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Here at Barrington Stoke we’re all about cracking reading. 
From our shapely font that promotes character recognition 
to our tinted paper that is easier on the eyes, everything 
about our books is calculated to break down the barriers that 
can prevent young people growing a love of reading – from 
dyslexia to visual stress, language issues to simple reluctance. 

Of course, you don’t need to be a reluctant or struggling 
reader to enjoy our books. This year we have an incredible 
range of stories from the best authors and illustrators 
anywhere. We have stories to warm the heart, chill the spine 
and tickle your funny bone. We’ve also got plenty of food for 
thought.

We hope you enjoy the catalogue and here’s to more books 
more children can read.

See below for a quick checklist of the features of our books 
that help you match the right read to the right reader.

Reading Age (RA)

Interest Age (IA)

CHECK THE LEVEL CHECK THE THEME

www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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ISBN 978-1-78112-828-2

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

FEB

978-1-78112-736-0 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Durham | Illustrator location: West Sussex

978-1-78112-792-6 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 80pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Devon | Illustrator location: London

We Are Not Frogs!
Michael Morpurgo
With illustrations by Sam Usher

Children’s literature legend Michael Morpurgo teams 
up with illustration star Sam Usher for a rollicking 
countryside adventure story, now in a Little Gems edition 
for more parents and children to share together.

The frogs and toads are busy playing long-jump and getting muddy 
in the garden. But then Mutt the dog comes bouncing along … with 
Jago and Alice too. The children are determined to count all the 
frogs, but Mutt has ideas of his own. Soon there are frogs hopping 
about EVERYWHERE!

PramBusters!
Anne Fine
With illustrations by Vicki Gausden

A funny and charming Little Gem from national treasure 
Anne Fine, with beautiful artwork by illustration star 
Vicki Gausden – Anne’s collaborator on The Gingerbread 
Star and Out for the Count.

Malik and his team of PramBusters are on a mission to create the 
best baby-transport system ever. They want to WIN the competition! 
But some of the team have got some VERY odd ideas … How on 
earth will PramBusters get the job done?

Little Gems | 3



LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

JUNAPR

978-1-78112-762-9 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 104pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Kent | Illustrator location: Edinburgh

978-1-78112-697-4 

978-1-78112-735-3 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 112pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Oxford | Illustrator location: London

978-1-78112-770-4 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: County Dublin | Illustrator location: Leicestershire

978-1-78112-768-1 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: London | Illustrator location: Leeds

Rose’s Dress of Dreams
Katherine Woodfine
With illustrations by Kate Pankhurst

Inspired by the life of Rose Bertin, Katherine Woodfine’s 
stunning Little Gem is written with an evocative sense of 
period furthered by beautiful full-colour illustrations by 
Kate Pankhurst.

Silver sparkles like moonlight … Gold 
glitters like treasure … Silk swirls like the 
sea … Rose dreams of dresses! And in 
those dreams, she sews the most fabulous 
gowns for the ladies of the French royal 
court. But Rose’s outfits are too … 
unusual. No one has ever seen ideas like 
hers before. Can an unexpected meeting 
offer Rose the chance to make her 
dreams come true?

Mariella, Queen 
of the Skies
Eoin Colfer
With illustrations by Katy Halford

Super-smart inventor Mariella doesn’t have time for sleep 
in this funny and life‑affirming gem from award‑winning 
beloved author Eoin Colfer, featuring full-colour 
illustrations from rising star Katy Halford.

Super-smart Mariella loves nothing more than inventing, but bedtime 
keeps getting in the way of all her brilliant ideas. There’s only one 
thing for it – Mariella has to build a rocket-powered flying suit to zap 
her round the world faster than the setting sun! If anyone can invent 
such a thing, it’s Mariella. But without sleep, will Mariella’s brilliant 
ideas just disappear?

Norman the Norman and 
the Very Small Duchess
Philip Ardagh
With illustrations by Tom Morgan-Jones

Another hilarious sword-swinging adventure with little 
hero Norman from the riotously funny comedy dream 
team in a full-colour Little Gems package.

Norman the Norman from Normandy is back! He’s as small as ever 
and still has his great BIG sword. This time, he’s caught the eye of 
mini Matilda, Duchess of Normandy, whose husband, the Duke, is 
planning the Norman Conquest of England. And who better for him 
to have at his side? Well, anyone but Norman of course. Where 
Norman goes, trouble follows … along with a very poisonous toad.

The Great Telephone 
Mix‑Up
Sally Nicholls
With illustrations by Sheena Dempsey

A charming tale of community, making new connections 
and lending a helping hand, from a successful author and 
illustrator pairing.

