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tara books is a collective of writers, designers 
and bookmakers, publishing illustrated books  
for children and adults.
 
While we generate many of our titles in-house,  
we also work with creative professionals across 
the world. Known for our richly visual content, 
we offer a curated list that includes children’s 
literature, photography, graphic novels, art and 
art education. Our books made entirely by hand 
have found their way to readers around the 
world.

Tara has also won around 60 international 
awards, including the Bologna Ragazzi award 
for the Best Children’s Publisher in Asia and the 
London Book Fair International Book Industry 
Excellence Award.



Titles marked with this 
icon are award-winning 
books. For more details, 
go to page 110.
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HANDMADE  
BOOKS 

GARUDA’S DILEMMA

The look on Lord Yama’s face throws Garuda into despair. ‘When 
the god of death looks at a creature in that way,’ he thinks, ‘it can 
only mean its time has come.’ He wants to save the bird from death. 
One part of him says it is not wise to fight the will of the gods, 
the other part cannot let him stand by, doing nothing. Garuda is 
ruffled. 

Gallery of irresistible  
felines, by some  
of India’s best known  
indigenous artists.

Art / Picture book 
HC / 48 pp / 190 x 190 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-28-7
`900 / £19.99 / €25 / $30

handmade books

anushka ravishankar, 
various artists

I LIKE CATS
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Here are India’s best- 
known beasts — tigers,  
elephants, deer, snakes, 
cows and more —  
rendered by a variety  
of indigenous artists. 

Art / Folklore  
HC / 48 pp / 190 x 190 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-58-4
`900 / £19.95 / €25 / $30

handmade books

kanchana arni,
gita wolf,  

various artists

BEASTS OF 
INDIA

Stories and exquisite  
art from some of the  
finest living Indian  
artists, on the most  
universal of themes:  
the sun and the moon.

Art / Folklore 
HC / 28 pp / 275 x 250 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-44-7
`1300 / £28 / €36 / $39.95

explore the book available

handmade books

various artists

SUN AND  
MOON
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A genre defying 
cross-media project 
reclaiming the Brer 
Rabbit stories; features 
art, music, spoken word 
and a short film.

Art / Folklore  
HC / 72 pp / 205 x 250 mm
Two-colour / Riso-printed with  
a Silkscreen-printed cover
isbn: 978-93-83145-46-1
`1000 / £22.99 / €27 / $29.95

handmade books

arthur flowers,
jagdish chitara

BRER RABBIT 
RETOLD

An unusual hand block- 
printed textile book in  
the form of a cloth shrine,  
celebrating the Mata-Ni- 
Pachedi style of art from  
Western India.

Art / Textile 
14 Panels / 255 x 255 mm
Two-colour /  
Block-printed on cloth
isbn: 978-93-83145-31-7
`4000 / £75 / €110 / $120

handmade books

jagdish chitara

THE CLOTH OF 
THE MOTHER 

GODDESS
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handmade books

A cosmic vision of  
trees featuring striking  
art and lore from the  
Pardhan Gond tradition  
of Central India.

Art / Folklore 
HC / 40 pp / 230 x 330 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-86211-92-2
`1700 / £30 / €39.90 / $46.95

bhajju shyam,  
durga bai,  

ramsingh urveti

THE NIGHT 
LIFE OF TREES

handmade books

Waterlife features Mithila art, a vibrant and delicate form 

of folk painting from Bihar in eastern India. The artist 

Rambharos Jha grew up on the banks of the legendary river 

Ganga, and developed a fascination for water and water life. 

In this book he creates an unusual artist’s journal, adapting 

the motifs of the Mithila style to express his own vision. He 

frames his art with a playful text that evokes both childhood 

memory and folk legend.

Waterlife is silk-screen printed by hand on handmade paper.

“A gloriously attractive, endlessly fascinating book  

… Each of Waterlife’s pages deserves to hang on a wall.” 

– Asian Review of Books

“Without a shadow of exaggeration, the most beautiful book  

I’ve ever laid eyes on.” 

