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Here at Barrington Stoke, we strongly believe that every child 
can become a reader – if we remove the obstacles that can get 
in their way.  

From our shapely font that promotes character recognition to 
our tinted paper that is easier on the eye, everything about 
our books is designed to break down the barriers that prevent 
young people developing a love of reading – from dyslexia to 
visual stress, language issues to simple reluctance.

Of course, you don’t need to be a reluctant or struggling 
reader to enjoy our books. This year we have an incredible 
range of stories from the best authors and illustrators 
anywhere. We have stories to warm the heart, chill the spine 
and tickle your funny bone. We’ve also got plenty of food for 
thought.

We hope you enjoy the catalogue and here’s to more books 
more children can read.

See below for a quick checklist of the features on our books 
that help you match the right read to the right reader.

Reading Age (RA)

Interest Age (IA)

CHECK THE LEVEL CHECK THE THEME

www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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Month: Mar | 978-1-78112-928-9 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+ | Colour  
PB | 64pp | 126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: B3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: London  
Illustrator location: West Midlands

Clever Cakes
Michael Rosen
With illustrations by Ashley King

Two super-smart kids triumph in these 
perfectly packaged tales with a twist from a 
multi-award-winning and bestselling author. 

Are you smart enough to escape from a hungry 
grizzly bear? Could you trick a grumpy king out of a 
giant golden belly-button? It pays to be able to think 
on your feet, especially if you’re about to be eaten 
alive or cheated out of a valuable prize! So it’s just as 
well that Masha and Peggy are two clever kids, each 
with a cunning plan …

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

MAR

Praise for Dread Cat:

“Rosen’s use of words is fabulous and hypnotic – where does his 
prose end and his poetry start?” LETTERPRESS PROJECT

“A charming, deeply satisfying tale … Filled with rhythm, wit and 
vigour” BOOKS FOR KEEPS

“Michael Rosen brings this simple story to life with his trademark 
storytelling style” SCOTSMAN

Michael Rosen is one of the UK’s best-loved children’s writers. He was the 
fifth UK Children’s Laureate and has won numerous awards, including an 
Exceptional Award for his 2004 collaboration with Quentin Blake, Michael 
Rosen’s Sad Book. Michael lives in London.

©
 Laurence Cendrowicz

978-1-78112-588-5
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Praise for Captain Whiskers:

“A fun, funny tale which will make you laugh  
with delight” THE TEACHER BOOK WORM

“Feline fun and furry fiascos are the order of the day in a laughter-
filled adventure ... a story full of mishaps, mayhem and animal 
magic” LANCASHIRE EVENING POST 

“This story is at times laugh out loud funny and at others a thoughtful 
look at how children can learn to overcome shyness ... A lovely book 
sure to put smiles on faces.” A LIBRARY LADY

Jeremy Strong is one of the UK’s highest profile authors for young readers and 
has a particular gift for humour which has seen him crowned Puffin’s King of 
Comedy. He worked as a Head teacher before writing full-time and he has won a 
raft of awards including the Red House Children’s Book Award. He lives in Bath.

LITTLE GEMS

First chapter books in colour by big-name authors and 
illustrators, with easy-read font, layouts and paper

MAR

Month: Mar | 978-1-78112-927-2 | £6.99 | Little Gems 5+  
Colour | PB | 96pp | 126 x 168mm | BIC code: YF | CBMC code: 
B3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Bath 
Illustrator location: Norwich

Captain Whiskers
Jeremy Strong
With illustrations by Matt Robertson

A furry, funny and very cute Little Gem that’s full  
of heart from a true king of comedy.

Cats in the bath. Cats in the cupboards. Cats and more cats 
everywhere! 
Everyone in Jackson’s class has a pet, but all Jackson has is his little 
brother Freddie. And little brothers don’t make very good pets. But 
when Jackson meets The Man With The Top Hat and his lovely cat 
Mrs Wilson, he’s about to get the pet he’s always wanted – and 
many, many more …

978-1-78112-877-0

978-1-78112-766-7

978-1-78112-721-6

©
Justine Stoddart
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8–12 NON-FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly non-fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

8–12 Non-Fiction | 5

Month: Apr | Illustrator: Stefano Tambellini | 978-1-78112-938-8  
£6.99 | 8–12 Non-Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 88pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Suffolk

Survival in Space: 
The Apollo 13 Mission
David Long
A compelling account of one of history’s 
most famous space missions, publishing to 
coincide with the 50th anniversary of Apollo 
13’s fateful launch.

April 1970: Apollo 13 was launched from the Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida. It should have been the third 
manned Apollo mission to land on the moon. But 
when an explosion on board damaged the spacecraft, 
it became a perilous and near-impossible fight for 
survival. Battling to get back to Earth, the crew on 
board travelled further into space than any humans 
had done before …

In this gripping portrayal of the astonishing Apollo 13 
mission, David Long shows how courage, resilience 
and teamwork succeeded in beating all odds to bring 
the spacecraft home.