Brrrriiing! Brrrriiing! Brrrriiing! Who IS that calling? Margaret has a 
May Fair to sort. Jai wants to talk to Aditi. Jean needs a new home 
for her cat … And – oh no! – all the phones in the village are in a 
muddle. Only Arthur’s not fussed. He’s too busy playing to answer 
the phone. But someone needs to untangle the great telephone 
mix-up …
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LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

JUL

REISSUED FOR CHRISTMAS 2018

978-1-78112-710-0 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB 
96pp | 126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: London 
Illustrator location: Brighton | Reissue October 2018

978-1-78112-830-5 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour PB | 96pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Kent | Illustrator location: Los Angeles

JUL

978-1-78112-827-5 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 80pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author Location: Brighton

Splash Day!
Nick Sharratt

A fun and colourful rhyming tale 
from one of the UK’s most beloved 
author–illustrators, Nick Sharratt.

Splish, splosh, splash! It’s Splash Day and 
everyone is ready for a water fight! They’ve 
got their trunks and wetsuits, wellies and 
rubber rings, and Mrs Rose even has a great 
big hose! Join in with all the splashing fun in 
Nick Sharratt’s beautiful debut Little Gem. 
Bursting with rhyme, rhythm and energy for 
little ones to enjoy, it’s the perfect book for 
a young reader’s first steps on the path to 
reading independence.

Nick Sharratt trained at Manchester Polytechnic and St Martin’s School of 

Art. He is perhaps best known for his collaborations with Dame Jacqueline 

Wilson but has illustrated works by numerous other authors, including 

Jeremy Strong and Julia Donaldson, as well as writing and illustrating about 

40 books of his own. He has won many awards, including the Smarties Book 

Prize and the Children’s Book Award, and has been nominated for the Kate 

Greenaway Medal.

Grandpa Bert and the 
Ghost Snatchers
Malorie Blackman
With illustrations by Melanie Demmer

A pleasingly absurd caper where kids outwit crooks, 
ghosts are let out of the bag and grandparents refuse 
to behave! From beloved and bestselling author Malorie 
Blackman.

Anna and Kasper think Grandma Gertie is rather strange, with her 
big square glasses and a real parrot on her hat. But the strangest 
thing of all is the secret she’s carrying. Grandpa Bert is a ghost, and 
he’s travelled all the way from Barbados squished inside Grandma’s 
handbag! Even worse, they’re being followed, and Grandpa Bert 
could be in very grave danger. Can Anna and Kasper stop the Ghost 
Snatchers before it’s too late?

I Killed Father Christmas
Anthony McGowan
With illustrations by Chris Riddell

A delightfully witty and tender-hearted Christmas 
story, introducing a unique author-and-illustrator 
collaboration.

It’s Christmas Eve and Jo-Jo’s mum and dad are having the 
biggest argument ever – and it’s all his fault. Jo-Jo has KILLED 
Father Christmas! Whatever can Jo-Jo do to bring back the 
magic of Christmas?

“A heart-warming festive adventure story … with a 
healthy dose of humour” SCOTSMAN
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8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

AUG FEB/MAR

978-1-78112-766-7 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour | PB | 96pp 
126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Bath | Illustrator location: Surrey

978-1-78112-721-6 

©
 Justine Stoddart 

978-1-78112-714-8

978-1-78112-370-6

978-1-78112-531-1

978-1-78112-715-5

Big Trouble for 
Nellie Choc‑Ice
Jeremy Strong
With illustrations by Jamie Smith

Another hilarious Little Gem from 
Jeremy Strong, the master of comic 
writing for children, with character-
packed illustration from Jamie 
Smith.

Nellie Choc-Ice is in trouble again – 
BIG trouble! It’s time for the greatest 
penguin-explorer the world has ever known 
to head back home to the South Pole. Nellie 
gets a lift from Captain Beardy-Beard, but 
when they have to re-fuel in New York City, 
his submarine is hijacked and it’s up to Nellie 
to save the day.

Jeremy Strong is one of the UK’s highest profile authors for young readers 

and has a particular gift for humour, which has seen him crowned Puffin’s King 

of Comedy. He worked as a head teacher before writing full time, and he has 

won a raft of awards, including the Red House Children’s Book Award.

Illustrator: Michael Broad | 978-1-78112-786-5 | £5.99 
4u2read 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | PB | 64pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: East Sussex

978-1-78112-716-2 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8+ | B&W 
PB | 120pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Brighton

Free Lance and the 
Dragon’s Hoard
Paul Stewart & Chris Riddell
The final instalment in the hilarious daring adventures of 
Free Lance, the courageous mercenary knight, from the 
bestselling duo behind The Edge Chronicles.

