	theft,	they	flee,	trying	to	make	their	way	to	the	sea.	But	danger	and	
deceptions lie ahead …

‘Maeve Friel is one of the most important Irish children’s novelists to emerge 
... and The Lantern Moon	is	among	her	finest	achievements.	It	successfully	
combines character, action and atmosphere.’ – Celia Keenan, lecturer and 
academic of children’s literature 

‘Maeve Friel’s children’s novels are written with style … The Lantern Moon is 
one of her very best titles, vigorously bringing history and its cast of credible 
characters and incidents assuredly to life.’ – Robert Dunbar, commentator on 
children’s books and reading

The Lantern Moon
Maeve Friel

Historical fiction 
by award-winning 

Irish author
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E 10+

34
978-1-84840-943-9 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 176pp / Commonwealth Rights

wINNER OF A BISTO 
MERIT AwARD FROM 
ChILDREN’S BOOKS 

IRELAND

What the reviewers said
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978-1-910411-54-4 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 256pp 

The Ministry of SUITs
Paul Gamble

It all begins with a shoe. Just one. In the middle of the road. Who loses one shoe? 
A one-legged person, obviously. And who has only one leg? A pirate, of course. So 
that’s how Jack gets an inkling that there are pirates about, but there’s no time 
to explain right now. Because the next thing is that Jack gets recruited into the 
Ministry of SUITs – Strange, Unusual and Impossible Things. 

Before long, he’s on a mission – to save his best friend David. Jack knows David 
is going to need saving because all the odd kids are going missing, and David is 
the oddest kid in the class. And sure enough, Jack and his partner in SUITs, Trudy, 
discover what’s going on with the pirates and the missing kids and – oh, a lot of 
other very weird (indeed, Strange, Unusual and Impossible) things.

Terry Pratchett 
meets Pirates of the 

Caribbean – 
only much funnier

35
UK and Ireland English Rights - Contact Bent Agency for Rights
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ShORTLISTED FOR ThE 
ChILDREN'S BOOKS 

IRELAND AwARDS 2017

ChOSEN AS BEST STORYLINE OF 
2016 BY PhOENIx COMICS

UK and Ireland English Rights - Contact Bent Agency for Rights

‘A zany explosion of hilarity’ – Eoin Colfer, author of the Artemis Fowl series and 
former	Laureate	na	nÓg

‘So far off the wall that the wall would need a passport to visit it. I wish I wrote this 
book’ – Mo O’hara,	author	of	My	Big	Fat	Zombie	Goldfish	series

‘The Ministry of Suits is a wonderful place, and the extracts from their handbook 
will have young readers giggling helplessly and then insisting on reading great chunks 
of it out to their unwilling parents ... It’s lively, with just the right balance of danger 
and comedy, and it’s chock-a-block with explanations so bizarre you just long for 
them to be true. Don’t miss it.’ – The Bookbag 

‘Think Douglas Adams or Terry Pratchett … it is very, very, very funny… Fans of the 
weird and the zany will devour this novel.’ – The Irish Times

‘A rollercoaster ride of excitement and hilarity … The fantastical elements are 
balanced impeccably alongside observations of the mundane… a joy to read’ – No 
More Workhorse

‘Smart, original and enormously entertaining … As a celebration of curiosity, a feast 
of footnotes and an invitation to imagine, this book is an absolute triumph – not to 
mention rib-achingly funny for all ages throughout’ – Teach Primary Magazine

What the reviewers said

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE TEACh 
PRIMARY NEw ChILDREN’S 

FICTION AwARD
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978-1-908195-99-9 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 256pp / World Rights excl N America and Denmark

On the death of her master, Letta is suddenly 
promoted from apprentice to wordsmith, 
charged with collecting and archiving words in 
post-apocalyptic, neo-medieval Ark. When she 
uncovers a sinister plan to suppress language 
and rob the people of Ark of the power of 
speech, she realises that she has to save not 
only words, but the culture itself.