Praise for Survival in Space:

“David Long excels at telling intriguing stories from the past ... this 
book is no exception” INDEPENDENT

“An out-of-this-world journey ... this brilliantly accessible story 
of an era-defining space mission is a thrilling read for space 
fanatics” LANCASHIRE EVENING PRESS 

“Perfect for information-hungry young minds” THAT BOY CAN TEACH

David Long is a journalist and author of non-fiction for both adults and 
children. A writer since leaving university, his work has appeared in the Sunday 
Times and London’s Evening Standard. His engaging non-fiction reflects his 
unquenchable thirst for fascinating stories from the past, and in 2017 his book 
Survivors won the Blue Peter Award for the best book with facts.

APR



Month: Jan | Illustrator: Chris Riddell | 978-1-78112-932-6 | £6.99 
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 64pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Devon

Monster Slayer:  
A Beowulf Tale
Brian Patten
A stunning prose retelling of Beowulf from 
an author–illustrator dream team. Now in a 
standard paperback format for middle-grade 
readers.

One dark night, the music and singing wake a terrible 
monster from his sleep in a foul swamp …

Warrior after warrior comes to slay the monster, 
but no one can outwit Grendel. Only the great hero 
Beowulf stands a chance, but even he is not prepared 
for the horror that lies in wait.

Praise for Monster Slayer:

“Brian Patten’s prose is rich and wonderfully atmospheric”  

MISS CLEVELAND IS READING

“A fine example of retelling done right. Brian Patten is a champion 
wordsmith” BOOK MURMURATION

“Storytelling of this quality is rare” LOVEREADING4KIDS

Brian Patten is an award-winning author from Liverpool who has written over 50 
poetry books for adults and children since he was first published in 1967. He is 
famous, too, for his stories of the totally embarrassing Impossible Parents. In 2002, 
Brian was honoured with the Freedom of the City of Liverpool.

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

JAN
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8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

JAN/FEB

Month: Jan | Illustrator: Karen Donnelly | 978-1-78112-914-2 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 64pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Rutland

Month: Jan | Illustrator: Cathy Brett | 978-1-78112-923-4 
£6.99 | 4U2READ 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | 72pp 
B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79  
Rights: World | Author location: London

Month: Feb | Illustrator: Charlie Alder | 978-1-78112-933-3 
£6.99 | 4U2READ 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | 72pp 
B format BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: London

Respect: The Walter Tull Story
Michaela Morgan
The remarkable true story of footballing star and war hero Walter 
Tull is brought to life in this brand-new edition of a Barrington 
Stoke bestseller.

Walter Tull was a true hero and the first black officer in the British Army, but 
he had to fight for respect throughout his life. The grandson of a slave, Walter 
was brought up in a children’s home. He had to fight against racism on the pitch 
as one of the first black professional footballers in the UK. Then he faced the 
greatest fight of his life on the battlefield during the First World War.  
An inspiring story of courage and resilience based on real-life events.

The Girl with the Sunshine Smile
Karen McCombie
A brand-new 4u2read edition of a wonderfully warm and wise story 
about new families and new relationships.

Meg is the girl with the sunshine smile. That’s what they call her at the wedding 
fairs where she models her mum’s dresses. But then Mum meets Danny. Danny 
with the grotty houseboat, four sons and a three-legged cat. All of a sudden, 
Meg’s life clouds over. Will Meg ever find her sunshine smile again?

Star for a Day
Jean Ure
A charming tale about the unique challenges of pre-teen life from a 
master of the genre, now in a brand-new 4u2read edition.

One talent show. Two sisters. Who will be the star? Lucy’s little sister Lola 
needs a new tutu and new ballet shoes for the talent show. Will Mum give in 
and buy Lola everything she wants – again? 
At least Grandad is on Lucy’s side. Can his crazy idea about clog dancing help 
Lucy shine?

8–12 Fiction | 7



978-1-78112-837-4

978-1-78112-813-8

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Month: Feb | Illustrator: Richard Watson | 978-1-78112-925-8 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 96pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World   
Author location: London

Month: Jan | Illustrator: Sarah Horne | 978-1-78112-908-1  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 72pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World   
Author location: Coventry

Five Ways to Make a Friend
Gillian Cross
A touching tale of friendship, understanding and finding 
the confidence to be yourself from one of the UK’s most 
beloved authors.

Do you find it hard to make friends? Ella does. It’s her first day at  
her new school and she wants to find a friend. But it’s really hard.  
No one is interested in her. What can Ella do? 
She finds some tips in a book about making friends and decides to 
try them out. But things don’t go quite as she planned …

Magicat
Jennifer Gray & Amanda Swift
Friendships and felines make for a magical mix in this 
adorable adventure from the authors of Guinea Pigs Online 
and Puppies Online.

What’s that falling from the sky? It’s Magicat! 
When Magicat is knocked off his witch’s broom by a stray firework, 
he has no way of getting home to Magic Land. Luckily, he’s found by 
friends Jessie and Ali, who look after him while he waits for Wenna 
Witch to come and rescue him. But while they wait, what could be 
the harm in doing just a little bit of magic?

JAN/FEB

8 | 8–12 Fiction



978-1-78112-592-2

978-1-78112-845-9

978-1-78112-772-8

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

Anna Gain and the Same 
Sixty Seconds
Guy Bass
A laugh-out-loud and punny take on Groundhog Day for 
young readers from a top-notch pairing.