Free Lance loves life on the road. No master to lord it over him. His 
luck is his own to make. But when Free Lance takes on a “nice little 
earner”, he soon finds himself in deep trouble. A fat merchant, a 
damsel in distress, two good-for-nothing bandits – and a very greedy 
dragon. Will this adventure mark the end of Free Lance’s days?

Shona, Word Detective
John Agard
A warm and charming tale of diversity, language and the 
shared cultures that make up modern life. Featuring the 
same wonderful characters from 2014’s All Sorts to Make a 
World and 2016’s Going Batty.

Shona is a Word Detective on a mission! She loves tracking down 
unusual words to share with the world. But strange plans are afoot 
to make lots of brilliant words extinct. And there’s a trail of language 
clues to follow … Don’t be BAMBOOZLED! Can YOU help Shona, a 
professor and a parrot solve the clues?
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8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Illustrator: Chris Chalik | 978-1-78112-771-1 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 72pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Liverpool

Illustrator: Steve May | 978-1-78112-772-8 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 72pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: London

Noah Scape: Can’t Stop 
Repeating Himself

Guy Bass
Noah proves that getting what you want isn’t always 
what you need in this laugh-out-loud comedy from one of 
the fastest-rising stars of the children’s book world.

Noah Scape loves dinosaurs and spaghetti with tomato sauce. But 
Noah doesn’t always get what he wants and when school doesn’t 
revolve around dinosaur facts and lunch isn’t always his tried and 
tested favourite, well ... enough is enough! It’s time for him to stop 
wishing and to decide on exactly what he needs: a world full of 
Noahs! Let the doubling begin …

The Knights and the 
Best Quest
Kaye Umansky
A masterly and hilarious retelling of King Arthur and the 
Knights of the Round Table, from award-winning queen of 
funny, Kaye Umansky.

The Knights of the Drop-Leaf Table are on a quest. They’ve drawn up 
the rules and hit the road on their less-than-trusty steeds to prove 
who is the best! Will they return with magic amulets, dragon’s heads 
and damsels in distress, or will the temptations from Mrs Spunge’s 
kitchen prove too tasty to resist?

Dream Team
Alan Gibbons
A fact‑filled football story about the importance of 
team-work, bursting with friendship and fun. A must for 
football fans everywhere.

Football is Cairo’s passion. He’s proud to be captain of East End 
United. But Cairo’s temper flares up far too fast – at the opposition 
and his team-mates. Soon his bad-boy antics will land United 
in trouble. The team must pull together before it’s too late. Can 
football’s biggest stars motivate United to play as a team again?

Bella’s Den
Berlie Doherty
A beautiful tale from award-winning author Berlie 
Doherty, full of friendship and foxes, and perfect for 
budding countryside explorers.

Bella has a secret – one that she is very good at keeping. The secret 
is a den, hidden among trees on a muddy slope. Nearby, some foxes 
have a den of their own. But when the secret is betrayed, the foxes’ 
lives are put in danger, and so is a special friendship.

MAR/APR MAY

Illustrator: Ellie Snowdon | 978-1-78112-811-4 | £5.99 
4u2read 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | PB | 64pp 
B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Derbyshire

Illustrator: Ben Whitehouse | 978-1-78112-767-4 | £5.99 
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 88pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: London

978-1-78112-133-7

978-1-78112-563-2

978-1-78112-691-2

978-1-78112-690-5
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8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

8–12 FICTION

Super‑readable, dyslexia‑friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Illustrator: Vicki Gausden | 978-1-78112-788-9 | £5.99 
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8+ | B&W | PB | 80pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Durham

978-1-78112-810-7 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8+ 
B&W | PB | 112pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Vienna

JUN JUN/JUL

978-1-78112-828-2 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 
B&W | PB | 112pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Somerset

Illustrator: Sarah Horne | 978-1-78112-813-8 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 64pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Dorset

978-1-78112-572-4

Houdini and the Five ‑Cent 
Circus
Keith Gray
A thrilling re-imagining of Houdini’s childhood years and 
the early adventures that led to him becoming the master 
of escape, from the award-winning author of Ostrich Boys.

The year is 1885 and Erik Weiss is in trouble again. To win a dare 
and a place in his friend Jack’s homespun circus, Erik picks the locks 
of all the local shops. But when an itinerant thief spots his uncanny 
talent, Erik finds himself in grave danger. As time ticks away, will Erik 
be able to perform his first great escape?

Jason Banks and the 
Pumpkin of Doom
Gillian Cross
With illustrations by Sarah Horne

A charming and witty tale of bullies, pumpkins and 
unlikely friendships from award-winning author Gillian 
Cross.