Speculative fiction with a powerful political premise 

‘There is a welter of post-apocalyptic novels out there at the moment, but [this] 
stands out for its imaginative approach and its beautiful and careful use of language 
... It’s a vividly rendered allegory drawn with poetic phrasing that will suit older 
children with an eye for the complex.’ – The literary Review

wINNER – whITE RAVEN BOOK AwARD 2015

ShORTLISTED – ChILDREN’S BOOKS 
IRELAND AwARDS 2016

The Wordsmith
Patricia Forde

Unique and gripping 
dystopian story of 

how words make us 
who we are

37

What the reviewers said
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978-1-908195-99-9 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 256pp / World Rights excl N America and Denmark

Uprooted from city life by the death of his father, Dark is beckoned into a fairy 
ring	as	he	wanders	the	fields	near	his	new	home.		There,	he	meets	people	big	
and	small	whose	magnificent	stories	of	warriors,	monsters	and	the	fairy	people	
provide an escape from his crumbling school and home life and take him deep 
into the world of Fionn Mac Cumhaill and the Fianna in ancient Ireland.

Modern tales of the Fianna with adventure, heroism and redemption

‘A book to be savoured and read again and again’ –  Inis, the Magazine of Children’s 
Books Ireland

‘This is a book from the oral tradition – it would sparkle if read aloud’ – The Irish Times

Old Friends
The Lost Tales of Fionn Mac Cumhaill

Tom O’Neill

Irish folklore 
for a new 

audience of 
young readers

What the reviewers said

978-1-84840-941-5 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 448pp / World Rights excl N America
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The Prim Series
Deirdre Sullivan

978-1-84840-948-4, 978-1-908195-23-4 , 978-1-908195-90-6

Diary-style fiction with superb style and humour

When Primrose Leary’s mother dies in a bike accident involving a drunk driver, she 
has to move in with her dad Fintan – the quintessential Celtic fat cat – who’s been 
pretty much an absentee father up to this point. Written in diary format, the Prim 
Improper books are witty and tender and delivered through the voice of Primrose 
Leary – a clever, funny and wonderfully weird teenager.
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 £5.99 / €7.99 each / 240pp / World Rights excl N America

‘This Irish coming-of-age trilogy is alternately hilarious and poignant ... witty 
and tender without ever straying into sentimentality, emphasizing the value of 
compromise and of looking for the good in people who aren’t remotely like you – 
especially when you’re stuck with them because they’re family.’ – Publishers Weekly

‘Few authors can write hilarious books about serious subjects without awkward 
shifts in tone, but Sullivan pulls it off brilliantly’ – The Irish Times

‘Her	voice	is	genuine	and	free-flowing,	her	character	brilliantly	developed.		A	joy	to	
read and very memorable.’ – Children’s Book Buyer, Dubray Books

‘Deirdre Sullivan is my favourite Irish children’s writer, and Primrose’s second outing 
is	just	as	funny,	sad	and	convincing	as	her	first.	More,	please!’	– Anna Carey, author 
of The real rebecca and rebecca’s rules

‘Primrose Leary is a smart, funny and beautifully drawn character and her teen 
escapades will charm the socks off any Louise Rennison or Anna Carey fan’ – Sarah 
Webb, author of the Ask Amy Green series

‘Written with great humour and brilliant characters’ – Mary Esther Judy, bookseller 
and blogger at Fallen Star Stories

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE Eu PRIZE 
FOR LITERATuRE

ShORLISTED FOR ThE ChILDREN'S 
BOOKS IRELAND AwARD 

2013 AND 2015

What the reviewers said

Children's Books Ireland
Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
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It’s the Hallowe’en break, and Aimée McCourt Logan’s cross-
border exchange partner is coming to visit. More to the 
point, she’s bringing her dream-god brother Darren with her. 
Armed with her trusty stack of lists, a hot chocolate and the 
all-powerful Facebook – and with a little hindrance from her 
cat, Rainbow – nothing is impossible.

