PICTURE & NOVELTY

DON'T CALL ME GRUMPYCORN!
Sales points
• Follow-up to Sarah McIntyre's bestselling GRUMPYCORN, which has
sold almost 25,000 copies since May 2019
• With a unicorn, narwhal, mermaid and jellyfish, there is a super fun
creature for every child!
• Sarah's bright and bold illustrations are crammed with details that
children will love to spot

Description
Unicorn is back... and he's still grumpy!

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 7th May 2020
ISBN: 9781407199955
CBMC code: A3M79
TPS: 275mm x 250mm
Extent: 32pp
Binding: Paperback
Age: 03-06
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights

Unicorn, Narwhal, Mermaid and Jellyfish are ready for an adventure,
and, as Unicorn quite rightly points out, nothing is more adventurous
than travelling into SPACE.
But when the four friends disagree over which planet to visit first, Unicorn
most definitely turns into a very grumpy Grumpycorn and decides to go
off on his own.
Will Unicorn see the error of his ways?
Will he realise that friendship is what makes everything fun?
Will he finally stop being such a Grumpycorn?
There's only one way to find out...

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

SARAH MCINTYRE

About the author-illustrator
Sarah McIntyre is the bestselling authorillustrator of GRUMPYCORN, DINOSAUR
FIREFIGHTERS, DINOSAUR POLICE and
THERE'S A SHARK IN THE BATH. Together
with Philip Reeve, Sarah also the creator of
the internationally successful OLIVER AND
THE SEAWIGS series.
She lives in London.
www.jabberworks.co.uk
@jabberworks

PICTURE & NOVELTY

THE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER: THE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER'S MYSTERY
Sales points
• A brand-new addition to the classic picture book series that has
been loved by children for 40 years.
• The Lighthouse Keeper series is widely used as part of the Key Stage
One curriculum
• Includes a timely, important message about keeping rubbish especially plastic - out of the sea.

Description

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 7th May 2020

A new addition this modern classic series. Generations of readers have
followed the adventures of lighthouse keeper Mr Grinling, his wife and
their cat, Hamish, at the lighthouse. Mr Grinling has a puzzling mystery
on his hands: someone is dumping rubbish into the sea! His nephew
George thinks it could be pirates ... or could the culprit be someone
closer to home? A charming new story in this beloved series, with an
important conservation message.

RONDA ARMITAGE
Illustrated by DAVID ARMITAGE

About the author
Ronda Armitage is a well-loved,
internationally-successful storyteller. Along
with her husband, artist David Armitage,
she created the Lighthouse Keeper books
which are now classic titles loved by
children, parents and teachers. Ronda
has also written a number of other picture
books including A NEW HOME FOR A
PIRATE (Puffin). Ronda was born in New
Zealand.
About the illustrator
David Armitage is an acclaimed abstract
painter as well as a children's illustrator.
David was born in Tasmania and he and
Ronda now live by the sea in East Sussex.

ISBN: 9781407193854
CBMC code: A3M79
TPS: 275mm x 235mm
Extent: 32pp
Binding: Paperback
Age: 03-06
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights
ISBN: 9781407159669

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407151885

FICTION

THE HUNGER GAMES: THE BALLAD OF SONGBIRDS AND SNAKES (A HUNGER
GAMES NOVEL)
Sales points
• Three books, four films and one worldwide phenomenon, The Hunger
Games changed the face of global YA
• Suzanne Collins is back with a new world set in the world of Panem
sixty-four years before the events of the original Hunger Games
trilogy on the morning of the reaping of the 10th Hunger Games
• There are more than 100 million copies of all three books in the
trilogy in print and digital formats worldwide and the blockbuster
film franchise, starring Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss Everdeen, has
earned nearly $3 billion at the worldwide box office.

Description
Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him. But power has its
price.
Price: £18.99
Pub Date: 7th May 2020
ISBN: 9780702300172
CBMC code: E3N79
TPS: 216mm x 135mm
Extent: 624pp
Binding: Demy Octavo - hardback
Age: 12-18
Illustrations:
Rights: UK, Eire & Commonwealth Excl C

It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth annual
Hunger Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is
preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The oncemighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the
slender chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit, and
outmaneuver his fellow students to mentor the winning tribute.
The odds are against him. He's been given the humiliating assignment
of mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low.
Their fates are now completely intertwined — every choice Coriolanus
makes could lead to favour or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside the arena,
it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel
for his doomed tribute . . . and must weigh his need to follow the rules
against his desire to survive no matter what it takes..

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

SUZANNE COLLINS

About the author: Suzanne Collins is
the author of the bestselling Underland
Chronicles series, which started
with Gregor the Overlander. Her
groundbreaking young adult novels,
The Hunger Games, Catching Fire,
and Mockingjay, were New York Times
bestsellers, received wide praise, and were
the basis of four popular films. Year of the
Jungle, her picture book based on the
year her father was deployed in Vietnam,
was published in 2013 to great critical
acclaim. To date, her books have been
published in fifty-three languages around
the world.

Publication Date 7th May 2020

THE MIDNIGHT HOWL
Benjamin Read & Laura Trinder

Emily needs to work out why magic is leaking from the Midnight
Hour, but her shape-shifting Pooka relatives and a terrifying
haunting are standing in her way – not to mention the fact that
she’s supposed to be grounded. If she can’t work out what’s
going wrong, it could mean the end of the midnight world …
• The second novel in Benjamin Read and Laura Trinder’s 		
acclaimed Midnight Hour series; Coraline meets A Wrinkle in
Time!
• Developed in association with Altitude Films; a version of the
story has been optioned for TV/film development.
Praise for THE MIDNIGHT HOUR:
‘Pure delight’ GUARDIAN
‘Laugh-out-loud funny’ SUNDAY TIMES
‘I haven’t enjoyed this kind of caper so much since Harry Potter’
NEW STATESMAN
Price:
Pub Date:
CBMC code:
Dimensions:
Word count:
Binding:

£6.99
7th May 2020
D3N79
198x129 mm
65,000 (words approx.)
Paperback

ISBN:
eBook ISBN:
Age:
Illustrations:
Export:
Rights:

978-1-912626-87-8
978-1-913322-21-2
9+
N/A
Yes
World

CHICKEN HOUSE 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

An extract from

THE MIDNIGHT
HOWL
Benjamin Read &
Laura Trinder

DESCRIPTION
Emily needs to work out why
magic is leaking from the
Midnight Hour – but her shapeshifting pooka relatives and
a terrifying haunting aren’t
making things easy, not to
mention the fact that she’s
supposed to be grounded.
Officer-in-training Tarkus and
pet hedgehog Hoggins are on
hand to help – but if they can’t
work out what’s going wrong, it
will be the end of the midnight
world …

Photo by Helen Abraham

The sleek and dangerous dog shape shuddered
and roiled into a ball of black light, and expanded
out into a sleek and dangerous-looking girl. She was
striking, with long red hair, green eyes, and the same
vicious snarl on her face that the dog had worn. She
was older than Emily although not by that much, but
in a black velvet cobwebbed top and slinky leather
trousers she held herself like a different, more
regal species. She looked Emily up and down, and
sneered.
‘Whuh?’ said Emily. That definitely wasn’t Uncle
Pat. He could not have pulled those trousers off for
starters. Behind slinky snarly girl, another set of red
eyes blinked into view in the darkness, then another
and another. They all flowed around her, splitting left
to right, and the darkness filled with them as they
encircled Emily. Set after set of glaring, glowing, red
eyes on huge black dogs, surrounding her.
‘Ah,’ she said.
None of them looked much like Pat’s dog form.
They were bigger, sharper, altogether scarier looking.
She’d always thought Pat impressive as a hound (if
terribly annoying in person) but now could see that
he was potentially the runt of the litter. The pack
speeded up and whirled around her, in an unnerving
silence, always moving, like black silk with red flames

streaking it, a whirlwind of black glossy fur, red eyes
and white fangs. The red eyes began to blur into a
single red line as they spun round and round.
She turned this way and that, feeling dizzy. The redheaded girl grinned the nasty grin of the playground
bully (Emily had been on the receiving end enough
to be something of an expert on the topic) and
pointed at her. As she did, the pack came to a dead
halt. All eyes were on Emily.
‘And what do we have here? It doesn’t smell right,
whatever it is,’ said the girl with a grin like a knife.
This was clearly not going to go well.
‘Look,’ said Emily, holding up her hands in the
universal gesture of, ‘I really don’t want any trouble,
even though you obviously do’. ‘I’m just trying to
track down Unc– Patrick Conolly. He’s pooka, like
you. Like me,’ she said very quietly at the end.
The girl’s knife smile grew even sharper.
‘Like you? Like you? There’s no pooka like you,
daysie girl!’
She turned, and Emily knew she was speaking to
the crowd as much as she was speaking to Emily.
There was a ripple of growls and wheezing, the
doggy version of laughter. In the years before Emily
had developed the mechanism of the Gob to scare
off predators, she had met people like this at school.
She wondered whether this was the ‘say bad things
to make you look bad’ version, or the actual ‘working
up to beating you up’ version.
‘I really don’t want any trouble, I’m just—’
She didn’t get any further. The girl had crossed the
distance between them in a blink of pooka speed,
and was now right in her face. That answered that
question, then.
‘Oh, but trouble you’ve found.’