Jason Banks is a bully. Everyone is scared of him, but no one dares to 
tell the teachers. It’s time that someone taught Jason a lesson, and 
he might just have met his match in the strange pumpkin that keeps 
appearing on his doorstep. Will Jason ever learn the error of his 
ways? And can he crack the case of the dreaded Pumpkin of Doom?

Back On Weird Street
Anne Fine
Three more sharp, unnerving tales told with all of Anne 
Fine’s trademark eye for drama and suspense. Perfect to 
thrill and chill.

Three friends set a story-telling challenge on a cold afternoon. But 
soon it’s not just the wintry sun that brings a chill to the air … Laila’s 
story is about a voice whispering from beyond the grave. Asim’s 
story is about a child abandoned long ago. Tom’s story is about a 
garden haunted by a boy with a strange scar. Who has the spookiest 
story of all?

Run Wild
Gill Lewis
A thought-provoking and touching story of the bond 
between children and nature, from a renowned storyteller 
and award-winning author.

Izzy and Asha need a space to call their own, where they can 
practise their skateboarding away from the Skull brothers and 
escape from trouble at home. But the derelict gasworks where they 
stake their claim already belongs to something else – a wilderness 
they never expected to find and an injured wolf that desperately 
needs their help. Can they reconnect to the wild and save the wolf? 
Or is their pack too weak to fight much stronger powers? A stunning 
tale of our lost connection to nature and the wild that hides in us all.

12 | 8–12 Fiction 8–12 Fiction | 13



8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Illustrator: Tom Percival | 978-1-78112-836-7 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 80pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Fort William

Illustrator: Korky Paul | 978-1-78112-826-8 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 80pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Edinburgh

AUG SEP

Illustrator: Mike Lowery | 978-1-78112-823-7 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 80pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Kent

Illustrator: Katie Hickey | 978-1-78112-840-4 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 96pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: East Sussex

Anty Hero
Barry Hutchison
An entertaining, laugh-out-loud tale of school 
life, bullies and bugs from the author of Spectre 
Collectors.

Ant isn’t like many other boys. His clothes are always dirty, 
there are often bugs in his hair and he doesn’t even know 
anything about footie! But what really sets him apart is 
what’s hiding behind his ginormous green sunglasses – and 
that has to be seen to be believed …

The Fiendish Revenge of 
Leroy Jones
Vivian French
With illustrations by Korky Paul

A comical cautionary tale from award-winning 
author Vivian French, brought to life by the 
instantly recognisable inky artwork of illustration 
legend Korky Paul.

Leroy Jones is a very ordinary boy blessed with a truly 
ridiculous name – one that he is determined to keep hidden 
from everyone. But when he is paired with the bossy Amy 
Strundle for a project, she’s set to be a thorn in his side and 
wants everyone to know his secret. Can Leroy find a way to 
get his revenge and is it really a dish best served cold?

Race to the Frozen North: 
The Matthew Henson Story

Catherine Johnson
A powerful, adventure‑packed story of the first man to 
reach the North Pole, by the award-winning author of 
Sawbones.

When orphan Matthew Henson ran away from his violent 
stepmother to find a new life in the big city, no one could have 
predicted that he would become the first man to reach the North 
Pole. His life story is a remarkable tale, full of adventure on the high 
seas and of endurance in hostile Arctic conditions. But it is also a 
story of prejudice and bigotry, with his achievement as an African 
American being hidden from history until thirty years after his death.

A Dangerous Game
Malorie Blackman
An exciting school trip goes horribly wrong in this thrilling 
adventure from a multi-award-winning master storyteller.

Sam has sickle-cell anaemia and, though things can be hard when 
his illness flares up, Mum and Dad seem convinced that he’s never 
well enough to do anything fun. All he wants is the chance to have 
a normal life like his friends, and that includes going on an exciting 
school trip to the Scottish Highlands. When Mum and Dad finally 
agree, Sam hopes the trip can be his chance to prove how strong he 
is. Unfortunately, the bullies from his class have other ideas, and the 
trip turns out to be more dangerous than Sam could have imagined.

8–12 Fiction | 1514 | 8–12 Fiction
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8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Illustrator: Katie Kear | 978-1-78112-816-9 | £5.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 96pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: London

Illustrator: Chris Priestley | 978-1-78112-833-6 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 112pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Cambridge

SEP OCT

Illustrator: Mike Byrne | 978-1-78112-769-8 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction 
Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 96pp | 145 x 185mm | BIC code: YF 5AR 
CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Powys

“[Nicola Davies] writes with passion and 
knowledge” THE SUNDAY TIMES

Nicola Davies is an award-winning author whose many books for children 

include Ice Bear, Big Blue Whale and King of the Sky. She is a Zoology 

graduate, an expert in whales and bats, and has worked for the BBC Natural 

History Unit.