– Maria Popova, Brainpickings.org

WaterlifeRambharos Jha

Numbered Edition

                of  3000

Waterlife
Rambharos Jha

ISBN: 978-93-80340-13-5

UK £30/USA $46.95/INR 1000.00

Beautifully rendered images of an  
imaginative water-world in the Mithila  
folk style from Eastern India.

Art / Memoir 
HC / 28 pp / 360 x 220 mm 
Colour / Silkscreen-printed on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-80340-13-5
`1500 / £30 / €39.90 / $46.95

rambharos jha

WATERLIFE
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handmade books

A classic comic poem  
on the flow of language 
and politics — and the 
breaks in either —  
illustrated with  
punctuation signs.

Illustrated verse / Art / Design 
HC / 32 pp / 235 x 355 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-15-7
`1000 / £29.99 / €39.90 / $49.95

christian morgenstern, 
rathna ramanathan, 

sirish rao

IN THE LAND OF 
PUNCTUATION

handmade books

Visual narrative which 
brings together stories  
of origins, transformations 
and endings from the 
Pardhan Gond community.

Art / Folklore  
HC / 24 pp / 280 x 280 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-03-4
`1500 / £35 / €39.90 / $49.95

explore the book available

We celebrate the sowing season with a Seedling Festival. For nine days and nights,  
girls pray to a pot of sprouting grain, there is singing and dancing all night. Finally, on 

the tenth day, the seedlings are ceremoniously spread on the ground, and watered.  
We offer thanks to this miracle of creation, which allows us all to live.

The Sacred Seed 
All life comes from a source, a germ which holds  
a miraculous possibility within itself, and when  

the time is right, lets it unfold. The source of  
plant life is the seed. 

bhajju shyam, 
gita wolf

CREATION
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handmade books

In this poetic memoir, 
Mithila painter Santosh 
Kumar Das pays tribute 
to the muses that trans-
formed him.

Art / Memoir  
HC / 24 pp / 260 x 342 mm
Single colour / Silkscreen- 
printed on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-62-1
`1200 / £27 / €32 / $35 
(Out of stock in India)

santosh kumar das

BLACK:  
AN ARTIST’S 

TRIBUTE

handmade books

A classic fable of destiny 
and love, illustrated in 
the delicately ornamental 
Patachitra temple painting 
tradition from Odisha.

Art / Mythology
HC / 24 pp / 230 x 230 mm
Colour / Silkscreen- 
printed on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-86211-58-8
`1300 / £28 / €36 / $39.95

THE PANG OF BEAUTY

Garuda waits while his master visits Lord Shiva, and spots a tiny and 
exquisitely beautiful bird sitting on a nearby bush. He is moved by 
its beauty, and can scarcely believe that something like it exists.

raja mohanty,  
sirish rao,  

radhashyam raut

THE CIRCLE 
OF FATE
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handmade books

A sumptuously 
illustrated re-telling  
of Sophocles’  
classic tragedy.

Art / Classic  
HC / 28 pp / 216 x 279 mm
Two-colour / Silkscreen- 
printed on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-86211-49-6
`800 / £24.99 / €29.80 / $36.95

gita wolf,  
sirish rao, 

indrapramit roy

ANTIGONE

handmade books

A gorgeously  
illustrated version of  
Euripides’ classic play.

Art / Classic 
HC / 28 pp / 216 x 279 mm
Two-colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-86211-91-5
`800 / £24 / €29.80 / $36.95

gita wolf,  
sirish rao,  

indrapramit roy 

THE BACCHAE
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handmade books

A richly illustrated  
version of Euripides’  
timeless classic.

Art / Classic 
HC / 28 pp / 216 x 279 mm
Two-colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-86211-98-4
`800 / £24.99 / €29.80 / $36.95

gita wolf,  
sirish rao,  

indrapramit roy 

HIPPOLYTOS A powerfully illustrated 
version of Sophocles’  
best-known tragedy.