‘It is amazing. So funny, so slick, so clever. So very delightfully readable without 
ever	being	fluffy.		Adored	Aimée’s	voice.’	– Claire hennessy,  author of Nothing 
Tastes As good and reviewer for The Irish Times

978-1-908195-18-0 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 240pp /  World Rights excl N America

Large Mammals, Stick Insects and Other Social Misfits

Felicity McCall

A hilarious and honest story of  
virtual friends seeming more 
important than real ones …

The summer before Jack Klements begins high school in 
Seattle, his life is disrupted by a visit from his Irish cousin 
Finn, a ‘problem child’ sent from Dublin after being expelled 
from school. Obsessed with the violent computer game 
Gang Feud 3, Finn has trouble distinguishing between games 
and reality, and soon becomes dangerously involved with a 
Latino gang in the inner city.
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978-1-84840-947-7 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 192pp / World Rights excl N America

This Ain’t No Video Game, Kid!

Kevin Stevens
A pacy adventure story with 
divided loyalties at its heart

978-1-908195-00-5 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 288pp / Commonwealth English Rights
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978-1-908195-18-0 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 240pp /  World Rights excl N America

978-1-84840-947-7 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 192pp / World Rights excl N America

Mik has been skating on thin ice his entire life. When he is forced to leave his 
new home with his aunt Lena, he leaves behind icy northern Sweden and all his 
new friends, and his life becomes a living nightmare. Through forests and along 
train lines, over rapids and waterfalls, Mik is determined that nothing will stop 
him	from	finding	home	at	last.	

‘A novel of great power’ – The Irish Times  
‘Captivating’ – Books for Keeps
‘An incredibly powerful book ... the descriptive prose, of bleak wintry landscapes 
and dark, eerie forests often mirror the moral wilderness that Mik experiences 
as he makes his way precariously across both the literal and metaphorical 
patches of ‘thin ice’ in his desperate search to belong.’ – Outside In World

978-1-908195-00-5 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 288pp / Commonwealth English Rights

Thin Ice
Mikael Engström

Adventure story 
with tough 

themes, perfect 
for teenage boys

What the reviewers said

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE 
GERMAN INTERNATIONAL 
ChILDREN’S BOOK PRIZE
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Most	of	the	world	is	burning	or	flooded.	Few	places	are	still	habitable	–	and	one	
island is teeming with climate refugees. Life in the Badlands is dangerous, disease-
ridden, violent and controlled by gangsters and terrorists.

But Valentina lives high in the privileged Citadel, at the heart of the heavily 
protected Green Zone. She is the president’s daughter, sheltered, spoilt and 
arrogant. When she makes a secret trip to the Badlands, however, with her 
friends, Pippa and Damian, she is forced to face up to the realities of life on the 
island and to the responsibilities her position brings with it. 

‘Ambitious in its scope and impressive in its attainment’ – The Irish Times
‘This is the work of an author playing adroitly to his strengths’ – Books For Keeps

IY
L  

White Raven Award

Valentina
Kevin McDermott

978-1-908195-20-3 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 272pp / World excl Denmark and N America

Dystopian fiction told 
in the sharp voice of 
a heroine with a chip 

on her shoulder

What the reviewers said
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An intriguing murder mystery set in an 
imaginary world, peopled by vampires, 
dimorphs, luchrupáns and the odd –  
very odd –  Salmon Farsade, an orphan 
with the ability to read auras. Salmon 
becomes apprenticed to Muinbeo’s 
most famous nocturnal detective, the 

long-lived and sharp-toothed Inspector McCabe, and together they try to sniff 
out who killed Fen Maguire –  and why.

will appeal to fans of Derek Landy and JRR Tolkien 
with crossover potential

‘Chaotic, powerfully creative, wonderful, whilst utterly exasperating at times, 
littered with classic and classical Irish references all united in a glorious 
cacophony of intense delight and beauty ... this story is as sustaining as buttered 
fruit-cake	with	all	the	glory	of	a	besieged	post	office.		You	can	last	out	days	in	it.’	
– The British fantasy Society

COVER 
DESIGN BY 

AWARD-WINNING 
ILLUSTRATOR 

STEVE SIMPSON

978-1-908195-93-7  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 280pp / World Rights excl N. America