Still Water
Chris Priestley
Another terrifying Second World War horror story from 
the author of Tales of Terror, perfect for fans of Darren 
Shan and Neil Gaiman.

When Rosie is evacuated from London, she’s taken in by kind 
Mrs Taylor and her daughter Mary. But all is not as it seems. Mary 
resents and bullies Rosie, and Mrs Taylor tries to hide a dark and 
terrible secret that has haunted her for years. Rosie thinks she’s 
finally found friendship in a new stranger, but the mysterious girl 
reveals a horrifying truth that will change their lives for ever …

The Lost Diary of Sami Star
Karen McCombie
A wonderfully warm and touching story of friendship, 
identity and kindness from a top-notch tween author.

Life at home is hard for Hannah at the moment. Mum, Dad and 
Vix are always fighting, so they’ve got no time for Hannah or 
her worries. She might as well be invisible. But when she finds an 
abandoned diary in the park containing snippets and photographs 
of the colourful life of the mysterious Sami Star, Hannah hopes she 
might have found the real friend she’s always needed. Little does 
Hannah know that Sami needs her too …

The Dog that Saved 
Christmas
Nicola Davies

A heart-warming tale of one boy and 
the dog that changes his life, from 
a much-loved and award-winning 
author.

For most kids, Christmas is the best time 
of the year. But for Jake, it’s a nightmare 
of bright lights, noise and change – to his 
routine and to the way everything looks 
around him. Then one day he finds a little 
dog lost in the street and adopts her as his 
own. Jake and Susan form a special bond 
that helps him to cope with the things that 
usually stress him out, and maybe there’s a 
chance that this Christmas will be one that 
the whole family can enjoy.

8–12 Fiction | 1716 | 8–12 Fiction



NEW EDITIONS8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

978-1-78112-734-6 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8+ 
B&W | PB | 96pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Authors’ locations: Greenock/Edinburgh

978-1-78112-707-0 | £6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W 
PB | 96pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: West Sussex

Illustrator: Joanna Carey | 978-1-78112-752-0 | £5.99 
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 64pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Devon

Illustrator: Joanna Carey | 978-1-78112-773-5 | £5.99 
4u2read 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | PB | 64pp 
B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Devon

Illustrator: Charlie Alder | 978-1-78112-793-3 | £5.99 
4u2read 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W  PB | 72pp 
B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Norfolk

OCT JAN/FEB

Virtual Kombat: Virus
Chris Bradford
A thrilling sequel to Gamer from the bestselling 
author of Bodyguard.

In Gamer, Scott escaped from Virtual Kombat – the all-too-
real virtual-reality game in which Vince Power risks the lives 
of street kids for profit. Scott’s now on the run and comes 
across a gang of techno-hackers who share his wish to 
destroy VK. They’ve developed a virus that could do the job, 
but in order to implant it Scott has to re-enter the arena and 
risk being trapped inside the game for ever ...

Who’s a Big Bully Then?
Michael Morpurgo
A brand-new edition of the humorous tale of a boy, a bully and a 
serious case of mistaken identity, now with cover artwork by the 
award-winning Catherine Rayner.

“We’ve got this bull, a massive reddy brown bull with horns that are long and curved 
and pointed. He’s called Olympus, or ‘Olly’ for short.”

Olly is a bull. A very big bull. Darren Bishop is a bully. A very nasty bully. What 
will happen when one of Darren’s victim’s dares him to take on Olly?

Wartman
Michael Morpurgo
A brand-new 4u2read edition celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
the touching tale of Dilly “Wartman” Watson and magic Mr Ben, 
now with cover artwork by the award-winning Catherine Rayner.

“I wish I’d broken my leg playing football. Or I wish I’d been ill. But instead I got a 
wart.”

Dilly’s life was great till he got a wart on his knee. Now everyone stares and calls 
him “Wartman”. How can Dilly get rid of the wart and get his life back on track?

Cherry Green Story Queen
Annie Dalton
A brand-new 4u2read edition of a charming modern-day take on the 
Arabian Nights stories, perfect for fans of Jacqueline Wilson.

Have you ever felt like you’re stuck in the wrong story? Mia does. And so do 
Juno, Kyle and Billy. They all wish they could change their stories. Leave the 
foster home. Be back at home again. But those are impossible wishes … Aren’t 
they? Then Cherry Green turns up with her big book of stories. Will the friends 
find a happy ending after all?

White Feather
Catherine & David MacPhail
A moving tale of loss and cowardice in WW1.