BENJAMIN
READ & LAURA
TRINDER

Benjamin Read and
Laura Trinder (also
known as Trindles & Read) make books
together. Benjamin is the words, Laura
is the art, and they colour in between
each other’s lines on storytelling
to make it all work.
Their debut novel, The
Midnight Hour, is the first
in their magical series.

CHICKEN HOUSE 2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS Tel: 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

PICTURE & NOVELTY

A STACK OF ALPACAS

MATT COSGROVE
Sales points
• Following the llama trend-wave comes A STACK OF ALPACAS!
• Heartfelt central message of kindness, friendship and family
• Perfect for fans of OI FROG, BAD BUNNY (9781407181684) and YOU
CAN'T TAKE AN ELEPHANT ON THE BUS

Description
Macca is an alpaca.
He loves splashing in puddles, and he gives the very best cuddles especially to his nieces and nephew.

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407199337
CBMC code: A3M79

Except... his nieces and nephew are a whole lot of trouble! How will
Uncle Macca tame this unruly trio?
A heartwarming story of kindness and family from the author-illustrator
of Macca the Alpaca.

About the author-illustrator Matt Cosgrove
is an author and illustrator of children's
books who lives with his wife and two
children in Sydney, Australia.
Top five facts about Matt:
1. He loves chocolate
2. He has a first class Bachelor of Design in
Visual Communication degree
3. He once trod on Sporty Spice's foot
(accidentally, of course)
4. He was the Creative Director for Marie
Claire in Australia
5. He once drove Elle Macpherson around
in a golf buggy
@MrMattCosgrove
www.mattcosgrovebooks.com
Also available:

TPS: 256mm x 248mm
Extent: 24pp
Binding: Paperback
Age: 03-06
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

ISBN: 9781407193618

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407197777

PICTURE & NOVELTY

WE ARE ALL EQUAL

P CRUMBLE
Illustrated by JONATHAN BENTLEY
Sales points
• Have fun joining in with this read-aloud, a beautiful celebration of
difference.
• A poignant and accessible jumping-off point for parents wanting to
discuss the concept of equality with younger children.
• Concepts of equality are explored using familiar animals and a light,
rhyming prose.
• Equality themes include: immigration, lifestyle, families vs singles,
socio-economic, sexual orientation, disability, body image, marriage,
self-esteem, learning ability, race.

Description

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020

No matter who you are, where you come from, where you live, what
you look like, who you love, whether you are small or tall, whether you
walk or run, this book celebrates the richness in our differences and the
joy that: we are all equal.

ISBN: 9780702302442
CBMC code: A3M79
TPS: 250mm x 240mm
Extent: 24pp
Binding:
Age: 02-07
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ALISON GREEN BOOKS

THE SUPERWORM STICKER BOOK
Sales points
• This fantastic new sticker activity book is based on Julia Donaldson
and Axel Scheffler's bestselling picture book, SUPERWORM
• Includes over 350 stickers
• From the bestselling creators of THE GRUFFALO, STICK MAN and ZOG
• Visit www.gruffalo.com for activities, games and fun!

Description
Discover SUPERWORM with this fantastic new activity book based on
the bestselling book by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler.
Packed with over 350 stickers, colouring-in pages, dot-to-dots, puzzles,
spot the difference, mazes, simple word searches, there's plenty to keep
little hands busy for hours.
Price: £5.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407197821
CBMC code: A2L79
TPS: 305mm x 235mm
Extent: 32pp
Binding:
Age: 03-06
Illustrations:
Rights: World Rights

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

JULIA DONALDSON
Illustrated by AXEL SCHEFFLER

About the author: Julia Donaldson is the
author of many of the best-loved picture
books ever written. She has been awarded
an MBE for services to literature, and was
also a much-praised Children's Laureate.
www.juliadonaldson.co.uk
About the illustrator: Axel Scheffler is one
of the most celebrated illustrators in the
world. He has brought to life a huge
variety of characters, from dragons to
gruffalos.

ALISON GREEN BOOKS

ANIMAL EXPLORERS: LOLA THE PLANT HUNTER HB
Sales points
• LOLA THE PLANT HUNTER is the first picture book in Sharon Rentta's
brand-new ANIMAL EXPLORERS series
• Meet Lola: an intrepid young polar bear, who follows her passion for
plants - all the way to the Amazon jungle!
• ANIMAL EXPLORERS will inspire children to follow their dreams
• Glowing, witty illustrations, packed with details to point out and share
• Mini biographies at the end of the book tell the stories of three reallife plant hunters
• Future ANIMAL EXPLORERS titles will feature animals who overcome
the odds to climb mountains, go deep-sea diving or even soar into
space!
• Praise for Sharon Rentta's A DAY WITH... series: "charming and witty ...
a triumph of good-humoured invention" Independent on Sunday

SHARON RENTTA

About the illustrator Since graduating from
the prestigious MA Illustration course at
the Cambridge School of Art, Sharon has
published her picture books exclusively
with Alison Green Books.
Sharon has garnered worldwide acclaim
for her A DAY WITH... picture book series.
She also created fabulous black-andwhite drawings for Eva Ibbotson's final
novels, ONE DOG AND HIS BOY and THE
ABOMINABLES. Sharon lives in Cambridge.
www.sharon-rentta.co.uk

Price: £12.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407193649
CBMC code: A3M79
TPS: 275mm x 250mm
Extent: 32pp
Binding: Hardback
Age: 02-06
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights

Description
ANIMAL EXPLORERS is a brand-new picture book series that will inspire
all budding explorers to follow their dreams.
Lola the polar bear has a passion for plants, but there aren't many
flowers in the Arctic. There's only one thing for it: she'll have to trek to the
Amazon jungle! It's hard work for a polar bear, but nothing holds Lola
back. And there's a prize for her at the end of it, when she discovers the
elusive Singing Orchid!

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407171807

ISBN: 9781407147338

ALISON GREEN BOOKS

ANIMAL EXPLORERS: LOLA THE PLANT HUNTER PB
Sales points
• LOLA THE PLANT HUNTER is the first picture book in Sharon Rentta's
brand-new ANIMAL EXPLORERS series
• Meet Lola: an intrepid young polar bear, who follows her passion for
plants - all the way to the Amazon jungle!
• ANIMAL EXPLORERS will inspire children to follow their dreams
• Glowing, witty illustrations, packed with details to point out and share
• Mini biographies at the end of the book tell the stories of three reallife plant hunters
• Future ANIMAL EXPLORERS titles will feature animals who overcome
the odds to climb mountains, go deep-sea diving or even soar into
space!
• Praise for Sharon Rentta's A DAY WITH... series: "charming and witty ...
a triumph of good-humoured invention" Independent on Sunday

SHARON RENTTA

About the illustrator Since graduating from
the prestigious MA Illustration course at
the Cambridge School of Art, Sharon has
published her picture books exclusively
with Alison Green Books.
Sharon has garnered worldwide acclaim
for her A DAY WITH... picture book series.
She also created fabulous black-andwhite drawings for Eva Ibbotson's final
novels, ONE DOG AND HIS BOY and THE
ABOMINABLES. Sharon lives in Cambridge.
www.sharon-rentta.co.uk

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407193656
CBMC code: A3M79
TPS: 275mm x 250mm
Extent: 32pp
Binding: Paperback
Age: 02-06
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights

Description
ANIMAL EXPLORERS is a brand-new picture book series that will inspire
all budding explorers to follow their dreams.
Lola the polar bear has a passion for plants, but there aren't many
flowers in the Arctic. There's only one thing for it: she'll have to trek to the
Amazon jungle! It's hard work for a polar bear, but nothing holds Lola
back. And there's a prize for her at the end of it, when she discovers the
elusive Singing Orchid!

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407171807

ISBN: 9781407147338

FICTION

DO YOU KNOW ME?

REBECCA WESTCOTT, LIBBY SCOTT
Sales points
• Follow-up book to the bestselling CAN YOU SEE ME?, which has sold
over 15,000 copies through Nielsen
• Raising awareness of autism through literature, and creating
empathy through knowledge, CAN YOU SEE ME? has been cited as
a must-have book for all children, parents and teachers
• Ideal for fans of WONDER and THE GOLDFISH BOY (9781407170992)

Description
Tally is autistic and proud. She used to feel like she had to hide her
autism, but now Tally is determined to make sure people see who she
really is.