Art / Classic 
HC / 28 pp / 216 x 279 mm
Two-colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-93-83145-30-0
`800 / £24 / €29.80 / $36.95

handmade books

gita wolf,  
sirish rao,  

indrapramit roy 

OEDIPUS 
THE KING
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handmade books

Snake lore and  
legend from across  
India, illustrated  
by a contemporary  
French artist.

Art / Epic 
HC / 48 pp / 170 x 170 mm
Colour / Silkscreen-printed 
on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-90675-66-6
`650 / £14.99 / €20 / $24.95

ianna andréadis, 
gita wolf

SSSS: SNAKE ART 
AND ALLEGORY

A visual fable for our times 
starring the fingerprint, 
with notes on its history 
and role in surveillance.

Art / Politics 
HC / 104 pp / 140 x 190 mm
Colour / Silkscreen- 
printed on handmade paper
isbn: 978-81-90675-62-8
`950 / £14.99 / €24.80 / $29.95
(Out of stock in India)

handmade books

andrea anastasio

FINGERPRINT
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CHILDREN’S  
BOOKS

new titles • children’s books

Cat is fed up with her tail
It never does what it should
She now wants  
a brand new tail
A tail that she can choose...

Picture Book / Art / 4+ 
HC / 32 pp / 254 x 254 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-934485-7-1
`600 / £15.99 / €18 / $19.95

explore the book available

anushka ravishankar, 
tushar vayeda, 
mayur vayeda

TAIL TALE
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new titles • children’s books

Flip and unfold these 
interactive picture books, 
suitable for toddlers  
of all ages.

Novelty Books / Die Cut Books 
PB / Colour / Offset-printed 
 
set of 4: 
isbn: 978-81-939841-4-7
`600 / £14.99 / $18

individual book details 
on facing page

kaori takahashi

PEEK-A-BOOK 
set 01

new titles • children’s books

WHO’S HUNGRY?
12 pp / 160 x 160 mm
isbn: 978-81-934485-8-8
`175 / £3.99 / $4.95
Chomp, chomp, chomp...  
who’s munching on their lunch?

THE TREE
12 pp / 160 x 160 mm
isbn: 978-81-939841-2-3
`175 / £3.99 / $4.95
A cat on a tree, an apple for me 
what else can you see, on this tree?

BOO!
12 pp / 160 x 160 mm
isbn: 978-81-934485-9-5
`175 / £3.99 / $4.95
Peek-a-boo... 
I see... who?

BIRTHDAY SURPRISE
12 pp / 160 x 160 mm
isbn: 978-81-939841-1-6
`175 / £3.99 / $4.95
It’s today! It’s today!
it’s our friend’s birthday!
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In this interactive pop-up book, follow a little girl 
in search of her teddy bear and see how different 
people live in her apartment building.

Novelty Book / Die Cut Book / 4+ 
Slipcase / 44 pp / 180 x 123 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-32-4
`500 / £10.99 / €15 / $16.95

children’s books • 4+

explore  
the book 
available

kaori takahashi 

KNOCK! 
KNOCK!

Count the improbable  
number of animals on an  
ever-expanding tree. 

Picture Book / 4+ 
PB / 48 pp / 180 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-09-6
`300 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar, 
sirish rao,  
durga bai

ONE, TWO,  
TREE!
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Alliterative Alphabets: 
Kind Kiwis Kiss Kangaroos, 
Lazy Lions Lick Lollipops, 
Plump Penguins Play  
Ping Pong.

Picture Book / Alphabet Book / 4+ 
PB / 54 pp / 216 x 216 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-83145-25-6
`325 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar, 
christiane pieper

ALPHABETS  
ARE AMAZING 

ANIMALS

A little girl makes an important discovery
in a busy Indian market.

Picture Book / Verse / 4+ 
PB / 24 pp / 240 x 160 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-92317-13-7
`175 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar,  
emanuele scanziani

TO MARKET!  
TO MARKET!
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Pull! Drink! Carry!  
Each image — in the Warli 
style from Western India — 
is a narrative built around 
a verb.