Ever-punctual Anna Gain is never late ... Until today. After a series 
of crazy accidents, Anna misses the bus to school. But then she’s 
transported one minute back in time. Anna becomes stuck reliving 
the same sixty seconds, trying and failing to catch her bus again, and 
again, and again ... Will she ever escape this maddening minute?

A Bad Day for Jayden
Tony Bradman
Reluctant-reader favourite Tony Bradman returns with a 
gentle and sensitively told story of life as a young carer.

Jayden’s having a hard time. His mum seems really sad and won’t 
get out of bed. He’s fallen out with his best friend and he’s struggling 
to keep up at school. He wants to do the right thing, but it’s difficult 
when it feels like everything is going wrong.  
When Miss Wilson turns up at Jayden’s school, she’s not sure if she 
wants to be a teacher any more, but can she and Jayden help each 
other and turn this bad day around?

FEB/MAR

Month: Mar | Illustrator: Tania Rex | 978-1-78112-901-2  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 64pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Kent

Month: Feb | Illustrator: Steve May | 978-1-78112-916-6 |  £6.99 
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 72pp | B format  BIC code: YF 
5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: London

8–12 Fiction | 9



Month: Aug | Illustrator: Michael Broad | 978-1-78112-929-6 
£6.99 | 4U2READ  8–12 Fiction | Reading age 7 | B&W | 64pp 
B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World   
Author location: Kent

Month: Mar | Illustrator: Tom Morgan-Jones | 978-1-78112-926-5 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 120pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World   
Author location: Kent

Norman the Norman from 
Normandy: Two Quests in 
One
Philip Ardagh
The hilarious, rollicking adventures of mighty (but little) 
Norman the Norman brought together for the first time in 
this bumper paperback edition.

You’ve heard of the Norman Conquest, right? But have you heard 
of Norman the Norman from Normandy, who almost, but not quite, 
helped William the Conqueror conquer England? Join Norman 
and his not-so-wild boar Truffle as they set off on a very grand 
adventure. Along the way you can see them accidentally avenge 
Norman’s father’s death with a very large broad sword, help out a 
very tiny duchess and rewrite the famous Bayeux Tapestry. But not 
before they have a boiled egg for breakfast …

Football Crazy
Tony Bradman
A brand-new 4u2read edition of a fun and light-hearted 
football story from reluctant-reader favourite Tony 
Bradman.

Danny and his mates Jamil and Lewis are over the moon when 
football legend Jock Ramsey agrees to coach their team. For the first 
time ever the Rovers might have a chance of winning something! 
But Ramsey’s a tough coach. They train every night, and Saturdays 
too. It’s a lot of pressure for lads who just like a kickabout in the 
park. Can Danny, Lewis and Jamil survive the pressure and stay 
football crazy – in a good way? 

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

MAR/AUG
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Month: Aug | Illustrator: Michael Broad | 978-1-78112-930-2 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | PB | 88pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Brighton

Own Goal
The drama of football and friendship takes to the pitch in 
this action-packed sporting novel.

It’s 2–1 to Dale Juniors. They are about to win the schools’ cup final. 
But then – DISASTER! – Scott scores an own goal …  
Scott has let the team down. But this is only the start of his 
problems. After the match, he sees a nasty message about him on 
the wall of the local park. The prime suspect is Scott’s best mate, 
Danny. Could Danny have turned against him? Or is there something 
else going on …?

Football Mad Series
Paul Stewart
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Paul Stewart is the bestselling and multi-award-winning author of over 70 
books for children and adults. Paul has written everything from travel and 
football stories to horror and fantasy, and his long list of titles includes the 3 
million copy phenomenon The Edge Chronicles. Paul travelled for many years 
and taught English in Germany and Sri Lanka before returning to the UK to 
become a full-time writer. He now lives with his family in Brighton.

©
Rolf M

arriot
8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

AUG

978-1-78112-935-7

978-1-78112-934-0

978-1-78112-936-4
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Month: Aug | Illustrator: Sara Ogilvie | 978-1-78112-931-9  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 104pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: London

Sequin and Stitch
Laura Dockrill
Acclaimed creator Laura Dockrill sews 
together family, imagination and heart in 
this lyrical and completely unique Barrington 
Stoke debut.

Sequin’s mum is a talented seamstress and their little 
flat is overflowing with beautiful silks, fabrics, buttons 
and beads. It’s a sparkling sanctuary, like a princess’s 
wardrobe. While Mum works at her sewing machine 
late into the night, Sequin takes care of her baby 
brother, Stitch, and dreams of a place in the spotlight 
for her brilliant mum. But then tragedy strikes and 
their shimmering world is torn apart. Will the little 
family be able to recover from their heartbreak and 
start again? 

Praise for Sequin and Stitch:

“A gorgeous story filled with love ... packs quite a punch”  

A LITTLE BUT A LOT

“A brilliant story” THE BOOKBAG

“Overflowing with empathy for the struggles and joys faced by so many 
children ... delves right into the reader’s heart”  
SCOPE FOR IMAGINATION

Laura Dockrill is an author, illustrator and performance poet. She is the author 
of Carnegie Medal-nominated YA novel Lorali and the Darcy Burdock series for 
younger readers, which was shortlisted for the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 
in 2014. Laura grew up in Brixton and still lives in London.