The war is won, but for Charlie there is little to celebrate. His 
brother never returned from no man’s land and died not as a 
hero but executed as a coward. Refusing to believe that his 
brother was a traitor, a grief-stricken Charlie is pushed to the 
edge in his dark quest to uncover the horrifying truth ...
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The Cupcake Wedding
Gillian Cross
A heart-warming new 4u2read from an award-winning author,  
great for young Bake Off fans!

Holly’s sister Mia is going to marry her boyfriend James – but they’re only 19 
and money is tight. They need all the help they can get, so Holly decides to put 
her baking skills – and all her friends! – to the test and surprise the happy couple 
with a wedding cake like no other. What could possibly go wrong?

The Hat Trick
Terry Deary
A new edition of the perennially popular football-tale-with-a-
twist from the award-winning author and Horrible Histories family 
favourite.

Jud has got some new football boots – boots that might well turn out to be 
magic! And today’s the big match. There’s everything to play for. But Jud’s team 
have gone 2–0 down and now their star player is hurt. Can Jud save the day?

Young Dracula
Michael Lawrence
The classic laugh-out-loud horror that inspired the hit BBC series 
Young Dracula, now in an attractive low-reading-age edition, 
gloriously illustrated by Chris Mould throughout.

Meet Wilfred. He’s the only son of old Count Dracula. Soon Wilfred will inherit 
his father’s title. Then he’ll be the greatest vampire of them all. But Wilfred 
prefers fresh milk from the cow to fresh blood from the neck. Vampire? Wimpire 
more like!

Just Plain Weird
Kaye Umansky
A silly and riotous tale of the craziest family you know 
from the award-winning queen of funny, delightfully 
illustrated in black and white by inky genius Chris Mould 
and packed with fun extras.

The Primms may be the neatest, tidiest family ever. But when the 
Weirds move in next door – with their explosive experiments, daring 
stunts and black cat Ginger – Pinchton Primm’s quiet life will never 
be the same. Buckle up for a whirlwind adventure with a family like 
no other!

Hari and His Electric Feet
Alexander McCall Smith
With an authentic Indian backdrop, this is a feel-good 
story that shimmers with all of Alexander McCall Smith’s 
trademark optimism and joy.

Hari is an ordinary boy with an extraordinary talent. He has an easy 
smile, a spring in his step and likes nothing more than watching – 
and learning from – his beloved Bollywood films. Hari so entrances 
everyone with his magical moves that soon he’s travelling the world 
to bring peace and harmony to everyone!

Sunday Times Children’s Book of the Week

“Funny, clear, with a kind message and a moral 
purpose characteristic of McCall Smith, this is also 
a celebration of the power of art. And Sam Usher’s 
deft comic illustrations ... make this an exquisite 
object” NICOLETTE JONES, SUNDAY TIMES
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Armistice Runner
Tom Palmer

A powerful intergenerational tale 
that honours forgotten heroes of 
the First World War while also 
looking at the devastating impact of 
dementia on family relationships in 
the twenty‑first century.

Running is what Lily is good at, and 
fell-running is what she loves. But what 
Lily doesn’t realise is that this talent was 
inherited from someone very important – her 
great-great-grandfather Ernest, an unsung 
hero of the First World War. When Lily’s gran 
passes on to her Ernest’s diaries, Lily learns 
of his experiences in the trenches, and their 
stories intertwine.

McTavish Goes Wild
Meg Rosoff

A glorious sequel to Good Dog 
McTavish, brimming with Meg 
Rosoff’s stylish prose, quirky humour 
and astute eye for the oddities of 
family life.

It’s summer and the Peachey family is in 
crisis – again. Where will they go for their 
holiday? Betty Peachey thinks that camping 
is the answer and Ma Peachey knows just 
the place. But Pa Peachey is convinced that 
terrible dangers lurk in the great outdoors, 
Ollie only wants to know if there’s a disco 
and Ava would rather stay at home and 
read German philosophy. Will rescue dog 
McTavish figure out how to get the Peacheys 
to enjoy their family holiday – as a family?

Praise for Good Dog McTavish:

“Warm family drama full of wry humour 
and a really excellent dog” THE BOOKSELLER

Meg Rosoff worked in publishing, journalism, politics and advertising before 

writing How I Live Now. Her books have won or been shortlisted for 18 

international book prizes, including the Carnegie Medal and the Orange First 

Novel Prize, and been translated into over 20 languages. In 2016, Meg was 

the recipient of the prestigious Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, the world’s 

largest children’s literature award.

Tom Palmer was a reluctant reader as a child and credits articles about 

football with getting him into reading. He went on to become a bookseller 

and then worked in reader development. He is well known for his hugely 

successful football fiction for Puffin, and is one of Barrington Stoke’s 

top-selling authors, writing about both sport and history with great appeal. 