Good Red Herring
Susan Maxwell

Murder mystery 
meets fantasy in 
this intricate tale

What the reviewers said



52

Final exams are the only thing Ruán, Emma and Colm have 
in common … or so they think, until an accident changes 
everything.  A thoughtful novel about class divisions and 
how three young people can be worlds apart even when 
they live on the same block.
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978-1-908195-04-3 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 160pp / World Rights

Snobs, Dogs and Scobies

Elizabeth O’Hara

wINNER – ChILDREN’S BOOKS IRELAND MERIT AwARD

Thoughtful novel about class 
divisions in the inner city by 

award-winning author

Aisling and Julie are bickering when they are almost run over 
by a white horse with a red mane. Something strange is going 
on: the city looks changed; three castles for three queens 
blaze on the horizon and pigeons and seagulls are at war with 
one	another.	Can	Aisling	and	Julie	find	the	Wormwood	Gate	
and get back to Mortal Realms? And could it be possible that 
they	like	each	other	more	than	they	first	thought?

‘Original, inventive, and very funny. ’ – The Irish examiner
‘Super characterisation and a light-hearted sense of humour underline the story in 
the tradition of Diana Wynne Jones ... Katherine Farmar is a name to look for in the 
future.’ – Library Association of Ireland 2014

978-1-908195-24-1 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 292pp / World Rights excl N America

Wormwood Gate

Katherine Farmar
Stylish and humorous urban 

fantasy with an LGBT storyline
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Wherever It Is Summer
Tamara Bach

The last thing either Jana (13) or Louise (17) is looking for on this hot and boring 
summer is a friend of totally the wrong age. But then one day, they abandon their 
petty responsibilities and irritating families, and head off in a ‘borrowed’ car for a 
day by the lake. Their adventure is simple – beer, ice-cream, swimming, singing – 
but the friendship it forges between them turns out to be profound. When Jana 
experiences loss, it is only Louise’s tender and funny postcards that can haul her out 
of depression – right out of her bedroom window and off on another adventure. 

written in the alternating voices of its two heroines, this is a story about 
the power of love in its many forms

‘Wherever It Is Summer deftly explores the no-man’s-land between childhood 
and adulthood and the power of female friendship, in language that is subtle and 
surprising.’ – Deirdre Sullivan, author of Needlework

A touching story 
of the redemptive 

power of love. 

978-1-910411-56-8 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 160pp / World English Rights

wINNER

DEuTSCh-FRANZöSISChER 
JuGENDLITERATuRPREIS 

(GERMAN/FRENCh AwARD FOR 
ChILDREN’S/YA LITERATuRE) 2013 
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46

What the reviewers said



545454

A
G

E 
14

+

The	only	riding	fifteen-year-old	Declan	has	ever	done	is	joyriding.	When	he’s	
forced	to	stay	with	his	snobby	cousin	‘Princess’	Vicky,	he’s	shocked	to	find	
himself falling in love with horses. Vicky would do anything to keep Declan out 
of her already perfect life and away from her precious showjumper, Flight, no 
matter who gets hurt. Taking Flight moves from a harsh, working-class housing 
estate to the glamour of the showjumping ring.

‘A	gripping	novel	that	will	hold	the	reader’s	attention	until	the	final	page	...	it	will	

suit any kind of reader, even those with no experience of or interest in horses ... 
masterfully	told,	with	a	flowing	sensitivity	sure	to	be	appreciated	by	teenagers.’		
– Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland
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wINNER CBI HONOUR FOR FICTION 2011
wINNER CBI CHILDREN’S CHOICE AWARD 2011

Taking Flight
Sheena Wilkinson

978-1-84840-949-1  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 320pp / World excl N America

A fast-paced story 
full of conflict, 

jealousy and courage
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LIST 2012

wINNER CBI BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2013
wINNER CBI CHILDREN’S CHOICE AWARD 2013
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There’s nothing for Declan at home only dark history that he’d rather forget, so 
when he is offered his dream job in a show-jumping yard in Germany, he should 
be thrilled. But leaving his girlfriend is a hard prospect. Then there’s a troubled 
young	fellow,	Cian,	that	he	feels	somehow	responsible	for.		And	when	he	finds	a	
traumatised horse in a derelict barn, he can’t just up and leave …