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

AUG
©

 Sonny M
alhotra
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The Peculiar Thing with  
the Pea
Kaye Umansky
An unconventional princess meets a rather reluctant 
prince as queen of comedy Kaye Umansky returns with 
another hilarious twist on fairy-tale tradition.

Pete has no interest in getting married – he’s only 11! But his mother 
the Queen is determined to find him a well-off wife. When Patsy 
turns up claiming to be the rich Princess of Plethora, the Queen 
thinks she’s hit the jackpot, although she’s a little bit suspicious of 
Patsy’s scruffy appearance and her lack of interest in Princessly 
pursuits like ballroom dancing and playing the recorder. But all will be 
well if Patsy can just pass the Queen’s peculiar test with the pea ...  
A laugh-out-loud retelling of The Princess and the Pea like you’ve 
never heard it before!

The Invasion of Crooked Oak
Dan Smith
Stranger Things meets Invasion of the Body Snatchers in this 
thrilling sci-fi adventure with an environmental twist.

Something sinister is happening in Crooked Oak. Ever since the 
fracking site closed, Nancy’s parents have been acting weird. Their 
eyes are blank, they won’t eat – it’s like they’re no longer themselves. 
And now the symptoms are affecting others as well ... 
Nancy and her friends Pete and Krish are determined to find out 
what’s going on. But the deeper the trio dig, the scarier the mystery 
gets. A dark presence is spreading its tendrils across Crooked Oak. 
Can they stop it before it takes over the whole town?

Month: Sep | Illustrator: Chris King | 978-1-78112-920-3  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 104pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Newcastle

Month: Sep | Illustrator: Claire Powell | 978-1-78112-919-7  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 72pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: London

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

SEP
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Month: Sep | Illustrator: Alice McKinley | 978-1-78112-906-7 | £6.99  
8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 104pp | B format  | BIC code: 
YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World excl. N. America (Eng.)  
Author location: Suffolk

The House of Clouds
Lisa Thompson
The power of imagination, storytelling and 
magic combine in a poignant and uplifting 
novel from one of the UK’s bestselling 
authors.

Tabby’s fed up. Fed up with losing her best friend and 
fed up that Grandad has come to stay. Grandad’s 
always telling the same old silly, made-up stories. 
And now Tabby has to walk his smelly dog Buster 
every day after school. 
But one of Tabby’s walks takes her to a lonely hilltop 
house where she spots something strange going on. 
So strange she can’t help but mention it to Grandad. 
He tells her yet another fantastical story, and it’s only 
when tragedy strikes that Tabby wonders ... could 
Grandad’s impossible tale be true?

Praise for Owen and the Soldier:

“Brief, super readable and poignant … this slim, focused story packs 
considerable punch” GUARDIAN

“Such economy but such huge emotion. It’s small but mighty”  

PHIL EARLE

“A moving testament to the power of poetry and community” CBI

Lisa Thompson is the author of the bestselling The Goldfish Boy, The Light Jar, 
The Day I Was Erased and The Boy Who Fooled the World. The Goldfish Boy was a 
Waterstones Children’s Book of the Month and was nominated for the Carnegie 
Medal, the Branford Boase Award and the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize. She 
lives in Suffolk with her family.

978-1-78112-865-7
8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

SEP
©

 Nick Ilott Photography
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Noodle the Doodle
Jonathan Meres
The World of Norm author returns to Barrington Stoke 
with a charming middle-grade canine adventure.

Someone new is joining the class at Wigley Primary … He’s got four 
legs, a big bark and shaggy golden curls! 
Nora, Lou, Marty, Josh and the other children love having Noodle 
the doodle at school. He listens when they read him stories, he sings 
along in music class and he even delivers messages to the other 
classroom … or at least he tries to! So when Mr Reed announces 
that they’re taking a school trip to the seaside, they’re thrilled that 
Noodle will be coming too. But the beach is an exciting place for a 
dog – perhaps too exciting. Will Noodle be on his best behaviour or 
will the whole trip end in chaos? 

Month: Sep | Illustrator: Katy Halford | 978-1-78112-953-1  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 88pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: Edinburgh

World Burn Down
Steve Cole
The terrifying reality of illegal deforestation and the 
destruction of the rainforest is revealed in this powerful 
and gripping Amazonian adventure.

Carlos’s mother works for IBAMA, Brazil’s Environmental Authority. 
Her job is to protect the Amazon from land-grabbers who are 
illegally destroying the rainforest. But when she makes some 
dangerous enemies, they kidnap Carlos to teach her a lesson. Taken 
deep into the Amazon, Carlos manages to escape his captors only 
to find himself trapped by the fast-moving fires. Will he be able to 
outrun the flames as the world around him burns down?