Education / Art / 4+ 
PB / 32 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Single colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-16-4 
`200 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 4+

ramesh hengadi, 
shantaram dhadpe, 

gita wolf

DO!

children’s books • 4+

Using the form of the elephant, fish and deer, 
these activity books introduce Indian art 
traditions, showing how art is as much about 
the imagination as it is about depiction.

Art Activity / 4+ 
PB / 16 pp / 265 x 340 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
`250 / £5.99 / €8.50 / $7.95

explore the book available

paola ferrarotti, 
various artists

8 WAYS TO DRAW 
AN ELEPHANT

luisa martelo, 
various artists

8 WAYS TO  
DRAW FISH

8 Ways to Draw an Elephant
isbn: 978-93-83145-26-3
8 Ways to Draw Fish
isbn: 978-93-83145-39-3
8 Ways to Draw Deer
isbn: 978-81-93448-50-2
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children’s books • 4+

Deer move about in groups called herds. The artist has given the deer 

in this herd different patterns, to show the fur that covers their bodies. 

Their fur is longer in winter, to keep them warm, and shorter in summer, 

so they stay cool. Draw different patterns on the deer, and give them 

different coats for summer and winter.

jasmine isabelle parker, 
various artists

8 WAYS TO  
DRAW DEER

children’s books • 4+

Trace, flip and bring 
each animal in this 
book face to face with 
his or her twin. 
What happens next? 
That’s entirely up to you! 

Art / Activity / 4+ 
PB / 24 pp / 265 x 340 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-71-3 
`400 / £7.99 / €9.90 / $9.95

explore the book available

dhwani shah, 
bhaddu hamir 

TWINS



34 35

Tiger, Tiger… on a tree!  
Is it true? Can it be? 
If you want to know: 
Read.

Picture Book / Verse / 4+ 
PB / 40 pp / 185 x 240 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-06-5
`250 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar, 
pulak biswas

TIGER  
ON A TREE

Falguni the Fruitseller  
finds a crocodile in a ditch.  
“Catch that Crocodile!”  
everyone cries.  
Find out who does! 

Picture Book / Verse / 4+ 
PB / 40 pp / 185 x 240 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-08-9
`250 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar, 
pulak biswas

CATCH THAT 
CROCODILE!
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When a baby elephant  
is adopted by a herd  
of buffaloes, does he 
remain an elephant?

Picture Book / Verse / 4+ 
PB / 40 pp / 185 x 240 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-07-2
`250 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

children’s books • 4+

anushka ravishankar, 
christiane pieper

ELEPHANTS  
NEVER FORGET

Experience the jolly  
maze of an Indian village 
carnival, rendered by a Bhil 
artist from Central India. 
This is an interactive book, 
with a pop-up ferris wheel.

Folk Art / Pop-Up Book / 4+ 
HC / One fold-out page /  
One 24-page booklet /
285 x 285 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-11-9
`650 / £14.99 / €16 / $19.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 4+

subhash amaliyar,
gita wolf

VISIT THE BHIL 
CARNIVAL
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children’s books • 4+

Cumulative rhyming  
story illustrated in the  
traditional wall painting 
style of the Meena  
community from  
Northern India.

Picture Book / Art / 4+ 
PB / 40 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed
isbn: 978-81-939841-5-4
`400 / £9.99 / €9.90 / $12.95

gita wolf,  
sunita

GOBBLE  
YOU UP!

children’s books • 4+

In the form of a never-ending circle, this book  
explores an Indian beach from day to night.

Art / Education / 4+  
Slipcase / 16 pp / 350 x 250 mm  
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-67-6
`400 / £10.99 / €13 / $14

explore  
the book 
available

joëlle jolivet

by day and night

AN INDIAN 
BEACH
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children’s books • 6+

Stuck with a stubborn  
hiccup? Try these remedies. 
Absurd text and humorous 
art come together in this  
hilarious picture book.