 

‘Entirely engaging but also hard-hitting ... It is the kind of good writing that a 
young adult readership deserve. ‘ – Culture Northern Ireland

‘Masterfully structured’ – The Sunday Business Post

Grounded
Sheena Wilkinson

978-1-908195-17-3  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 296pp / World excl N America

A gripping story of 
courage, fear, despair 

and joy

What the reviewers said
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No Heroes
Anna Seidl

9781910411322  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 280pp / World English Rights

Miriam is an ordinary schoolgirl with a carefree 
bunch of friends, but her ordinary happiness is 
shattered when one of Miriam’s schoolmates 

goes berserk one day at school with a handgun and kills several pupils and teachers. 
Miriam’s boyfriend Toby is shot right in front of her. Miriam and her surviving friends 
are distraught. Shock, grief, bereavement, terror – Miriam and her friends run the 
gamut of emotions in the days, weeks and months following the shooting. But the 
worst emotion of all is guilt. ‘Is it our fault?’ is the haunting question that tortures 
Miriam as she tries to piece her life together again.

A psychologically convincing study of grief, loss and 
guilt and their effects on young lives 

‘An accessible and surprisingly relatable story, no Heroes evokes a vivid picture 
of life as a teenager; delving into issues of family, bullying, grief, and relationships. 
Gritty,	heartbreaking,	but	ultimately	life-affirming;	No	Heroes	doesn’t	sugar	coat	the	
hardships.’ – Emily Elphinstone, author and reviewer 

‘An intense and challenging story… A great and brave debut novel.’ – Irish examiner

The story of a school shooting 
and its awful aftermath, 

written by a 16-year-old author

wINNER OF ThE EMERGING AuThOR 
AwARD (NAChwuChSPREIS) FROM ThE 

GERMAN ACADEMY FOR ChILDREN’S AND 
YA LITERATuRE

 
ShORTLISTED FOR ThE uh! LITERATuR 
PRIZE (ChOSEN BY YOuNG READERS)
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When a handsome 17-year-old called Luke 
Bressan	arrives	at	the	snobby	Mansfield	High,	
all female eyes are on him. But to the disgust 
of the most popular girls in class, it’s the caring  
Esther Wilson that Luke chooses as his girlfriend. Esther is mad about Luke but 
she can’t help thinking there is something slightly awry.  And she’s right. Luke is in 
foster	care,	but	that’s	not	the	problem.	He	has	occasional	epileptic	fits,	but	it’s	not	
that either. Esther can sense a shadow from Luke’s past but she can’t identify it – 
and he won’t. 

‘Wilkinson’s best book to date... she deals with the issues of love, sexuality, and 
class extremely well. I would highly recommend it.’ – Louise O’Neill, author of 
Only Ever Yours and Asking For It
‘The strength of this remarkable book derives from the credibility of its characters. 
It	is	a	daunting	task	to	depict	in	fiction	a	character	who	has	a	serious	medical	
problem but nevertheless commands the reader’s absolute attention, but a task 
Wilkinson	succeeds	in	fulfilling’	–	Books for Keeps

9781910411322  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 280pp / World English Rights
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Still Falling
Sheena Wilkinson

Told from alternating 
perspectives, a story 
of love, loss, anguish 

and hope

978-1-908195-92-0 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 320pp / World Rights excl N America

What the reviewers said

FROM THE AWARD-WINNING 
AUTHOR OF Taking fligHT 
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A Lonely Note
Kevin Stevens

Tariq is beset by danger on the streets 
and	by	conflict	at	home.	Music	is	his	
only consolation. When he forms a new 
friendship with the volatile but intriguing 
record-store owner, Jamal, Tariq discovers 
the world of jazz and the man he could 
become.

The	violence	that	has	long	threatened	finally	erupts,	and	things	suddenly	clarify	
for Tariq. He takes the ultimate risk – not on behalf of his friend but on behalf of 
his enemy – and the disparate worlds of modern America and traditional Islam 
come together in an unexpected and gripping resolution.