“A powerful and inspiring  
story” LOVEREADING4KIDS  
ON TIN BOYMonth: Oct | Illustrator: Oriol Vidal | 978-1-78112-946-3  

£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 112pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Aylesbury

978-1-78112-872-5

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

SEP/OCT
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Month: Oct | Illustrator: Roxana de Rond | 978-1-78112-944-9 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 80pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World   
Author location: Durham

A Remarkable Ear
Anne Fine
Much-loved award-winning author Anne Fine returns 
with a touching musical story of patience, practice and 
courage.

Everyone’s always telling Will to stop humming, singing and making 
so much noise. That is, until he meets music teacher Mr Brand. Will’s 
not just noisy, Mr Brand explains, he has a gift – a remarkable ear 
for music – and he absolutely must learn to play the violin. 
But Will can never find peace to practise at home, and then there’s 
the small matter of his stage fright ... 
Can Will overcome all these obstacles and fulfil his dream of going to 
music school?

Daisy and the Unknown 
Warrior
Tony Bradman
A young girl sets out on an emotional mission in this 
historical tale from reluctant-reader favourite Tony 
Bradman.

November 1920. The body of an unknown soldier is to be buried at 
Westminster Abbey. The First World War has claimed the lives of 
thousands of men whose bodies will never make it home, and the 
Unknown Warrior will represent them all. 
As hundreds of people crowd to Westminster Abbey, Daisy knows 
she has to make it to the ceremony. Because although they call the 
warrior ‘unknown’, she is sure that he is her father … 

Month: Oct | Illustrator: Tania Rex  | 978-1-78112-960-9 
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 72pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Kent
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978-1-78112-754-4

978-1-78112-567-0

978-1-78112-434-5

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent
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Month: Oct | Illustrator: Natalie Smillie | 978-1-78112-943-2   
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 112pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Sussex

The Griffin Gate
Vashti Hardy
Bestselling author Vashti Hardy transports 
us to a world like no other in a steampunk 
fantasy adventure with family at its heart.

Grace’s family are wardens of the Griffin map, using 
its teleport technology to help people and fight crime 
across the land of Moreland. At thirteen, Grace is 
too young become a warden, but she longs to go on 
missions herself. After all, if her brother Bren can do 
it, why can’t she? 
So when Grace finds herself alone with the map as 
a distress call comes in, she jumps at the chance to 
prove she’s up to the task. But the map transports 
Grace to a remote village where nothing is quite  
as it seems. Has she landed right in the middle of  
a treacherous scheme?

Praise for Vashti Hardy, winner of the Blue Peter Book Award:

“This is storytelling at its brightest and best” WATERSTONES

“Combining the inventiveness of Northern Lights with the excitement  
of Around the World in Eighty Days” JEWISH CHRONICLE

“Skilfully mixing elements of science fiction, school stories and 
fantasy, Wildspark already feels like a children’s classic” BOOKTRUST

Vashti Hardy was a primary school teacher for several years and has always 
had a keen interest in children’s writing, leading to her MA in Creative Writing 
from the University of Chichester. Vashti is an alumni member and writing 
buddy of The Golden Egg Academy, and her books Brightstorm and the award-
winning Wildspark are critically acclaimed. Vashti lives near Brighton in Sussex.
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Queen of King Street
Tom McLaughlin
The Royal Family must learn to live like the rest of us in 
this hilarious Barrington Stoke debut from the author of 
The Accidental Prime Minister.

Unlucky Bertie has only gone and gambled away the entire family 
fortune! This is the last in a long line of disasters, and nobody 
is going to save the Montgomery family this time. But this is no 
ordinary family – Bertie is the Queen’s brother. So it’s goodbye to 
Buckingham Palace and hello to a little house on King Street for the 
royals. How will they ever survive? 
Follow their hilarious mishaps as the Queen forges a new career in 
reality TV, her sister-in-law becomes a social-media star and son 
Harry tries to survive at the local comp. Who knew that life in the 
ordinary world could be so hard?

Month: Oct | Illustrator: Tom McLaughlin | 978-1-78112-939-5  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 104pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World (Eng.) 
Author location: Exeter

Praise for The Accidental... series:

“Hilarious” DAILY EXPRESS

“With this on the shelf, you’ll have children voting to read!”  
READING ZONE

“A brilliantly funny what-if adventure and enormous fun”  
ANREA REECE

“The book was so funny that you are going to fall off your chair in 
laughter” LOVEREADING4KIDS

“McLaughlin’s writing is perfectly pitched, with an ending that no one 
will see coming!” BOOK TRUST 

Tom McLaughlin is an author and illustrator from Devon. After graduating 
from Falmouth College of Art he worked for 10 years as a political cartoonist. 
He started in the world of children’s books by illustrating other people’s work 
before turning his hand to writing. He is now best known for The Accidental ... 
series which includes the bestselling title The Accidental Prime Minister. He lives 
in Exeter with his family.
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Praise for Alex, the Dog and the Unopenable Door:

“Quirky, silly and perfect for dog lovers” SUNDAY EXPRESS

“Children’s fiction has a remarkable new comic voice”  

THE SUNDAY TIMES

“Underneath this barking mad romp there’s a moving message about 
love, loss, fear, and identity. A highly original debut novel”  

THE DAILY MAIL 

“An unusual and exciting story” PARENTS IN TOUCH

Ross Montgomery is the award-winning children’s author of bestselling middle 
grade fiction and picture books, including Alex, the Dog and the Unopenable 
Door, Space Tortoise and Max and the Millions. He previously worked as a 
primary school teacher and now tours the country for school events and 
festivals. He lives in London.

