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 • A heart-felt, bird's-eye view of love and what it takes to break 
free from the cages we build for ourselves  
 

• Exclusive early mailing to  media, bloggers, bookstagrammers 
and influencers 
 

• Pitching for national press reviews, interviews, features and 
arranging an engaging blog tour 

 
• Reaching teachers and librarians through the Scholastic 

education channels 
 

• Email blast to database of 80k parents, teachers and librarians 
 
• Social media images and POS highlighting the poetic aspect of 

the story, targeted to fans of tear-jerking classics such as 
Charlotte’s Web and Wonder 

Call Me Alastair 
Cory Leonardo 



A Little Bit Brave 
Nicola Kinnear 

£12.99 February 2019 
2+ years 
HB 9781407181783 

• A LITTLE BIT BRAVE is the stunning picture-book début by the fabulously 
talented Nicola Kinnear 
 

• Bold, striking cover with gold foil for gift appeal 
 

• Exclusive mailing to key media contacts and industry influencers 
 

• Social media campaign on Scholastic channels reaching over 60k 
followers 
 

• Establishing Nicola, pitching her for events, reviews and features 
 

• Inclusion in the Scholastic email newsletter reaching a database of over 
80k parents and teachers 

£6.99 February 2019 
2+ years 
PB 9781407181790 



Publication Date 7th February 2019

ASHA & THE SPIRIT BIRD
Jasbinder Bilan
In an unforgettable adventure set in contemporary India, Asha 
is guided by a majestic bird which she believes to be the spirit 
of her grandmother. Together with her best friend, Jeevan, she 
embarks on a journey across the Himalayas to find her missing 
father and save her home …

• A gorgeously original magical-realist Indian adventure by   
 Indian-born Jasbinder Bilan.

• Winner of the 2017 Times/Chicken House Children’s Fiction   
 Competition.

• Lyrical and vivid, Jasbinder’s haunting debut explores themes  
 of faith, friendship and greed while capturing the wild, rich   
 heart of contemporary India.

Price:  £6.99
Pub Date: 7th February 2019
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 198x129 mm
Word count: 55,000 (words approx.) 

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-1-911490-19-7
eBook ISBN: 978-1-911490-78-4
Age: 9+
Illustrations: N/a
Export: Yes
Rights: World

CHICKEN HOUSE  01373 454488  www.chickenhousebooks.com
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Publication Date 7th February 2019

AGAINST ALL GODS
Maz Evans
In the series finale, Elliot faces his darkest period yet. As well 
as facing up to his fears, he knows that the future of mankind – 
and of everything he holds dear – is at stake. But can a bunch of 
misfit gods, a lost constellation and a mortal boy stand up to the 
daemon hordes?

• The thrilling finale to Maz Evans’ divine quartet.

• Book one, Who Let the Gods Out?, was a Nielsen bestseller  
 with international rights sold in 17 territories and shortlisted for  
 the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize. 

Praise for the series:

‘… packed full of classical gods brought bang up to date with 
wonderfully ironic humour.’ THE GUARDIAN

‘… smart, action-packed and hilarious. Evans is a fantastically funny 
new talent.’ THE BOOKSELLER

Price:  £6.99
Pub Date: 7th February 2019
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 198x129 mm
Word count: 65,000 (words approx.) 

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-1-911077-00-8
eBook ISBN: 978-1-911490-87-6
Age: 9+
Illustrations: N/a
Export: Yes
Rights: World





































































































Publication Date 3rd January 2019

OUR CASTLE BY THE SEA
Lucy Strange
England is at war. Growing up in a lighthouse, eleven-year-old 
Pet’s world has been one of storms, secret tunnels and stories 
about sea monsters. But now the clifftops are a terrifying 
battleground, and her family is torn apart …

• The highly-anticipated second novel by Lucy Strange, author of  
 the bestselling The Secret of Nightingale Wood.

• Lucy spins a haunting wartime tale about a girl who lives in a  
 lighthouse, woven through with an unforgettable legend. 

Praise for THE SECRET OF NIGHTINGALE WOOD:

‘Superbly balanced between readability and poetry […] this is an 
assured debut’ GUARDIAN

‘[A] startlingly good debut’ TELEGRAPH

‘Friendships, family, love and loss all come together in this 
beautiful debut’ SUNDAY EXPRESS

Price:  £6.99
Pub Date: 3rd January 2019
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 198x129 mm
Word count: 50,000 (words approx.) 