Peace and violence, faith and mistrust, thriller and literary fiction – 

this is a supreme story of a young man caught between two worlds

‘Gripping, engaging and beautifully told’ – dublin review of Books
‘I loved this book. Its tender, intelligent interrogation of male adolescent 
desperation	is	unflinching,	as	is	its	take	on	other	big	subjects’	– The Irish Times

Story of an Iraqi 
Muslim boy growing 

up in modern 
America

978-1-910411-31-5  / £7.99 / €9.99 / 256pp / World Rights

What the reviewers said
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Flick is the story of a girl torn apart by pressure to 
conform to what her peers think is ‘normal’. Meade 
fearlessly brings the reader on a dark journey as Flick 
struggles	to	resolve	a	conflict	within	herself.	Meade	
has created an inspiring character who, instead of 
succumbing	to	darkness,	finds	the	courage	to	be	
herself. 

A coming-out novel for teenage girls

‘Impressive and accomplished’ – The Irish Times

YO
U

N
G

 A
D

U
LT

52

Nance, a young black girl, is trying to piece together 
the true story of her adoption, beginning with a 
newly-discovered photograph of herself as a baby. 
Her boyfriend is struggling to cope with his crumbling 
family life and a sense that he’s going nowhere fast. 
Nance is searching for her past. He is searching for a 
future. Things aren’t always what they seem and white 
lies can cover up some of the darkest secrets.

YA novel with themes of race, 
identity and the search for the truth

Flick
Geraldine Meade

White Lies
Mark O’Sullivan

978-1-908195-01-2 / £6.99 / €8.99 / 288pp / World Rights excl N America

978-1-84840-942-2 / £5.99 / €7.99 / 208pp / World excl Turkey, Germany, France
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Ces longs to be a tattoo artist and embroider 
skin with beautiful images. But for now she’s 
just trying to reach adulthood without falling 
apart. She lives with Laura, who’s not a very 
good mother; she’s having a relationship with 
Tom, who’s not a very good boyfriend; and she 
and her mother have recently left Francis, who 
has been the very worst kind of father.

The courageous story of how an abused young woman draws on her 
own resources to recover her self-worth and reclaim her body.

‘Reading Needlework	is	similar	to	getting	your	first	tattoo	–	it’s	searing,	often	
painful, but it is an experience you’ll never forget.’    – Louise O’Neill, author of 
Only Ever Yours and Asking For It

‘Sullivan	confronts	a	difficult	subject	matter	head-on,	yet	with	subtlety	and	grace	
... Needlework is a powerful novel that deserves to be read.’  – Sarah Crossan, 
winner of the Carnegie Medal for One
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Needlework
Deirdre Sullivan

Powerful, poetic and 
disturbing - YA novel 
exploring themes of 
abuse and recovery

What the reviewers said

978-1-910411-50-6 / £7.99 / €9.99 / 242pp / World Rights excl N America

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE ChILDREN'S 
BOOKS IRELAND AwARDS 2017

ShORTLISTED FOR ThE IRISh BOOK 
AwARDS 2016
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FOR BOOKSHOPS IN IRELAND
Order from Conor Hackett

Hackett | Flynn 
36 Cloch Choirneal, Old Coach Road, Balrothery, 

Balbriggan, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
M: +353 (0)86 851 8501
T: +353 (0)1 849 6533

E:	mail@hackettflynn.com

FOR BOOKSHOPS IN THE UK
Order from Bounce Sales and Marketing

Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd.
320 City Road

London
EC1V 2NZ

T: 020 7138 3650      
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

FOR DIRECT SALES OR QUERIES
Order from Little Island

7 Kenilworth Park,
Dublin 6W

T. +353 (0)85 2283 060
E: grainne.clear@littleisland.ie

www.littleisland.ie
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Find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/LittleIslandBooks

Follow us on Twitter:
@LittleIslandBks

Little Island Books
7 Kenilworth Park

Dublin 6W
Ireland

Tel: +353 (0) 85 228 3060
Email: info@littleisland.ie

www.littleisland.ie

Follow us on Instagram:
@LittleIslandBks
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