Rock Bottom
Ross Montgomery
A match-making dream turns into a midsummer night’s 
disaster in this comical caper and Barrington Stoke debut.

What would you do if the girl you loved thought you were just a 
joke? 
Nick has a great idea to win over Jessie’s heart – he’ll get the leading 
role alongside her in the school play. But when he is cast as the 
foolish joker Bottom instead of the romantic hero, his whole scheme 
falls apart. 
Enter Robyn, school prankster, who has a sneaky idea to put Nick 
back in the spotlight and finally get him noticed. But when opening 
night rolls around, one by one their grand plans go up in smoke!

Month: Oct | Illustrator: Mark Beech | 978-1-78112-921-0  
£6.99 | 8–12 Fiction | Reading age 8 | B&W | 88pp | B format   
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World 
Author location: London

©
Helen Niarias

8–12 FICTION

Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly fiction 
by the cream of UK writing talent

OCT

8–12 Fiction | 19



CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and illustration 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

Month: Aug | Illustrator: Violet Tobacco | 978-1-78112-948-7 
£6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | PB | 208pp | B format  
BIC code: YF | CBMC code: D3N79 | Rights: World  
Author location: Halifax

Tom Palmer
After the War
A deeply moving and powerfully told story  
of friendship, hope and belonging, inspired  
by the incredible lives of the real 
Windermere Boys.

Summer 1945. The Second World War is finally 
over and Yossi, Ben and Mordecai are among three 
hundred children who arrive in the English Lake 
District. Having survived the horrors of the Nazi 
concentration camps, they’ve finally reached a place 
of safety and peace, where they can hopefully begin 
to recover. 
But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of his missing father 
and disturbed by terrible nightmares. As he waits 
desperately for news, he fears that Mordecai and Ben 
– the closest thing to family he has left – will move 
on without him. Will life by the beautiful shores of 
Lake Windermere be enough to bring hope back into 
all their lives?

Tom Palmer was a reluctant reader as a child and credits articles about football 
with getting him into reading. He went on to become a bookseller and then 
worked in reader development. He is well known for his hugely successful football 
fiction for Puffin and is one of Barrington Stoke’s top-selling authors, writing 
about both sport and history with great appeal. He travels all over the UK visiting 
schools and working with charities, and is well loved across the book trade.

AUG
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CONKERS

Brilliant storytelling in text and illustration 
for keen and reluctant readers alike

Illustrator: Olly Cuthbertson | 978-1-78112-956-2  
£6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | 176pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79  
Rights: World | Author location: Halifax

Illustrator: Tom Clohosy Cole | 978-1-78112-825-1  
£6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | 208pp | B format  
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79  
Rights: World | Author location: Halifax

Illustrator: Tom Clohosy Cole | 978-1-78112-868-8  
£6.99 | Conkers Fiction 8+ | B&W | 176pp | B format 
BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: D3N79 
Rights: World | Author location: Halifax

Over the Line
A poignant and powerful tale based on the real life of a WWI soldier 
in the Footballer’s Battalion, told with clarity and depth.

It’s the proudest moment of Jack’s life – his debut as a professional footballer. 
Now he has a chance to achieve his dream of playing for his country. But 
it’s 1914 and the world is at war. Talk of sportsmen’s cowardice leads to the 
formation of a Footballers’ Battalion and Jack has little choice but to join up. 
The promise of a Cup in Flanders offers a glimmer of hope, but Jack and his 
teammates will have to survive a waking nightmare if they are ever to play 
again.

Armistice Runner
A powerful intergenerational tale that honours forgotten heroes of 
WWI while also looking at the devastating impact of dementia on 
family relationships in the twenty-first century.

“Without doubt one of the finest war books I have read in a  
long time” THE READING ZONE

“Powerfully poignant” SCOTT EVANS, THE READER TEACHER

D-Day Dog
A touching celebration of the heroic paratroopers of WWII and their 
parachuting canine companions.

“A dramatic and inspirational story” PARENTS IN TOUCH

“A masterful mixture of fiction and historical fact” THE LITERACY GLOBE
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Month: Aug | 978-1-78112-937-1 | £7.99 | Teen Fiction   
Reading age 8 | PB | 120pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR  
CBMC code: E3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Devon

Month: Jan | 978-1-78112-912-8 | £7.99 | Teen Ficition   
Reading age 8 | PB | 120pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR  
CBMC code: E3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: Devon

Jane Eyre: A Retelling
Tanya Landman
Carnegie Medal-winning author Tanya Landman returns 
with a brilliantly realised and truly accessible retelling of 
one of the greatest novels ever written.

After a miserable childhood, the offer of a job at Thornfield Hall 
seems to promise Jane Eyre a brighter future. But joyless laughter 
echoes along its corridors. Strange things happen in the dead of 
night. Secrets lurk in the attic. When Jane meets the owner of 
Thornfield Hall – the enigmatic, brooding Mr Rochester – her life is 
changed for ever. For better? Or for worse?