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9780702300950
CBMC code: E3N79
TPS: 198mm x 129mm
Extent: 368pp
Binding: B format - paperback
Age: 09-14
Illustrations:
Rights: World Rights

But Tally has a new worry - her school trip. And that means new places,
new people and new challenges. She quickly falls in with the popular
girls, but being with them just doesn't feel right. One of the girls is pretty
mean but Tally avoids speaking up, and that weighs heavily on her.

About the authors: Libby Scott is eleven
years old. She loves hot chocolate, Taylor
Swift and her dog Charlie. She is also
autistic, and after her mum Kym shared a
piece of Libby's writing online, Libby and
her writing went viral. She lives in Kent with
her family.
Rebecca Westcott is the author of
DANDELION CLOCKS, VIOLET INK and
THINGS THEY NEVER TOLD ME (Penguin).
Rebecca is also a teacher, and up until
very recently she taught teenagers
with profound learning difficulties and
behavioural needs. Rebecca now lives
in Dorset with her husband and three
children.

Soon enough Tally realises that she's not the only one who's been made
to feel like she has to hide her true self. But will she find the strength
to stand up for herself and the people she knows are being treated
unfairly, or will she stay quiet?
And will Tally ever find her people?

ISBN: 9781407195674

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

FICTION

THE THIRTEENTH HOME OF NOAH BRADLEY
Sales points
• "Amber Lee Dodd writes with tenderness and thunder, and her
storytelling is a bolt of brilliance." Kiran Millwood Hargrave
• A high stakes adventure with true heart: for fans of Ross Welford, Lisa
Thompson and Cath Howe.
• Contemporary middle grade with a magic twist, plus charming
writing that is full of character.

Description

Price: £6.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407189444
CBMC code: D3N79
TPS: 198mm x 129mm

"Amber Lee Dodd writes with tenderness and thunder, and her
storytelling is a bolt of brilliance." Kiran Millwood Hargrave
The Bradley family are constantly escaping from a centuries old curse
which means that every home they ever live in is destroyed by a
typhoon or flash flood that affects no other houses on the street, or they
are chased out of town by a flock of persistent birds. They have just
moved to their thirteenth house and Noah wants this one to work out
- he's got some good friends at school and desperately wants himself
and his deaf brother Billy to put down roots. But the curse returns - so he
must find a way to break it.

Extent: 360pp
Binding: B format - paperback
Age: 09-12
Illustrations:
Rights: World Rights

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

AMBER LEE DODD

About the Author: Amber Lee Dodd was
born and grew up in Portsmouth, where
she rode the waltzers, swam in the winter
sea and lost her wellies in the marshes. Her
plays have been performed at Chichester
Festival Theatre, the New Theatre Royal
and the Edinburgh Fringe.

FICTION

NAT ENOUGH

MARIA SCRIVAN
Sales points
• An established, beloved cartoonist making her graphic novel debut.
• The story has the heart of Raina Telgemeier's books, and the laughout-loud humour of Dork Diaries and Wimpy Kid.
• The story is fiction, but loosely based on the author's own childhood
experiences.

Description
For fans of Dork Diaries and Wimpy Kid comes a funny, heartfelt story
about friendship!

Price: £8.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9780702300486
CBMC code: D3N79

Natalie has never felt that she's enough - athletic enough, stylish
enough, or talented enough. And on the first day of middle school,
Natalie discovers that things are worse than she thought: now she's not
even cool enough for her best friend, Lily! As Natalie tries to get her best
friend back, she learns more about her true self and natural talents. If
Natalie can focus on who she is rather than who she isn't, then she just
might realize she's more than enough, just the way she is.

TPS: 210mm x 140mm
Extent: 240pp
Binding: Paperback
Age: 09-12
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Commonwealth excl Canada

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

Maria Scrivan is an acclaimed cartoonist,
illustrator, and author based in Stamford,
Connecticut. Her laugh-out-oud
syndicated comic, Half Full, appears
daily in newspapers all over the US and
on GoComics.com. Maria licenses her
work for greeting cards throughout the
United States and United Kingdom,
and her cartoons have also appeared
in MAD Magazine, Parade, and
nationallampoon.com. Visit Maria online
at mariascrivan.com.

FICTION

MOST LIKELY

SARAH WATSON
Sales points
• A light, fun novel focusing on the highs and lows of female friendship
and romance.
• The perfect beach read for the summer of 2020 - and perfect timing
for the US Presidential election in November of 2020!
• Huge new audience for contemporary teen stories thanks in no small
part to Netflix (To All the Boys, Dumplin', Sex Education, etc)
• Created by the Executive Producer of the TV show THE BOLD TYPE
(Amazon Prime)

Description

Price: £7.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407195490
CBMC code: E3N79
TPS: 198mm x 129mm
Extent: 384pp
Binding: B format - paperback
Age: 12-20
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Commonwealth excl Canada

From the creator of the hit TV series The Bold Type comes an
empowering and heartfelt novel about four best friends in their final
year of high school. Ava, CJ, Jordan, and Martha have been friends
since kindergarten. Now they're in their senior year, facing their biggest
fears about growing up and growing apart.
But there's more than just college on the horizon: one of these girls is
destined to become the president of the United States. The mystery, of
course, is which girl gets the gig.
Is it Ava, the picture-perfect artist who's secretly struggling to figure out
where she belongs? Or could it be CJ, the one who's got everything
figured out...except how to fix her terrible SAT scores? Maybe it's
Jordan, the group's resident journalist, who knows she's ready for
more than their small town can offer. And don't overlook Martha, who
will have to overcome all the obstacles that stand in the way of her
dreams. This is the story of four best friends who have one another's
backs through every new love, breakup, stumble, and success--proving
that great friendships can help young women achieve anything...even
a seat in the Oval Office.

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

Sarah Watson is the creator of the hit TV
series The Bold Type, which the New York
Times described as "Sex and the Single Girl
for millennials." Previously she was a writer
and executive producer of the critically
acclaimed NBC drama Parenthood. She
lives in Santa Monica, California. Most
Likely is her debut novel.

MEDIA

ARCHIE HORROR: A WEREWOLF IN RIVERDALE (ARCHIE HORROR, BOOK 1)
Sales points
• Riverdale is THE hottest show for teens and it's not going anywhere!
• Season 4 will launch in autumn 2019 on Netflix
• Based on the classic Archie Comic characters – Archie, Betty,
Veronica and Jughead
• Organically successful show with 2.3 million viewers for the premiere
episode of Season 2
• RIVERDALE comic series features all-new stories and have sold more
than 60k copies

Description

CALEB ROEHRIG

About the author: Caleb Roehrig is an
author of young adult thrillers, including
Last Seen Leaving, White Rabbit and
Death Prefers Blondes. A native of Ann
Arbor, Michigan, he has also lived in
Chicago, Los Angeles, and Helsinki,
Finland. As a former actor and television
producer, Roehrig has experience on both
sides of the camera, with a résumé that
includes appearances on film and TV –
not to mention seven years in the strangerthan-fiction salt mines of reality television.

Who is the Riverdale Ripper? And why is Jughead waking up covered in
blood?
Price: £7.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781338569124
CBMC code: E3N68
TPS: 210mm x 140mm
Extent: 320pp
Binding: Non Standard - paperback
Age: 14-18
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

Everyone knows the characters from Riverdale: popular Archie
Andrews, girl-next-door Betty Cooper, angsty Jughead Jones and the
sophisticated Veronica Lodge. But this is not the Riverdale readers know
and love. Something twisted has awoken in the town with pep. Inspired
by the iconic Archie Horror comics, this reimagined universe takes the
grittiness of the TV show and adds a paranormal twist.
Someone is killing the citizens of Riverdale. And after a bloody full
moon, Jughead realizes he is the killer! Jughead is a werewolf. Can
he keep this secret from his friends – including werewolf-hunting Betty
Cooper? Jughead has to get his dark side under control – before it
controls him.
The Archie Horror series contains all-new, original stories that fans of
horror AND fans of Riverdale will eat up!