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-1-911077-83-1
eBook ISBN: 978-1-911490-52-4
Age: 9+
Illustrations: N/a
Export: Yes
Rights: World

CHICKEN HOUSE  01373 454488  www.chickenhousebooks.com
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Publication Date 3rd January 2019

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
MARTIANS
Melissa Savage 
Mylo knows there’s no such thing as Martians – at least, until a 
flying saucer crash-lands next to his family’s New Mexico farm. 
Desperate to be as brave as his older brother Obie – who passed 
away over a year ago – Mylo has to investigate.

• The heart-warming and meaningful second novel by Melissa  
 Savage, author of critically acclaimed Bigfoot, Tobin & Me. 

• A thrilling story with Savage’s trademark warmth, wit, and   
 realistic kid characters.

• The main character is working through his grief after the death  
 of his brother – author is a paediatric grief therapist.

Praise for BIGFOOT, TOBIN & ME:

‘This thought-provoking adventure is remarkably uplifting, 
humorous and life-affirming’ BOOKTRUST

Price:  £6.99
Pub Date: 3rd January 2019
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 198x129 mm
Word count: 70,000 (words approx.) 

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-1-911490-82-1
eBook ISBN: 978-1-911490-83-8
Age: 9+
Illustrations: N/a
Export: Yes
Rights: UK & Export only



DESCRIPTION
Mylo knows there’s no such thing 
as Martians – at least, until a flying 
saucer crash-lands next to his 
family’s New Mexico farm. And 
then he starts to hear the voice, like 
someone’s trying to communicate 
with him, asking for help. 
Desperate to be as brave as his 
older brother Obie – who passed 
away over a year ago – Mylo has 
to investigate the crash. Along the 
way, he ends up discovering more 
about the universe than he ever 
could have imagined. 

An extract from

THE TRUTH 
ABOUT MARTIANS
Melissa Savage
July 4, 1947 – 11:53 p.m.

In a fiery blaze.
That’s how they show themselves for the 

very first time.
It’s not like a Martian invasion is the first 

thing I think of when I see it, because I’m 
not crazy.

But it’s definitely the second.
Not because I’m crazy, though. It’s 

because that’s exactly how Superman 
arrived.

In a fiery blaze.
His parents, Jor-El and Lara, sent him to 

Earth in a little space vessel to escape the 
annihilation of the planet Krypton.

You could say I’m sort of a Superman 
expert.

Well, both me and my best friend, Dibs, 
are. Except he’s got this weird obsession 
with Martians, too. Mostly the Planet 
Comics series. It’s his favorite, even over 
Superman.

Which is why Martians are the second 
thing I think of.

Because it’s all he talks about some days. 

Martians this and Martians that. It’s hard 
not to think of them even when you’re 
trying not to because he’s always jabbering 
on about them.

Whatever it is that I’m seeing now streaks 
a blaze of fire through the black, thrashing 
thunderclouds on the hottest night of 
the summer in the middle of a monsoon 
and turns the small town of Corona, New 
Mexico, into a real-life comic book. The only 
difference is that no one’s shouting This 
looks like a job for Superman! And Kal-El, 
the Last Son of Krypton, is a no-show.

It’s just me.
Mylo Affinito.
And I’m no superhero. Not even close.
Neither is Dibs, who sleeps through the 

whole darned thing.
‘Dibs!’ I whisper. ‘You see that?’
He’s sawing logs and sucking his middle 

knuckle. ‘Dibs!’
That kid wouldn’t wake up if the vessel 

landed on the roof and Superman himself 
stepped out and started dancing a jig to 
‘The Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.’

Downstairs the baby is too busy crying 
and Momma too busy rocking and hushing 
in the creaky chair to notice any difference 
between that fiery flash of light and plain 
old lightning.

But I do.
I mean, I think I do … it just happened so 

fast.
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MELISSA SAVAGE
Melissa is a writer and a child 
and family therapist. Her desire 
to write purposeful, issue-

driven books for young people, coupled 
with her interest in cryptozoology and 
the mystery of Bigfoot, inspired her 
debut novel Bigfoot, Tobin & Me. She 
lives in Minnesota with 
her family. 

@melissadsavage
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