“It takes a bold author to meddle with Jane Eyre ... Landman 
has excelled” TELEGRAPH

“Readers, I hope you devour it”  

TIMES, CHILDRENS BOOK OF THE WEEK

Wuthering Heights:  
A Retelling
Tanya Landman
Tanya Landman returns with another stunning retelling 
of a classic, bringing a new perspective and a compelling 
voice to Brontë’s tumultuous romance. 

Cathy’s ghost will not rest while Heathcliff’s wrath persists. 
When Heathcliff, an unkempt orphan, arrives at Wuthering Heights, 
Cathy’s life will change for ever … but theirs will not be a happy love 
story. From a harsh childhood to a foolish marriage, a troubled path 
of pain and punishment lies ahead. Yet no matter how they suffer, 
they cannot stay apart – for whatever souls are made of, Cathy’s 
and Heathcliff’s are the same. After all these years, will Cathy’s 
ghost find the peace that life denied her?

TEEN FICTION
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JAN/AUG

22 | Teen Fiction



978-1-78112-867-1

Praise for Because of You:

“A timely and relevant story” THE BOOK ACTIVIST

“Eve Ainsworth has a brilliant grasp of teen voices and relationships ... 
it really packs a punch!” BOOKS WITH JANE

“The thing that I love about Eve’s books is how she doesn’t shy away 
from difficult topics but also creates stories and characters to love. 
Because of You is no exception” SNAILYCANFLYY

“An undeniably powerful read that has all the grit of a full length MG 
title” BOOK BOUND

Eve Ainsworth is an award-winning teen author and experienced school 
speaker, with a background working for secondary schools in pastoral and child 
protection roles. She is the author of several best-selling novels including the 
award-winning and Carnegie Medal nominated 7 Days. She lives in London 
with her family.

©
Linda W

oodard
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Month: Aug | 978-1-78112-911-1 | £7.99 | Teen Fiction  
Reading age 8 | PB | 112pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR  
CBMC code: E3N79 | Rights: World | Author location: West Sussex

Just Another Little Lie
Eve Ainsworth
Award-winning author Eve Ainsworth returns with a stark, 
honest and deeply moving novella exploring the difficult 
subject of alcoholism.

Violet’s mum hasn’t been herself for a while. A few too many glasses 
of wine in the evening. Mornings when she can’t get out of bed. Now 
Violet’s the one looking after her little brother and looking out for 
empty bottles in Mum’s bag. She wants to believe her mum when 
she promises that things are going to change, but is it just another 
little lie?
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DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY CLASSICS

Unabridged classics beautifully packaged in a dyslexia-friendly  
format more readers can access and enjoy

Month: Feb | 978-1-78112-924-1 | £7.99 | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic 
PB | 272pp | B format | BIC code: YF  | CBMC code: E3N79  
Rights: World (excl. US)

FEB

Praise for The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie:

“A sublime miracle of wit and brevity … a masterclass in the  
art of less is more” GUARDIAN

“Muriel Spark’s most celebrated novel … one of the giants of  
post-war fiction” INDEPENDENT

Muriel Spark DBE, C.Litt, was born in Edinburgh in 1918. Her writing career 
spanned 22 novels and many other works including poetry, essays and short 
stories. She was twice shortlisted for the Booker Prize and her work received 
much international acclaim. In 1993 she was made a Dame for services to 
literature, and in 1998 she received the Golden PEN Award. Later in life she 
settled in Tuscany, where she died in 2006.

The Prime of Miss 
Jean Brodie
Muriel Spark
Muriel Spark’s classic novel about the power 
of loyalty and influence, now available in a 
stunning package that is accessible for all 
readers.

At an Edinburgh school in the 1930s, glamorous, 
outspoken Miss Jean Brodie is quite certain of her 
role as teacher: to devote the wisdom of her prime 
years to six young girls, the crème de la crème, who 
will receive an education of the most unique kind. 
Known in school as the infamous Brodie set, the 
girls are soon entangled in their teacher’s world of 
unconventional ideas and manipulative schemes – 
destined to live in Miss Brodie’s shadow for the rest 
of their lives.
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DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY CLASSICS

Unabridged classics beautifully packaged in a dyslexia-friendly  
format more readers can access and enjoy

978-1-78112-753-7 | £7.99 | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic  
PB | 248pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code: 
E3N79 | Rights: World

978-1-78112-593-9 | £7.99 | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic  
PB | 256pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code:  
E3N79 | Rights: World (excl. US)

978-1-78112-740-7 | £7.99 | Dyslexia-Friendly Classic  
PB | 216pp | B format | BIC code: YF 5AR | CBMC code:  
E3N79 | Rights: World

A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens
When miserly Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his former business 
partner, he learns he will be called on by three spirits – Christmas Past, 
Christmas Present and Christmas Yet to Come – three further spirits who reveal 
to him his own miserable existence, the opportunities he wasted in his youth, 
his current cruelties, and the dire fate that awaits him if he does not change his 
ways. Scrooge is faced with a choice: death or redemption.