Picture Book / Humour / 6+ 
PB / 36 pp / 200 x 200 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-939841-7-8   
`350 / £7.99 / €8.90 / $9.95

explore the book available

anushka ravishankar, 
christiane pieper

HIC!

children’s books • 6+

A whimsical tale of 
travel through a child’s 
imagination, illustrated 
with exquisite quilts made 
from Indian textiles.

Picture Book / 6+ 
PB / 24 pp / 230 x 220 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-05-8 
`200 / £6.99 / €8.50 / $8.95

explore the book available5 0 8 9 5

9 789383 145058

ISBN 978-93-83145-05-8

IND `200 | UK £6.99 | US $8.95 

This absurd and fantastic story of  travel through a child’s imagination is illustrated with 
exquisite art. Put together with fabric collected during the artist’s visit to India, it echoes 
old quilting forms which have traditionally held women’s memories, art and labour.

My Aunt Anna came back from India 
With stories of places to which she had been.
To warm me through winter she sewed me a quilt 
With pictures of all the things she had seen.
 
Under the quilt I closed my eyes
And found I was in for a big surprise ...

Anita Leutwiler
Anushka Ravishankar

Leutw
iler/R

avishankar

Anushka Ravishankar  
Dubbed ‘India’s Dr. Seuss’, 
Anushka Ravishankar is one 
of India’s most celebrated 
children’s authors. Her 
witty and jubilant tales are 
internationally acclaimed  
and widely translated. 
Anushka has now authored 
over twenty books and 
travelled widely performing 
from her stories. In 2012 
Anushka co-founded the 
Indian children’s publishing 
house Duckbill and she is 
based in New Delhi, India.

Anita Leutwiler  
Swiss textile artist  
Anita Leutwiler has been 
practicing her art for over 
30 years. Specializing in the 
patchwork technique, Anita 
has exhibited her delicate 
and poetic work widely in 
Europe. Author of several 
books, she is also a textile art 
teacher, and currently lives in 
Germany.

Just outside a temple gate
Stood an elephant.
“Off with your shoes! 
Off with your shoes!”
He blared to all who went.

“Please help me, Sir,” I said to him,
“I really need to know:
Where it is that I have come
And how I have to go.”

“First left then right then up then down
Then back then forth then here then there 
Then to then fro ...” he carried on,
I ran away in great despair.

anushka ravishankar, 
anita leutwiler

EXCUSE ME, 
IS THIS INDIA?
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A fold-out activity book in the Patua style of scroll 
painting; features the everyday life and world of 
the Santhal people. 

Art / Activity / 6+ 
HC / 16 folded pages / 355 x 220 mm  
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-43-0
`600 / £14.99 / €18 / $19.95

children’s books • 6+

explore  
the book 
available

rohima chitrakar, 
v. geetha

A VILLAGE IS 
A BUSY PLACE!

A domestic labourer  
who went on to become 
a well-known artist paints 
her own moving story  
in the Mithila folk style 
from Eastern India.

Picture Book / Art / 6+ 
PB / 32 pp / 230 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-17-1
`300 / £7.99 / €8.50 / $10.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 6+

dulari devi,  
gita wolf

FOLLOWING MY 
PAINT BRUSH
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Indonesian trickster  
tale featuring Kanchil  
the mouse deer,  
illustrated in the  
Mata-Ni-Pachedi style  
from Western India.

Picture Book / Folktale / 6+ 
HC / 32 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-15-9 
`375 / £10.99 / €14 / $17.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 6+

nathan kumar scott, 
jagdish chitara

THE GREAT  
RACE

An endearing Indian  
version of a well-known tale 
from the Brothers Grimm, 
featuring Pardhan Gond art 
from Central India.

Picture Book / Folk Tale / 6+ 
HC / 40 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-86211-45-8
`395 / £10.99 / €14.80 / $16.95
(Out of stock in India)

children’s books • 6+

sirish rao,  
durga bai

THE OLD  
ANIMALS’ FOREST 

BAND
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Zany artist Koki Oguma  
wanders around his  
neighbourhood in Tokyo,  
creating the strangest,  
most wonderful stories  
about people.