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781338289442

ISBN: 9781407197722

MEDIA

FROM THE FILMS OF HARRY POTTER: CREATE BY STICKER: HOGWARTS
Sales points
• Perfect for new and existing fans of Harry Potter
• Readers can create 10 magical Harry Potter images and scenes in
this amazing interactive sticker book, based on Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry
• With an adorably cute style, it fits in perfectly with current trends
• J.K. Rowling's Wizarding World is one of the biggest licensed
properties of all time

Description
This sticker book is just like magic! Readers can match stickers to their
corresponding pages and reveal 10 magical scenes, straight from the
films of Harry Potter!
Price: £5.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781338597554
CBMC code: C3L68
TPS: 279mm x 216mm
Extent: 24pp
Binding: Non Standard - paperback
Age: 07-12
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

CALA SPINNER

About the series: From one of the highestgrossing film franchises of all time, based
on the bestselling books come Harry Potter
and Fantastic Beasts – set in J.K. Rowling's
unique Wizarding World. Perfect for fans,
über fans and new readers alike.
About the Author: Cala Spinner is a writer
and editor from Pembroke Pines, FL who
lives in New York, NY. Her Patronus is
a Chow Dog and her wand is Rowan,
Unicorn Core, 10 inches, Surprisingly Swishy.
If she were a Harry Potter character, she'd
be Luna Lovegood.

Ten scenes from Harry Potter have become jumbled and it's up to
readers to set them right! Children can create 10 magical Harry Potter
images and scenes in this amazing interactive sticker book, based on
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry! They'll love matching the
puzzle piece-like stickers to their corresponding images – the pictures
will reveal Hermione brewing Polyjuice Potion, Ron playing Wizard's
Chess, Harry catching the Golden Snitch and so much more.
With an adorable art style and a focus on fun moments, this Create by
Sticker book is sure to be loved by Harry Potter fans, new and old!

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407196756

ISBN: 9781338572513

MEDIA

JEDI ACADEMY: AT LAST, JEDI
Sales points
• Star Wars: Jedi Academy is a New York Times bestselling series
• Co-authors Amy Ignatow and Jarrett Krosoczka team up again in this
sequel to ATTACK OF THE FURBALL (September 2019)
• With funny characters and heartwarming moments, children will love
Jedi Academy
• Star Wars: The Last Jedi was the highest-grossing movie in the US of
2017
• Solo released in cinemas May 2018, Star Wars: Episode IX releases in
December 2019
• Perfect for emerging readers – you don't need to be a Star Wars fan
to love it!

JARRETT KROSOCZKA, AMY IGNATOW

About the author/illustrator: Jarrett
Krosoczka is the award-winning authorillustrator of more than twenty-five books.
Jarrett lives in Western Massachusetts, USA,
with his wife, two daughters and their pug,
Ralph Macchio. www.studiojjk.com
About the author: Amy Ignatow is the
author and illustrator of The Popularity
Papers series and The Mighty Odds, the
first book in the Odds series. She lives in
Philadelphia with her family, eight fish, and
a cat named Dr Josephine Frimplepants.

Description
Price: £5.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9780702300752
CBMC code: C3N69
TPS: 198mm x 129mm
Extent: 176pp
Binding: B format - paperback
Age: 08-12
Illustrations: Black/white line
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

Christina Starspeeder graduates in the New York Times bestselling series
Star Wars: Jedi Academy!
The epic conclusion to the Starspeeder saga in this 9th volume of Jedi
Academy by Jarrett Krosoczka and Amy Ignatow.
As told through a mix of comics, doodles, and journal entries, Christina
Starspeeder takes us on a new adventure at the advanced Jedi
Academy campus! There are unfamiliar faces and old ones too, but
one thing remains the same: Jedi Academy is full of laughs and warm
moments that fans and readers discovering the series for the first time
will love.

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407195537

ISBN: 9781407194288

MEDIA

POKEMON: ULTIMATE SKETCH CHALLENGE (POKEMON)
Sales points
• This super-fun book comes with a stylus to let kids scratch out dozens
of their favourite Pokémon, including Pikachu and Bulbasaur
• Pokémon GO is a worldwide phenomenon - the game hit more than
21 million daily users in the US alone
• The Pokémon: Sun and Pokémon: Moon games have sold over 14
million copies worldwide since their release
• The Sun and Moon TV series is available to stream on Netflix
• A must-have for new and existing fans of Pokémon

Description
Gotta draw 'em all!
Price: £7.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781338237566

Kids can use the included stylus to scratch and reveal new and classic
characters like Pikachu, Bulbasaur, Charmander, Squirtle, Rowlet, Litten,
Popplio and more. Then they can create their own cool Pokémon
designs!

CBMC code: B3L68
TPS: 216mm x 162mm
Extent: 64pp
Binding:
Age: 05-08
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

MARIA S BARBO

NON FICTION

GENERATION HOPE: YOU(TH) CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Sales points
• Introducing Generation Hope – the young people around the globe
who are working to bring about positive change
• Generation Hope looks at 20 global issues, from climate change and
plastic pollution, to children's rights and education
• Facts and stats laid out in a clear, graphic style
• Issues explained in a bitesized no-nonsense manner
• Global issues covered also include: gender equality, nature
conservation, poverty, social justice and green energy
• Activists profiled include: Greta Thunberg, Aran Cosentino,
Bradanovics Bendeguz, Jakob Blasel and Zulaikha Patel

KIMBERLIE HAMILTON
Illustrated by RISA RODIL

About the author: Kimberlie Hamilton is
a non-fiction writer and animal welfare
activist. A longtime California resident,
Kimberlie recently relocated to Scotland,
where she lives with her four cats.
Author of Rebel Cats and Rebel Dogs,
Generation Hope is Kimberlie's third book
for Scholastic.

Description
Price: £9.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407199931
CBMC code: C5N79
TPS: 246mm x 189mm
Extent: 160pp
Binding: Non Standard - paperback

A journey around the world, introducing readers to 20 global issues
and the young activists who are taking action to bring about positive
change.
Generation Hope looks at everything from climate change and plastic
pollution, to children's rights and education. Facts and stats are laid out
in a clear, graphic style, with issues explained in a bitesized no-nonsense
manner.

Age: 08-12
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights

20 global issues covered, including: gender equality, nature
conservation, poverty, social justice and green energy.
20 activists, including: Greta Thunberg (Sweden), Dara McAnulty
(Ireland), Thomas Truby (Scotland), Bana al Abed (Syria), Mari Copeny
(USA), Aran Cosentino (Italy), Bradanovics Bendeguz (Hungary), Jakob
Blasel (Germany) and Salvador Gomez Colon (Puerto Rico).

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407198927

ISBN: 9781407193564

NON FICTION

HOME AGAIN: STORIES ABOUT COMING HOME FROM WAR
Sales points
• Features a foreword by Forces' sweetheart, Dame Vera Lynn
• 8 May 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of VE (Victory in Europe) Day
• HOME AGAIN is a collection of moving, real-life stories centred
around VE Day
• Packed with VE Day facts plus photos and information on items such
as demob suits and ration books
• A 50p contribution per sale goes to the Royal British Legion's Poppy
Appeal
• The Royal British Legion (RBL) have been involved in the
development of this book
• Sits perfectly alongside the RBL's 2020 remembrance theme of
'Remember Home'

Price: £9.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9780702300547
CBMC code: C5N79
TPS: 246mm x 189mm
Extent: 160pp
Binding: Non Standard - paperback
Age: 08-12
Illustrations: Colour
Rights: World Rights

Description

TONY BRADMAN, JIM ELDRIDGE

About the partner: The Royal British Legion
is the UK's largest Armed Forces charity,
with 235,000 members, 110,000 volunteers
and a network of partners and charities.
The Poppy Appeal is the RBL's biggest
fundraising campaign held every year in
November, the period of remembrance.
About the foreword: Forces' sweetheart,
Dame Vera Lynn, is an English singer who
has captured the nation with her songs
since WW2. She has devoted much of her
time to charity work over the years.
About the authors: Contributing authors
are Bali Rai, Jim Eldridge, Leila Rasheed,
E.L. Norry, Emily Hibbs and Tony Bradman.

HOME AGAIN tells twelve moving tales of homecoming, centred
around VE Day. With a foreword by Forces Sweetheart Dame Vera
Lynn.
Produced in partnership with The Royal British Legion for the 75th
anniversary of VE Day.
A child evacuee, a Bletchley Park codebreaker, a rebel fighter, an
Indian Army soldier…
Each inspiring and authentic story helps to bring the end of World War
Two into focus.
Every story is followed by a fact file, packed with detail on different
parts of the war.

ISBN: 9781407188812

ISBN: 9781407193298

NON FICTION

WHERE'S THE MAGICAL UNICORN POOP?
Sales points
• Taking the search-book trend to the next level with ALL the coolest
animals ever on the hunt for the magical rainbow poop!
• With Unicorn, Sloth, Flamingo, Llama, Toucan and the rest of the
gang taking on the world, children will love joining the characters to
search every page
• From the sights of London to Sydney Harbour and everywhere in
between, this book includes an entire planet of fun at your fingertips
• Packed with detailed illustrations of locations around the world,
Where's the Magical Unicorn Poop? is sure to keep readers occupied
for hours
• A perfect gift for fans of the cute animal trend

SCHOLASTIC

About the trend: From stationery to
clothing, books to TV programmes, the
love for unicorns and all cute creatures
(sloths - adorable; llamas – too sweet;
flamingos – delightful) is expanding
across the globe. In the first of a series
of Scholastic search books, Where's the
Magical Unicorn Poop? takes readers on
a hilarious journey around the world with
hours of magical searching fun.