He travels all over the UK visiting schools and working with charities, and is 

well loved across the book trade.

©
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Second Best Friend
Non Pratt
Another “surgical strike” of storytelling from one 
of the fastest‑rising stars of YA fiction.

Jade and Becky have always been best friends. But a spiteful 
comment from an awful ex pushes Jade to the edge, and she begins 
to see that she might always have been second best to Becky in 
everything. When the school election offers her the chance to finally 
be number one, Jade learns just how far she is willing to go to beat 
her closest friend.

“This short and sweet rumination on friendship, ambition, 
and jealousy is an absolute must-read” BUZZFEED

Zebra Crossing Soul Song
Sita Brahmachari
A touching story of life-long friendship and of overcoming 
loss.

Otis, the zebra-crossing man, has been part of Lenny’s life for as 
long as he can remember. Year after year, on those black and white 
stripes, Otis has kept Lenny safe. He has taught him to laugh, to sing 
and to be wise. But as Lenny grows up, the pressure of life soars – 
for him and for Otis. Past secrets won’t stay hidden and memories 
must be untangled. And so, guitar on his back, Lenny sets out to seek 
his true path.

“Scattered with song lyrics and seeded with truths, 
this memorable and absorbing story moved me to 
tears” ANDREA REECE, LOVEREADING4KIDS

The Tiger on His Back
Bernard Ashley
A unique tattoo triggers a surprising turn of events in 
this tense contemporary drama from a much-loved and 
master teen writer.

When feisty student Sofia Drake gets a secret tattoo of a tiger on 
her leg, she can’t imagine the chain of events it will set in motion. 
It turns out the stunning image has been used before and was 
never supposed to appear again. But who did create the original 
tiger picture? And what lengths will they have to go to in order to 
prove it?

Smile
Mary Hoffman
A gorgeous historical novel following the fictional life of 
the young woman who would inspire Leonardo da Vinci’s 
greatest work, the Mona Lisa.

Renaissance Italy is a world of riches open to any man who dares to 
conquer it. But for young Lisa, the doors to this world remain closed. 
Promised in her youth to a widower as a loving wife and mother, she 
is resigned to an unremarkable existence clinging only to the memory 
of being “Lovely Lisa” to the now great Leonardo da Vinci. But when 
their paths cross again, her portrait will become his masterpiece and 
her smile will capture the imagination of the world …

“an intimate, imaginative recreation of the life and 
thoughts of the young woman who would become 
immortally famous as Mona Lisa” THE LETTERPRESS PROJECT

JAN JAN/JUN

978-1-78112-812-1 | £6.99 | Teen Fiction | Reading age 8 
PB | 80pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: E3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: London
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Rights: World | Author location: London
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Before becoming a writer, Elizabeth Wein studied at Yale University and 

completed a PhD in Folklore at the University of Philadelphia. Her first 

book was published in 1993 and she has since written several novels for 

young adults, including the award-winning and Carnegie Medal shortlisted 

Code Name Verity. Much of Elizabeth’s writing is inspired by her love of flying 

and she is a member of the International Organization of Women Pilots.

During his life, Mal Peet gathered many literary awards in the UK, the USA 

and Europe – including the Branford Boase Award, the Carnegie Medal and 

The Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize. Mal was best known for his young 

adult fiction, including Keeper, Tamar and Life: An Exploded Diagram. In 2017, 

his novel Beck – completed after his death by his good friend Meg Rosoff – 

was shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. Mal died in 2015.

AUGMAY

©
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The Family Tree
Mal Peet

An utterly stunning, powerful 
and unforgettable novella 
by the highly acclaimed and 
much-missed Mal Peet, featuring 
sensitive full-colour illustrations 
by Greenaway-longlisted artist, 
Emma Shoard.

When a man returns to his childhood home 
and visits the derelict treehouse in which 
his father once chose to live, he recalls the 
past unravelling of his family, the unspoken 
strangeness of their lives and the impact 
on his own adult life. Beautiful, sparse and 
insightful storytelling.

Firebird
Elizabeth Wein

A daring tale of war, revolution 
and intrigue from the renowned 
historical fiction author of 
Carnegie-shortlisted Code Name 
Verity.

Nastia is no traitor. She is a daring pilot, 
the daughter of revolutionaries, and now, 
as Russia enters the Second World War, she 
must fight to save the glorious Motherland. 
But when the battles begin and life itself is at 
stake, long-held secrets are revealed, forcing 
Nastia to question everything she once 
thought she knew.
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Praise for The Liar’s Handbook:

“The best YA novel I’ve read in ages – gripping and 
honest. It’s a terrific story” AMANDA CRAIG

Keren David worked as a news reporter and feature writer before publishing 

her compelling debut YA novel, When I Was Joe. Keren now teaches at City 

University and is an editor for the Jewish Chronicle. Her novels have won and 

been nominated for numerous awards, including the Carnegie Medal and the 

Branford Boase award.