Picture Book / Humour / 6+ 
HC / 44 pp / 175 x 275 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-65-2
`450 / £12.99 / €15 / $16.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 6+

When she’s in the juice bar on  
Manmaru Street, Ms. Kiyoko drinks 
orange juice. It usually sounds like this: 

“blub... blub... blub...”

When Mr. Pupu sits behind her, he leans 
forward to listen. He likes the sound, and 
finds it comforting.

Ms. Kiyoko 

koki oguma

THE BARBER’S 
DILEMMA

and other stories  
from manmaru street

A sophisticated conception 
of the transformative power  
of art, in the form of a 
children’s tale; includes  
a gorgeous fold-out  
Pithora painting from 
Western India. 

Art / Folklore / 6+ 
HC / 28 pp / 215 x 285 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-48-5
`450 / £12.99 / €15 / $16.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 6+

harsingh hamir,  
gita wolf

PAINTING 
EVERYTHING 

IN THE WORLD

By morning,  
it’s ready!

It’s a beautiful Pithora painting, showing the gods  
Pithora and Pithori in the form of horses, along with  
all the other gods and goddesses.  

It shows everything in the world: the sun and the moon,  
good spirits and evil ones, all kinds of animals and plants, 
people working and having fun… the artists are satisfied.
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A contemporary  
environmental retelling  
of the great flood tale,  
featuring Patua scroll  
art from Eastern India.  
This book unfolds into  
a long horizontal scroll.

Picture Book / Art / 10+  
HC / Slipcover /  
34 pp / 153 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-18-0
`800 / £14.99 / €18 / $21.95

children’s books • 10+

joydeb chitrakar,  
gita wolf

THE  
ENDURING ARKA gentle, perceptive  

exploration of the  
psychology of fear, with 
illustrations by Pardhan 
Gond artist Bhajju Shyam. 

Picture Book / Art / 6+ 
HC / 40 pp / 185 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-92317-15-1
`375 / £10.99 / €14.80 / $16.95 
(Out of stock in India)

children’s books • 6+

bhajju shyam,  
gita wolf,  

andrea anastasio

ALONE IN  
THE FOREST
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Anything can be turned  
into a puppet, once you 
know the basics.  
Along with principles  
of traditional puppetry  
from India, it is accidents, 
discoveries and a sense  
of humour which let you  
create a puppet. 

Craft / How-to / Education / 10+ 
HC / 120 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-66-9
`800 / £19.99 / €20.90 / $24.95

gita wolf,  
anushka ravishankar,  

ragini siruguri,  
rohini srinivasan, 

dhwani shah

PUPPETS  
UNLIMITED
with everyday  

materials

children’s books • 10+

Demonstrates how to  
make toys based on folk 
playthings created by  
small-time artisans across 
India. Restores the sense  
of physical material and  
unstructured play in an 
increasingly virtual world; 
includes a section for  
educators.

Craft / How-to / Education / 10+ 
HC / 112 pp / 215 x 285 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-57-7 
`800 / £19.99 / €20.90 / $24.95

Sudarshan Khanna | Priya Sundram | Anushka Ravishankar | Gita Wolf

 materials  

with
everyday

ToySand

PLAY

v

What is a good toy? 
Can we bring in the possibility of free, unstructured, and open-ended play  
to children in today’s world? it doesn’t have to be tied to expensive products, 
revolve around ready-made stories or be fixed by gender. We can create 
opportunities for other kinds of play — like through the toys in this book, 
which children and adults can make together. 
Toys that make NoISE, toys that dance, toys which play tr cks, toys that move  
toys that need skill… 
all of them are based on so-called folk toys, created by small time artisans 
from all over India, who used inexpensive local materials to come up with an 
unbelievable variety of charming and affordable playthings. 
a child who makes these toys needs to handle physical material intelligently:  
in an increasingly virtual world, this is an important sense to restore. Once 
a toy is ready, there is a very special quality to how she plays with it — 
mediated by the creative relationship that a child has to something she has 
made herself. 
along with step-by-step instructions on how to make a range of toys, the 
book also contains sections on the science behind some of them, tips, poems, 
and jokes... and a thought-provoking section for adults to think through  
issues of toys and play in today’s world.