Description
Price: £7.99
Pub Date: 2nd April 2020
ISBN: 9781407198323
CBMC code: C5N79
TPS: 290mm x 210mm
Extent: 48pp
Binding: Hardback
Age: 06-10
Illustrations: Colour

The ULTIMATE search-and-find book!
Endless hours of searching fun await in this magical book – with ten
different creatures along with nine magical unicorn poops and one
very special golden poop to discover on every spread, children will
have a laugh a minute looking for the hidden surprises. From the centre
of London to the streets of Tokyo and on ... to the edge of Niagara Falls
and beyond - there are so many things to keep young minds busy in
these pages, you won't hear a peep from them for days!

Rights: World Rights

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

ISBN: 9781407193366

ISBN: 9781407189109

Publication Date 2nd April 2020 (REISSUED)

BILLY ELLIOT
Melvin Burgess

Billy Elliot is growing up in a struggling coal-mining town in
Yorkshire. His father wants him to learn to box, like he did, but
Billy has other ideas. Encouraged in secret by a local teacher, he’s
determined to dance his way to a different future ...
• A wonderful new edition of Melvin Burgess’s acclaimed novel,
reissued to celebrate Chicken House’s 20th anniversary.
• Based on the motion picture screenplay of the worldwide 		
successful film and stage musical, written by Lee Hall.
‘A writer of the highest quality with exceptional powers of insight.’
SUNDAY TIMES
‘... the novel stands alone as a compelling and moving story, but
also complements the film and will enhance it for those who
have already seen it.’ OBSERVER

Price:
Pub Date:
CBMC code:
Dimensions:
Word count:
Binding:

£7.99
2nd April 2020
D3N79
198x129 mm
45,000 (words approx.)
Paperback

ISBN:
eBook ISBN:
Age:
Illustrations:
Export:
Rights:

978-1-913322-14-4
978-1-909489-18-9
10+
N/A
Yes
World

CHICKEN HOUSE 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

An extract from

BILLY ELLIOT
Melvin Burgess

My nan’s always saying how she could
have been a professional dancer. She
reckoned Mam could have been too, but
dancing wasn’t her thing. Nan used to
take her to do the ballet when she was a
girl, but Mam never took to it like she did.
She was a musician, Nan said. She loved
to play. I thought of Nan doing all those
movements with her arms up, and Mam
doing the same thing. See? There’s things
in our family other than boxing.
The girls were all at the other end of
the barre, so I had a little go behind Miss’s.
Bend and stretch and legs out! I bent and
stuck me leg out and peeked at it over my
shoulder.
Debbie was right. It wasn’t as easy as it
looked.
I was trying to follow what they were
doing, and it really was pretty difficult. The
thing was, I found out, to let the music do
it for you. You know? It wasn’t like Marc
Bolan or Bowie but it had a good rhythm.

You had to get into it. You
had to feel the music, like Miss kept saying.
And then ... up and down and one and two
and three and four and ...
‘ ... boots off!’
‘Ow!’
She was treading on my foot. A whiff of
fag smoke drifted past my face. It made
me cough.
‘What size are you? Two, three. Boots
off! Four, five. And six and seven.’
‘Miss, what about the keys?’
‘And eight and nine and ten.’ She was
off again, wandering around among the
girls. I don’t know why she wanted me to
take me boots off, but I did as I was told.
Maybe you weren’t allowed near the barre
or something with your boots on. I was
doing the second laces when she dropped
something in front of me.
Bloody great pair of ballet shoes.
‘I dare you,’ she said. ‘Prepare. You can’t
get a decent line with those boots.’
Well. There was no one about to see,
just the girls. And you know what? I reckon
they liked it, having a lad in with them. I
reckon they thought I was something a bit
different. Why not? Just to show them.

DESCRIPTION
Billy Elliot is growing up in a
struggling coal-mining town in
Yorkshire.
His father wants him to learn
to box, like he did, but Billy
has other ideas. Encouraged in
secret by a local teacher, he’s
determined to dance his way to
a different future ...

MELVIN BURGESS
Melvin Burgess is regarded
as one of the best writers
in contemporary children’s
literature. In 1997, his
controversial bestseller Junk won the
Guardian Children’s Fiction Award and
the Carnegie Medal. It was also
shortlisted for the 1998 Whitbread
Children’s Book of the Year.

CHICKEN HOUSE 2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS Tel: 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

Publication Date 2nd April 2020

THE CUT-THROAT CAFE
Nicki Thornton

Seth and his talking cat Nightshade arrive in the magical town
of Gramichee to gain an apprenticeship. But when he discovered
that the existing apprentices are under attack at the town’s
Scrumdiddlyumptious Café, he realises he has another murder
mystery to solve …
• The third book in the bestselling Seth Seppi Mysteries series,
following The Last Chance Hotel and The Bad Luck Lighthouse.
• Agatha Christie meets Harry Potter in another thrilling magical
murder mystery.
Praise for Nicki Thornton:
‘A jolly, atmospheric mystery’ TIMES
‘[A] hoot of a genre mashup … what’s not to love?’ OBSERVER
‘An inventive murder mystery’ TELEGRAPH
‘Wonderfully atmospheric’ DAILY EXPRESS
Price:
Pub Date:
CBMC code:
Dimensions:
Word count:
Binding:

£6.99
2nd April 2020
D3N79
198x129 mm
50,000 (words approx.)
Paperback

ISBN:
eBook ISBN:
Age:
Illustrations:
Export:
Rights:

978-1-912626-60-1
978-1-913322-08-3
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Yes
World

CHICKEN HOUSE 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

An extract from

THE CUT-THROAT
CAFE
Nicki Thornton

Customers were happily munching crusty thick
sandwiches, nibbling lunchtime sticky buns or
eating forkfuls of tasty-looking cake. There were
people reading books or doing the crossword. Yet
for Seth Seppi, this café was the most exciting
place he had ever been to in his life.
He found a seat gratefully, positioned his
scratchy wicker basket on his lap and reached for
a menu, darting looks all about. The walls were
painted a warm yellow that was rather like being
inside a cake, or a bowl of custard. The floor was
striped like a tablecloth. There was warm sugar
and cinnamon in the air, along with a low hum of
chatter and the clink of teaspoons on china.
Yet all he could think was: who was a sorcerer?
How could you tell?
‘So is this where I get out?’ came a soft, lilting
voice that didn’t disguise its grumpiness. ‘It’s not
dignified being carried around in a basket. Hope
you don’t expect me to like it.’
‘We are in a café. I’m pretty sure they have a no
cats rule, Nightshade,’ muttered Seth through the
side of his mouth.
‘That’s just blatant discrimination that is. Plenty
of places welcome dogs, adore dogs, put down

nice bowls of fresh water for dogs. Big mucky
creatures. You never need to give a cat a bath,
do you? I mean, you’d think we never came into
cafés.’
Not for the first time, Seth wondered whether
it had really been a blessing to discover his cat
could speak. ‘Can you please just not talk? If a
crowd gathers because I’ve brought in a talking
cat, Angelique will kill me.’
Angelique Squerr’s words, when she’d dropped
him here and rushed off to do something
important, had been very clear: ‘You are to do two
things, and two things only. You are to sit here,
wait for me. And you are not to cause any trouble.’
Unfortunately, Seth knew, trouble did seem to
follow him around. But what could possibly go
wrong in this bustling, friendly café?
‘What are we doing here again?’ came the voice
from the basket.
‘We are trying to blend in. Just because we are
visiting Gramichee where a bunch of magical folk
live, don’t expect to see people walking down
the street magicking mice out of fresh air, turning
the walls to gold or making it rain fish. I do know
enough about sorcerers to know that’s nonsense.’
Magic, people would insist on reminding Seth,
was difficult and dangerous to do. Magical people
did not waste it on anything frivolous. Yet he
didn’t need telling magic was hard. He’d love to
conjure coffee out of twigs with a quick flex of his
fingers, or scatter rainbows in the sky. But right
now he’d settle for enough magic to stir a spoon
in his tea.