Of Mice and Men
John Steinbeck
Savvy George and gentle giant Lennie are drifters, hustling for a living in a string 
of dead-end jobs. George looks out for Lennie as they move from town to town, 
running from trouble and dreaming big. A place of their own, a piece of land, a 
bit of money. But trouble follows Lennie like a shadow, and George has his work 
cut out to keep him safe.

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde
Robert Louis Stevenson
Beneath the prim and proper morals of Victorian society lurks a violent madman 
who emerges at night to commit the most cold-hearted of crimes. Nothing is 
known of him except his name: Mr Hyde. A lawyer and a doctor begin their own 
investigation and are shocked to find that Mr Hyde is an acquaintance of their 
respectable friend Dr Henry Jekyll ... is there more to their association than 
meets the eye?
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Albert Johnson and  
the Buns of Steel
Phil Earle
With illustrations by Steve May
Albert comes from a long line of Master Bakers, but much to 
his dad’s despair, he’s no baker — he’s a sportsman. So when 
Dad needs help in his busy shop, he builds a miracle solution: 
the Doughmaster 5000. Little does Dad know his machine is 
about to become a rampaging disaster … It’s up to Albert to 
fix the mess, but can his sporting skills help him now?

Nappy the Pirate Baby
Alan MacDonald
With illustrations by Elissa Elwick
Stinky McFlea, Irish Stew, Long Johns, Nitty Nora and 
Captain Sprat are pirates aboard the Salty Herring. They 
love nothing more than lazing around on deck – until one 
day, a strange wailing noise changes everything. There’s a 
stowaway baby on board, and the crew decide they’re going 
to raise him like a proper pirate! But are they really up to 
the task of looking after a baby? And where exactly did 
Nappy come from?
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The Ghost Garden
Emma Carroll
With illustrations by Kaja Kajfež
When Fran unearths a bone in the garden of Longbarrow 
House on the same afternoon that Leo breaks his leg, it 
must surely be just a coincidence. But Fran can’t shake the 
uneasy feeling that the events are somehow connected, and 
there is a shift in the atmosphere that leaves her troubled 
and anxious. Roped into keeping wheelchair-bound Leo 
company, Fran is forced to listen to his foolish theories 
about the looming threat of war in Europe. But as the pair 
start to uncover more secrets buried beneath the garden, 
they dredge up threatening shadows of the future, and Fran 
begins to fear that Leo’s dire predictions might be coming 
true …

Swan Song 
Gill Lewis
Liam is struggling. He’s been expelled from school for 
punching his best friend and has to move to a small village 
in Wales to live with his grandad. It feels like his life is over 
before it’s even begun, but when Grandad invites Liam out 
on his boat to watch the swans return for winter, things 
begin to change. Grandad gives Liam space to breathe, and 
out on the estuary he starts to feel free and clear his head. 
But when the swans and their home come under threat, and 
tragedy strikes close to home, will Liam be able to continue 
his recovery?

www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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FOR SCHOOL ORDERS, SPECIAL 
SALES, RIGHTS & LICENSING, PRESS, 
MARKETING AND GENERAL ENQUIRIES:
Barrington Stoke 
18 Walker Street 
Edinburgh EH3 7LP 
0131 225 4113
schools@barringtonstoke.co.uk 
specials@barringtonstoke.co.uk 
rights@barringtonstoke.co.uk 
press@barringtonstoke.co.uk

FOR UK AND EXPORT TRADE ENQUIRIES 
(EXCLUDING AUSTRALIA, NEW 
ZEALAND, CANADA, SINGAPORE, 
MALAYSIA):
Bounce Sales and Marketing 
320 City Road 
London EC1V 2NZ 
020 7138 3650
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

FOR AGENTS IN AUSTRALIA, NEW 
ZEALAND, CANADA, SINGAPORE, 
MALAYSIA:
Barrington Stoke 
18 Walker Street 
Edinburgh EH3 7LP 
0131 225 4113
info@barringtonstoke.co.uk 
www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/trade

TRADE ORDERS TO GRANTHAM  
BOOK SERVICES:
Grantham Book Services 
Trent Road 
Grantham 
Lincolnshire NG31 7XQ 
01476 541 080
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

PRAISE FOR BARRINGTON STOKE

“I have always admired the team at 
Barrington Stoke, their passion for stories 

and for making stories accessible”  

SIR MICHAEL MORPURGO

“Outstanding” THE TIMES

“Barrington Stoke publishes short books from 
top-notch authors ... (with) a type so clean 

you could eat a currant bun off it” THE TIMES

“I want to shout from the rooftops to tell 
everyone what an amazing job Barrington 

Stoke is doing extending the joy of reading to 
ALL young readers” BABBLEABOUT BLOG

“You have given my children one of the most 
special gifts ever: To read!” PARENT

“Well done, Barrington Stoke. Without your 
books we would not have so many keen and 

enthusiastic readers” LIBRARIAN

“Since being introduced to your range of 
books he is reading with enjoyment for the 

first time in his life” PARENT

“One of the most important  
publishers ever – have enabled  

so many readers” TEACHER

@BarringtonStoke @BarringtonStoke www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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