ToyS  and

PLAY
 materials  
with everyday

i with the wind,

TOyS & PlaY with everyday materials

sudarshan khanna,  
gita wolf,  

anushka ravishankar, 
priya sundram

TOYS AND PLAY
with everyday  

materials

children’s books • 10+
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children’s books • 10+

Roving hyenas,  
shrieking peacocks, 
buzzing insects and 
stolen bicycles: Mother’s 
childhood tales sound 
unbelievable! And yet 
could they be true?  

Art / Fiction / 10+
HC / 64 pp / 170 x 240 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-93448-51-9
`400 / £10.99 / €14.90 / $16.95

explore the book available

tejubehan,  
salai selvam,  

shruti buddhavarapu

MOTHER STEALS  
A BICYCLE

and other stories

Artist from the  
Bhil community in  
Central lndia paints  
her community’s close, 
everyday relationship  
to trees. 

Art / Folklore / 10+ 
HC / 44 pp / 230 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-23-2
`400 / £10.99 / €14 / $17.5

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

gangu bai,  
gita wolf,
v. geetha

TREE 
MATTERS
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Ace Detective Captain 
Coconut can solve any 
mystery, large or small.

Graphic Novel / Humour / 10+ 
HC / 96 pp / 165 x 235 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-22-5
`400 / £9.99 / €14.80 / $16.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

anushka ravishankar,  
priya sundram

CAPTAIN  
COCONUT
and the case  

of the missing 
bananas

From childhood memories  
of colour to the practical 
details of paint, this is a 
whimsical activity book. 

Activity / 10+ 
HC / 144 pp / 165 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-00-3
`700 / £14.99 / €18 / $21.95

children’s books • 10+

sophie benini  
pietromarchi

THE 
 COLOUR BOOK
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A vividly illustrated  
one-of-a-kind retelling  
of the great Indian epic  
by a twelve-year-old.

Classic / Epic / 10+ 
PB / 288 pp / 210 x 280 mm
Single colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-01-2
`650 / £14.99 / €21 / $25.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

samhita arni

THE  
MAHABHARATHA:  

A CHILD’S VIEW

A quintessentially  
Indian version of  
Pinocchio, illustrated  
in the style of the  
Patua scroll tradition  
of Eastern India.

Folk Art / Classic /  
Children’s Fiction / 10+ 
HC / 192 pp / 165 x 235 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-12-6 
`550 / £11.99 / €15 / $18.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

carlo collodi,  
swarna chitrakar

THE PATUA 
PINOCCHIO
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A powerfully illustrated  
and darkly satiric  
account of childhood  
in times of war.

Young Adult / Politics / 10+ 
HC / 96 pp / 140 x 210 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-27-0 
`450 / £10.99 / €14.8 / $16.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

mike masilamani, 
matthew frame

THE BOY 
WHO SPEAKS 
IN NUMBERS

A retelling of traditional 
Pardhan Gond tales about 
the tiger, illustrated with 
symbolic art — capturing 
not only the mythic and 
iconic status of the great 
beast, but also a time, 
place and relationship that 
is lost to us.

Art / Environment / 10+
HC / 32 pp / 215 x 280 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-99-7
`550 / £14.99 / €17 / $19.95

explore the book available

dhavat singh uikey

WHERE 
 HAS THE TIGER  

GONE?

children’s books • 10+
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A richly illustrated Pardhan 
Gond fable about water 
and on the human relation-
ship to this most primeval 
of elements. 