DESCRIPTION
Seth and his talking cat
Nightshade arrive in the magical
town of Gramichee to gain an
apprenticeship: he’s finally ready
to qualify as a magician. But he
soon discovers that the existing
apprentices are under attack at
the town’s Scrumdiddlyumptious
Café, which is far more deadly
than it is delightful. Seth’s got
his hands full, as usual. Can he
pass his exams, discover who’s
murdering the apprentices, and
stop them before they strike
again?
NICKI THORNTON
Nicki Thornton has run an
independent bookshop in
Abingdon with her husband
for more than ten years.
Her debut novel, The Last Chance
Hotel, won the Times/Chicken House
Children’s Fiction
Competition 2016.
@nicki_thornton
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Publication Date 2nd April 2020 (REISSUED)

INKHEART
Cornelia Funke

Meggie’s father, Mo, has an amazing secret – when he reads
aloud, words come alive. Suddenly Meggie is living the kind of
adventure she has only read about ...
• A stunning reissue of the iconic bestseller by 		
critically-acclaimed author Cornelia Funke, reissued
with magical cover art by Karl James Mountford to
celebrate Chicken House’s 20th anniversary; books
2 and 3 reissued alongside.
• Over half a million copies of the series sold in the
UK alone.
• Also a major motion picture starring Brendan 		
Fraser, Andy Serkis and Helen Mirren.
‘I don’t think I’ve ever read anything that conveys so well
the joys, terrors and pitfalls of reading’ DIANA WYNNE JONES
Price:
Pub Date:
CBMC code:
Dimensions:
Word count:
Binding:

£7.99
2nd April 2020
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146,000 (words approx.)
Paperback

ISBN:
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Age:
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Rights:
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INKHEART
Cornelia Funke

DESCRIPTION
Meggie loves stories, but her
father, Mo, hasn’t read to her
since her mother disappeared.
When a stranger knocks at
their door, Mo is forced to
reveal an extraordinary secret
– when he reads aloud, words
come alive, and dangerous
characters step out of the
pages. Suddenly Meggie is
living the kind of adventure she
has only read about in books,
but this one will change her life
for ever.

Photo by Thorsten Wulff

Meggie heard a chair being pushed back, and
scurried back to her room. When the door of
the workshop opened she was just closing her
bedroom door behind her. Pulling the covers
up to her chin, she lay there listening as her
father said goodbye to Dustfinger.
‘And thank you for the warning anyway,’
she heard him add as Dustfinger’s footsteps
moved away, slowly and uncertainly as if he
were reluctant to leave, as if he hadn’t said
everything he’d wanted to say. But at last he
was gone, and only the rain kept drumming its
wet fingers on Meggie’s window.
When Mo opened the door of her room she
quickly closed her eyes and tried to breathe as
slowly as you do in a deep, innocent sleep. But
Mo wasn’t stupid. In fact, he was sometimes
terribly clever.
‘Meggie, put one of your feet out of bed,’ he
told her.
Reluctantly, she stuck her toes out from
under the blanket and laid them in Mo’s warm
hand. They were still cold.
‘I knew it!’ he said. ‘You’ve been spying.
Can’t you do as I tell you, just for once?’
Sighing, he tucked her foot back underneath
the nice warm blankets. Then he sat down on
her bed, passed his hands over his tired face

and looked out of the window. His hair was as
dark as moleskin. Meggie had fair hair like her
mother, who she knew only from a few faded
photographs. ‘You should be glad you look
more like her than me,’ Mo always said. ‘My
head wouldn’t look at all good on a girl’s neck.’
But Meggie wished she did look more like him.
There wasn’t a face in the world she loved
more.
‘I didn’t hear what you were saying anyway,’
she murmured.
‘Good.’ Mo stared out of the window as if
Dustfinger were still standing in the yard. Then
he rose and went to the door.
‘Try to get some sleep,’ he said.
But Meggie didn’t want to sleep. ‘Dustfinger!
What sort of a name is that?’ she asked. ‘And
why does he call you Silvertongue?’
Mo did not reply.
‘And this person who’s looking for you – I
heard what Dustfinger called him. Capricorn.
Who is he?’
‘No one you want to meet.’ Her father didn’t
turn round. ‘I thought you didn’t hear anything.
Good-night, Meggie.’
This time he left her door open. The light
from the passage fell on her bed, mingling
with the darkness of the night that seeped
in through the window, and Meggie lay there
waiting for the dark to disappear and take her
fear of some evil menace away with it. Only
later did she understand that the evil had not
appeared for the first time that night. It had
just slunk back in again.

CORNELIA FUNKE

Cornelia Funke is the
critically acclaimed and
internationally bestselling
author of the Inkheart trilogy,
the Dragon Rider series, and most
recently Pan’s Labyrinth with Guillermo
del Toro. Cornelia lives in California
with her family.
@corneliafunke
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THE LOOP
Ben Oliver

Luka Kane has been inside hi-tech prison the Loop for over two
years. A death sentence is hanging over his head but his dayto-day routine is mind-numbingly repetitive. Then everything
changes. Soon, Luka has to face a new reality: breaking out of the
Loop might be his only chance to save himself – and the world …
• A thrilling UKYA debut from a stunning new talent: dark, 		
original, twisty and totally unputdownable, this is a futuristic
Prison Break with shades of 1984.
• Film/TV rights optioned by Lime with producer Louise Sutton
(Black Mirror) on board.
• Themes of power and technology versus love, friendship and
humanity.
• Simultaneous publication in the US (Scholastic); books 2 and 3
to follow in 2021 and 2022.
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THE LOOP
Ben Oliver

I push myself to standing, legs shaking
and muscles straining against this simple
action. I concentrate on my breathing,
trying to slow it down, and willing my
heartbeat to return to normal.
My eyes scan the room, the cell in which
I am sentenced to reside. Four grey walls,
bare apart from a ten-inch-thick door
in one, a screen in another and a tiny
window in the back wall – beside which is
a pencil sketch of birds in flight. My single
bed with the thin cover and thin pillow,
the stainless steel toilet in the corner
and sink beside it. Not much else apart
from my stack of books and a table that’s
welded to the floor.
I feel as if I haven’t recovered at all when
I look at the dimmed screen on the wall
to see that it’s five seconds to midnight.
So, exhausted, I force my legs to move,
trembling, shuffling steps to the back of
the room. I focus my attention through
the small rectangular window and up to
the sky.
I’m still breathing so heavily that I have

to step back from the glass so that it
won’t fog up and obscure my view. I wipe
sweat from my forehead and even that
small action is enough to deplete my
reserves of energy back to almost zero.
But I’m distracted from my fatigue as
hundreds of small explosions flash across
the black night air, I can’t hear them
because my room is soundproof but I
remember what they used to sound like
when I was a child, and I can almost hear
that ripping echo. Dark clouds plume out
from the after-image of the explosions
and join together forming a shadowy
sheet across the sky. The rain comes down
so hard that the first drops bounce off the
concrete of the yard. Deep puddles form
in seconds and the smell hits me; not a
real smell, but again I remember the way
it used to smell when I was young; a fresh,
pure scent that – if I close my eyes – I’m
sure I can sense in my nostrils, and every
time I think of it I wish I could go out
there and feel the wetness on my skin, but
I can’t.
The rainfall signifies a new day, it’s the
2nd of June, my sixteenth birthday. I’ve
been here for over two years. Tomorrow is
my 737th day in The Loop.
‘Happy birthday,’ I whisper.

DESCRIPTION
Luka Kane has been inside hi-tech
prison the Loop for over two years.
A death sentence is hanging over his
head but his day-to-day routine is
mind-numbingly repetitive, broken
only by the books brought to him by
the sympathetic warden, Wren. Then
everything starts to change: rumours of
war are whispered in the courtyard and
the government-issued rain stops falling.
On Luka’s last, desperate day, Wren
issues him a terrifying warning: breaking
out of the Loop might be Luka’s only
chance to save himself – and the world …

BEN OLIVER
Ben began writing at age
seven, and was promptly
placed into the lowest
reading and writing group at
school. A mere twenty-two years later,
and now a high-school English teacher,
his debut novel, The Loop, is scheduled
to be published in 2020.
@benjamin0liver

CHICKEN HOUSE 2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS Tel: 01373 454488 www.chickenhousebooks.com

Publication Date 2nd April 2020 (REISSUED)

LUCAS

Kevin Brooks
Caitlin’s life changes the moment she sees Lucas – the strangest,
most beautiful boy she has ever met. But to others, he is an
object of jealousy, prejudice and hatred. Injustice lurks at every
twist and turn, until Caitlin is forced to take action ...
• A striking reissue of the powerful, emotive novel from Carnegie
Medal-winning author Kevin Brooks, author of The Bunker Diary.
• One of a number of iconic Chicken House bestsellers to be
reissued for Chicken House’s 20th anniversary celebrations.
‘It gets to you. Then when this has passed, you want to tell
everyone how good it is.’ SUNDAY TIMES
‘A particularly moving and unusual love story.’ GUARDIAN
‘A gripping story’ FINANCIAL TIMES
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LUCAS