978-1-78112-832-9 | £6.99 | Teen Fiction | Reading age 8 | PB 
104pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: E3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Leicester

Bali Rai is a well-established, award-winning and hugely popular voice within 

the young adult fiction market. His particularly successful title Rani and Sukh 

became a set text for GCSE English. His novel Killing Honour won the North 

East Teen Book Award and was described as “utterly compelling” by The 

Bookseller.

SEP

Stay a Little Longer
Bali Rai

A powerful and immensely moving 
story of friendship, family and 
finding happiness in the hardest 
of times, from an award-winning 
author well known for his gritty 
realism for teens.

Aman’s dad is gone, leaving her feeling lost 
and alone. She struggles to talk about it, but 
it’s a fact and he isn’t coming back. When 
a lovely man called Gurnam moves in to 
her street and saves Aman from some local 
bullies, he and Aman quickly become friends, 
perhaps even like family. But Gurnam has 
his own sadness. One that’s far bigger than 
Aman can understand, and it’s tearing his life 
apart.

True Sisters
Keren David

A searing and beautifully written 
tale of two girls struggling to come 
to terms with their identities and 
understand the complexities of 
family loyalty, from a bestselling YA 
novelist.

Ruby has had a lot of foster siblings over the 
years, but none of them have been anything 
like Clara. After growing up in almost 
complete isolation, Clara is distraught 
at being separated from her mother and 
overwhelmed by life in a world she doesn’t 
understand. But the more Ruby tries to help 
Clara fit in, the more she realises she has to 
face up to some struggles of her own ...
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“One of the most exciting writers of the black urban 
experience” THE TIMES

Alex Wheatle is the bestselling author of several books, including the 

modern classic Brixton Rock and the multi-award-winning Crongton series. 

He was awarded an MBE for his services to literature in 2008, has been 

twice nominated for the Carnegie Medal and has won numerous awards, 

including the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize.
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Kerb‑Stain Boys: 
The Crongton Broadway 
Robbery

Alex Wheatle

A sharply witty and heartfelt 
teen-noir novella from a 
multi-award-winning writer.

Life on the Crongton estate can be rough 
for Briggy. Dad’s lost his job, Mum’s always 
working to make ends meet, and big brother 
Kingsley just wants out. Then Briggy’s best 
mate Terror cooks up a plan to impress 
the coolest chick in the year, Caldonia 
Lake. Briggy doesn’t want to lose face by 
chickening out and, who knows, maybe 
they’ll make a quick buck. So what is Terror’s 
master plan? Robbing the Post Office … what 
could possibly 
go wrong?

The Red Dread
Tom Morgan-Jones
A quirky read-aloud tale brimming with visual 
humour from an award-winning rising-star illustrator.

THUMP THUMP THUMP. The Red Dread is on the loose! Is 
anyone safe? Shrew and the other animals are afraid. From 
stolen nuts to missing rabbits, they whisper of the terrible 
actions of the Red Dread. As panic increases, logic and team 
spirit evaporate and soon it’s every creature for itself.

The core theme of fear of the other is delivered with winks 
aplenty for the reader, who will be thrilled to be in on the joke.

Colour My Days
Ross Collins
Bursting with joy and adventure, this brand-new story 
from picture-book star Ross Collins is a celebration of 
all the colour in our lives.

Emmy and Jeff live in a black and white world. But suddenly the 
week has started with a splash of yellow, and each new day 
brings a new colour into Emmy and Jeff’s lives. Join them as 
they explore all the colours in the rainbow! An appealing and 
evocative introduction to colour for young children.
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PRAISE FOR BARRINGTON STOKE

“Outstanding” THE TIMES

“Barrington Stoke publishes short 
books from top-notch authors ... 

(with) a type so clean you could eat a 
currant bun off it” THE TIMES

“I want to shout from the rooftops to 
tell everyone what an amazing job 

Barrington Stoke is doing extending 
the joy of reading to ALL young 

readers” BABBLEABOUT BLOG

“You have helped to turn a reluctant 
reader into a voracious one” PARENT

“I have an 8-year-old daughter with 
dyslexia and your books have been a 

revelation!” PARENT

“Since being introduced to your range 
of books he is reading with enjoyment 

for the first time in his life” PARENT

@BarringtonStoke @BarringtonStoke www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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