Kevin Brooks
As I’ve already said, the memory of Lucas’s
walk brings a smile to my face. It’s an
incredibly vivid memory, and if I close my eyes
I can see it now. An easygoing lope. Nice and
steady. Not too fast and not too slow. Fast
enough to get somewhere, but not too fast to
miss anything. Bouncy, alert, resolute, without
concern and without vanity. A walk that both
belonged to and was remote from everything
around it.
You can tell a lot about people from the way
they walk.
As the car got closer I realised that Dad
and Dominic had stopped talking, and I was
suddenly aware of a strange, almost ghostly,
silence to the air – not just in the car, but
outside as well. Birds had stopped calling, the
wind had dropped, and in the distance the sky
had brightened to the most intense blue I’d
ever seen. It was like something out of a film,
one of those slow-motion episodes played
out in absolute silence when your skin starts
tingling and you just know that something
stunning is about to happen.
Dad was driving quite steadily, as he always
does, but it seemed as if we were barely
moving. I could hear the tyres humming on the

dry road and the air rushing past the window,
and I could see the railings at the side of the
road flickering past in a blur of white, so I knew
we were moving, but the distance between us
and the boy didn’t appear to be changing.
It was weird. Almost like a dream.
Then, all at once, time and distance seemed
to lurch forward and we drew level with the
boy. As we did so, he turned his head and
looked at us. No, that’s wrong – he turned his
head and looked at me. Directly at me. (When I
talked to Dad about this a little while ago, he
told me he’d had the very same feeling – that
Lucas was looking directly at him, as if he was
the only person in the whole world.)
It was a face I’ll never forget. Not simply
because of its beauty – although Lucas
was undeniably beautiful – but more for its
wondrous sense of being beyond things.
Beyond the pale blue eyes and the tousled
hair and the sad smile ... beyond all this there
was something else.
Something ...
I still don’t know what it was.
Dominic broke the spell by peering through
the window and grunting, ‘What the hell is
that?’
And then the boy was gone, whizzing past
into the background as we left the Stand and
veered off towards the east of the island.
I wanted to look back. I was desperate to
look back. But I couldn’t. I was afraid he might
not be there.

DESCRIPTION
Caitlin’s life changes from the
moment she sees Lucas walking
across the causeway one hot
summer’s day. He is the strangest,
most beautiful boy she has ever
seen – and when she meets him,
her world comes alive. But to
others, he quickly becomes an
object of jealousy, prejudice and
hatred. Caitlin tries to make sense
of the injustice that lurks at every
unexpected twist and turn, until
she realises that she must do what
she knows in her heart is right.

KEVIN BROOKS
Kevin Brooks is the criticallyacclaimed author of many
books for teens. He has won
the CILIP Carnegie Medal
and the Branford Boase Award, and
has been shortlisted for the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize and the Book
Trust Teenage book
of the Year. He lives in
Essex.
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MARTYN PIG
Kevin Brooks

Martyn hated his dad, but he never meant for him to die. And now
he has to tell the police what happened … or hide the body.
Simple, right? Not quite. One story leads to another. Secrets and
lies become darker and crazier. And then everything shatters.
Life is never easy, but death is even harder …
• A stunning reissue of the Branford Boase-winning novel from
Kevin Brooks, author of The Bunker Diary; also shortlisted for
the CILIP Carnegie Medal.
• Published in over 20 countries and over 250,000 copies sold
worldwide.
‘This is very good stuff indeed.’ MELVIN BURGESS
‘A confident, compelling debut novel.’ GUARDIAN
‘... a cult novel.’ INDEPENDENT
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MARTYN PIG
Kevin Brooks

The rain was turning to sleet as I pushed open
the back gate and shuffled down the alleyway
that led to the back of our house, stepping
over dog turds and squashed cigarette ends
and bin-liners full of empty beer cans.
What’s it got to do with you, anyway, I was
thinking to myself. She can see who she wants.
What’s it got to do with you what it’s got to do
with me?
What?
I paused for a moment, wondering just who
the hell I was arguing with, then shrugged and
went in through the kitchen door.
‘About bloody time, too.’
Dad was standing at the back window in his
multistained vest, swigging beer and smoking
a cigarette and spraying shaving foam onto the
kitchen window. I looked at him, said nothing,
and put the shopping bags on the top of
the fridge.
‘Change?’ he said, holding out his hand. I
gave him whatever was left of the money. He
sniffed at it, then put it in his pocket and went
over to the shopping. ‘Did you get it all?’
‘I think so.’
‘You’d better more than bloody well think

so,’ he said, dipping into one of the bags.
I didn’t have a clue what he meant. Neither
did he, I expect. He grunted through a
shopping bag, poking this and poking that,
cigarette ash dropping all over the place, then
he stopped and looked up at me and said,
‘Where’s the crackers?’
‘In the other bag,’ I told him.
‘Oh, right.’ He shrugged and turned to the
window. ‘What do you think?’
Creamy-white shaving foam dripped all over
the window, great globs of it sliding down the
glass and piling up on the windowsill in little
soapy mountains. At first I thought it was
some kind of half-arsed attempt at cleaning,
but that didn’t make sense because Dad never
did any cleaning ... and then I got it. It was
supposed to be snow. Christmas decorations.
‘Very nice, Dad,’ I said. ‘Good idea.’
‘Yeah, well ...’ he said, losing interest. ‘Best
get that stuff put away before it rots.’
Did I hate him? He was a drunken slob and
he treated me like dirt. What do you think? Of
course I hated him. You would have hated him,
too, if you’d ever met him. God knows why
Mum ever married him. Probably for the same
reason that Alex went out with Dean. Some
kind of mental short circuit somewhere. Yeah,
I hated him. I hated every inch of him. From
his broken-veined, red-nosed face to his dirty,
stinking feet. I hated his beery guts.
But I never meant to kill him.

DESCRIPTION
Did I hate him? Of course I
hated him. But I never meant to
kill him.
Martyn hated his dad, but he
never meant for him to die. And
now he has to tell the police
what happened. Or hide the
body. Simple, right? Not quite.
One story leads to another.
Secrets and lies become darker
and crazier. And then everything
shatters. Life is never easy … but
death is even harder.

KEVIN BROOKS
Kevin Brooks is the criticallyacclaimed author of many
books for teens. He has won
the CILIP Carnegie Medal
and the Branford Boase Award, and
has been shortlisted for the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize and the Book
Trust Teenage book of the Year. He
lives in Essex.
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MILTON THE MEGASTAR
Emma Read

Milton’s superstardom is stressing him out: the events, the
glamour, the adoring fans! So when Dad and Greta plan a
vacation in Hawaii, Zoe knows she has to take her best spider pal
along for the ride: he needs a break. But in the end, the trip is
hardly a holiday …
• The second instalment in Emma Read’s fun, fresh spider 		
adventure series.
• Follows lovable Milton and his friends as they travel to Hawaii to
tackle the plight of the happy-face spiders.
• Themes of environment and conservation alongside fame, 		
social media and anxiety – a positive feel-good read for kids
aged 7+.
Praise for MILTON THE MIGHTY:
‘… a charming and thoughtful read.’ THE SCOTSMAN
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MILTON THE
MEGASTAR
Emma Read

‘Step over to me, love,’ said the security
guard. ‘Shelly here will pat you down. Is this
your mum and dad?’ He pointed to Dad and
Greta and Zoe nodded.
‘Routine one, folks. We check on a regular
basis.’
Shelly stepped towards Zoe, wearing a
pair of blue surgical gloves and holding a
grey plastic paddle.
To Zoe’s right, the man with the oversized
bag was also being ‘routinely checked’. He
was very red in the face, and Zoe watched
in horror as a guard swept his hands firmly
along the man’s arms, then patted down his
sides.
Greta stepped forward. ‘It’s all right, Zoe
sweetheart. You haven’t done anything
wrong. They’re just doing their job.’
Zoe tried to reply but her mouth was as
dry as a camel spider’s sand burrow.
‘This is her first time flying, we’re on a
really special holiday – do you have to?’
Greta looked, pleadingly at Shelly.
‘I’m afraid so, but I promise, I won’t tickle
too much.’ She smiled warmly at Zoe.

Zoe tried to smile back and look normal
and not like a spider-smuggling criminal
who was about to get her friends squashed
right in her elbow pit, when she burst out
laughing.
‘OK then, Zoe is it? Raise your arms like
you’re an aeroplane.’
Still giggling, Zoe did as she was told,
but it was hard to stay still with three leggy
spiders scuttling up her arm. She fought the
urge to slam her arms down as they reached
her arm pit, and instead she puffed out her
cheeks and went as red as Mr Huge Bag.
As Shelly swept her legs, Zoe wriggled and
arched as the spiders crossed her shoulder
blades, then she had to fake a sneeze as
they wriggled out of her t-shirt and under
her hair.
‘My, you are a ticklish one,’ said Shelly as
she stood up. ‘OK, you’re all done. Have a
great holiday.’
Zoe leant forward, with her hands on
her knees and breathed out, as Dad and
Greta began the frantic exercise of putting
everything back in the bags. As they
reattached broaches and belts and debated
which pocket the passports were supposed
to go in, Zoe grabbed her bag.
‘Well done, guys. That was a close one,’
she said, secretly helping Milton, Audrey
and Ralph back into the box. Then she gave
her head a good scratch. ‘Well, this holiday
can’t get any worse than that.’

DESCRIPTION
Milton’s superstardom is
stressing him out: the events,
the glamour, the adoring fans!
Secretly, Zoe, Audrey and
Ralph think he’s turned into …
well … a bit of a diva. So when
Dad and Greta plan a trip to
Hawaii, Zoe knows she has to
take her best spider pals along
for the ride: they all need a
break. But with a live volcano,
an endangered spider species,
an unscrupulous entrepreneur
and Milton’s ego to contend
with, this is hardly a holiday …

EMMA READ
Emma was once a very
sensible biologist, and now
writes children’s books.
Milton the Mighty was her first novel,
and was shortlisted for the 2017 Bath
Children’s Novel Award. She lives in
Bath with her young
family and many, many
notebooks.
@emmydee73
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THE MYSTERIOUS
BENEDICT SOCIETY
Trenton Lee Stewart

Reynie, Kate, Sticky and Constance are the unusually talented
children in this mindbending adventure that
celebrates curiosity, imagination and ingenuity.
• Brand new reissued editions of the New York Times
bestselling series, to celebrate Chicken House’s
20th anniversary.
• Touches on themes of loneliness, good versus evil,
and the power of friendship.
Praise for the series:
‘This book reminded me of some of the children’s books
I grew up with, like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
and The Phantom Tollbooth.’ RICK RIORDAN
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THE MYSTERIOUS
BENEDICT SOCIETY
Trenton Lee Stewart

The boys waited there for some time, discussing
the curiosities of the day. Sticky was more
relaxed now, and soon the two of them grew
comfortable together, joking and laughing like
old friends. Sticky couldn’t stop giggling about
Rhonda Kazembe’s crazy get-up, and Reynie
smiled until his face hurt when Sticky told him
more about hanging upside down in the storm
drain. (‘My shoes started to slip off in her hands,’
Sticky recounted, ‘and for a second I thought she
was going to take them and leave me down there
under the grate. I panicked and started wriggling
like crazy – I think it was all she could do to pull
me back up without dropping me!’)
Then Reynie told Sticky about the pencil
woman’s sneakiness regarding the phone call to
Miss Perumal.
Instead of laughing, as Reynie had expected,
Sticky slipped back into his nervous behaviour.
He began polishing his spectacles again, even
though he’d just done it minutes before. ‘Oh yes,’
he said. ‘Yes, I tried to call my parents, too. Same
thing happened. But in the end it was fine. She
called them. Nothing to worry about.’
Reynie nodded politely. He saw perfectly
well that Sticky was trying to hide something.
Maybe he hadn’t thought of calling his parents
and felt guilty about it now? But Reynie decided
not to press him on the matter – Sticky seemed

uncomfortable enough as it was.
‘So where do you live?’ he asked, to change
the subject.
This only made Sticky polish all the harder.
Perhaps he simply disliked personal questions.
‘Well,’ he began. He cleared his throat. ‘Well—’
Just then the door flew wide open, and a girl
raced into the room carrying a bucket. She was
extremely quick: one moment she was bursting
through the door, golden-blond hair flying out
behind her like a horse’s mane, and the next she
was standing right beside them. Sticky leapt
back in alarm.
‘What’s the matter?’ he cried.
‘What’s the matter with you?’ the girl replied
calmly.
‘Well … what were you running from?’
‘From? I wasn’t running from anything. I was
running to this room. Old Yellow Suit told me to
come down here and wait with you two, so here I
am. My name’s Kate Wetherall.’
Sticky was breathing hard and casting
glances at the door, as if a lion might fly in next,
so it fell to Reynie to introduce them. ‘I’m Reynie
Muldoon and this is Sticky Washington,’ he said,
shaking her hand and immediately regretting
it – her grip was so strong it was like getting
his fingers caught in a drawer. (Sticky noticed
Reynie’s pained expression and quickly thrust his
own hands into his pockets.) Rubbing his tender
knuckles, Reynie went on, ‘I think the question is
why you were running instead of walking.’
‘Why not? It’s faster. Now I’m here with
you boys instead of trudging along the empty
hallway, and it’s much better, isn’t it? You seem
like nice fellows. So why do they call you Sticky?’
She touched Sticky’s arm. ‘You don’t feel sticky.’

DESCRIPTION
When a peculiar advertisement
appears in the newspaper for
children to take part in a secret
mission, children everywhere
sit a series of mysterious tests.
In the end, just Reynie, Kate,
Sticky and Constance suceed.
They have three things in
common: they are honest,
remarkably talented and
orphans. Undercover at the
Learning Institute for the Very
Enlightened, they must work
as a team to save not only
themselves, but also the world.

TRENTON LEE
STEWART
Trenton Lee Stewart is the
author of The Mysterious
Benedict Society series. After studying
English literature and writing in
college, he worked in various jobs for
several years, writing
all the while. He lives in
Arkansas, USA, with his
family.
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TUNNELS

Roderick Gordon & Brian Williams
Will Burrows has a passion for digging, but when his father
disappears down an unknown tunnel, Will’s investigation leads
him to a terrifying underground world.
• A spectacular new edition of the first novel in Roderick Gordon
and Brian Williams’s bestselling series, reissued to celebrate
Chicken House’s 20th anniversary.
• Classic subterranean science-fiction – with a hint of horror.
• Over a million copies sold worldwide in 39 countries.
‘It’s well paced, exciting and – in places – frightening and bloody.’
THE GUARDIAN
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TUNNELS

Roderick Gordon &
Brian Williams
The animal twitched and arched its head in
the direction of Chester’s voice. Then, the
next instant, it was gone, diving into the water
and swimming to the opposite bank where it
scurried away.
‘Great! He’s probably gone to get his mates,’
Chester said. ‘This place will be swarming with
them in a minute.’
Will laughed. ‘It’s only a bloody rat!’
‘That was no normal rat – who’s ever heard
of eyeless rats?’
‘Come on, will you, you big girl. Don’t you
remember the Three Blind Mice?’ Will said
with a wry grin as they began to move around
the crescent bank, playing their torches into
the nooks and crannies in the walls and up to
the ceiling above them. Chester was stepping
apprehensively between the rocks and iron
debris, constantly peering behind him for an
imagined army of sightless rats. ‘Oh, God, I
hate this,’ he grumbled.
As they approached the shadows at the
far end of the grotto, Will increased his pace.
Chester did likewise, determined not to be left
behind.
‘Whoa!’ Will stopped in his tracks, Chester
bumping into him. ‘Just look at that!’

Set into the rock was a door.
Will’s torch flicked over its dull, scarred
surface – it looked ancient but substantial,
with rivet heads like halves of golf balls spaced
around its frame, and three massive handles
down one side. He reached forward to touch it.
‘Hey! No!’ Chester fretted.
But Will paid him no heed and tapped lightly
on it with his knuckles. ‘It’s metal,’ he said,
running his palm over the surface – it was
shiny, black and uneven, like burned treacle.
‘So what? You’re not thinking of going in
there, are you?’
Will turned to him, his hand still resting on
the door. ‘This is the only way my dad could’ve
gone. Of course I damned well am!’
With that he reached up, grasped the
topmost handle and tried to pull down on
it. It refused to budge. He thrust his torch at
Chester and then, using both hands, tried
again, heaving down with all his weight.
Nothing happened.
‘Try the other way,’ suggested Chester
resignedly.
Will tried again, this time pushing upwards. It
creaked a little at first and then, to his surprise,
swivelled smoothly until it clunked decisively
into what he assumed was the open position.
He did the same with the other two handles,
then stood back. Retrieving his torch from
Chester, he placed one hand against the centre
of the door, ready to push it open.
‘Well, here goes,’ he said to Chester, who for
once did not raise any objection.

DESCRIPTION
Fourteen-year-old Will Burrows
lives with his family in London.
He has little in common with
them except for a passion
for digging which he shares
with his father. When his
father suddenly disappears
down an unknown tunnel, Will
decides to investigate with his
friend Chester. Soon they find
themselves deep underground,
where they unearth a dark and
terrifying secret – a secret which
may cost them their lives ...

RODERICK GORDON
& BRIAN WILLIAMS
Roderick Gordon and Brian
Williams are the authors
of the internationallybestselling Tunnels series. The two
have remained close friends
since their days at university
in London.
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