Art / Environment / 10+
HC / 40 pp / 200 x 230 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-61-4
`450 / £12.99 / €15 / $16.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

subhash vyam

WATER

Beautifully illustrated and 
designed folk stories from 
an indigenous community  
in South India, recalling 
forgotten ways of living in  
the wilderness. 

Folktale / Art / Environment / 10+ 
PB / 60 pp / 170 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-73-7 
`350 / £7.99 / €9.90 / $10.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

madhuri ramesh,  
manish chandi, 
matthew frame

and other tales 
from the kadars

SPEAKING TO 
AN ELEPHANT 
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An urban nature lover learns 
about a tropical forest by 
walking through it with an 
indigenous forest-dweller. 

Art / Environment / 10+ 
PB / 52 pp / 173 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-93448-55-7
`350 / £8.50 / €9.90 / $10.95

explore the book available

children’s books • 10+

madhuri ramesh,  
manish chandi,  
matthew frame

WALKING  
IS A WAY OF  
KNOWING 

in a kadar forest

ILLUSTRATED  
BOOKS FOR ALL AGES  
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Explores the vital connections 
between lived life and the 
practice of art, with the Gond 
village of Patangarh serving 
as a narrative hub. The culture 
of the village — and the forest 
surrounding it — is central to 
the art and imagination of 
Pardhan Gond artists.  
How are we to understand 
this relationship? 

Art / Indigenous Cultures 
HC / 200 pp / 180 x 240 mm
Offset-printed with  
screen-printed inserts 
isbn: 978-81-939841-3-0 
`1200 / £30 / €32 / $36

new titles • illustrated books for all ages

kodai matsuoka,
bhajju shyam

the gond village 
of patangarh

ORIGINS  
OF ART

new titles • illustrated books for all ages
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The way in which the  
great Mexican artist is  
kept alive in popular  
memory through  
countless souvenirs, 
images and mementos 
is unprecedented in 
the world of art.  
Did Frida Kahlo herself 
lay some of these trails?

Popular Culture / Art History 
HC / 192 pp / 240 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-97-3
`1500 / £34.99 / €37 / $44.95

illustrated books for all ages • art history

gaby franger

FRIDA FOLK

illustrated books for all ages • art history

This book calls for a 
re-imagining of global 
picture book history:  
with the Soviet Union  
at the centre of this  
narrative web.

Art / Art History
HC / 192 pp / 240 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-45-4
`1800 / £35 / €42 / $45

giedrė jankevičiūtė,  
v. geetha

from soviet lithuania  
to india

ANOTHER HISTORY  
OF THE CHILDREN’S 

PICTURE BOOK
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ln this richly perceptive 
travelogue, Japanese  
designer Nao Saito  
explores the kitchens  
of South India, bringing  
together architecture, 
cookery and conversation. 

Travel / Cookery
HC / 194 pp / 180 x 240 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-59-1
`750 / £19.99 / €22 / $24.95

illustrated books for all ages • travel

nao saito

TRAVELS  
THROUGH SOUTH 
INDIAN KITCHENS

Extract from Karl Marx’s  
early work on the mind- 
numbing power of money, 
visually interpreted for the 
21st century.

Art / Politics
HC / 22 pp / 150 x 280 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-49-2
`550 / £14.99 / €18 / $20.95

explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • politics

karl marx, 
maguma

GOD OF  
MONEY
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The Erotic. The Valorous. 
The Furious... A visual  
tribute to the vanished  
art of South Indian  
cinema billboards.

Art / Cinema / Graphic Design 
HC / 96 pp / 230 x 280 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-86211-27-4
`1200 / £19.99 / €28 / $35

illustrated books for all ages • popular culture

m.p. dhakshna,  
v. geetha, 
sirish rao

of indian  
cinema hoardings

THE  
9 EMOTIONS Folk singer and  

self-taught artist draws  
her incredible journey 
from rural poverty  
to a life in art.

Art / Biography 
HC / 28 pp / 180 x 285 mm
Two-colour / Riso-printed  
with a Silkscreen-printed cover
isbn: 978-93-83145-96-6 
`499 / £14.99 / €16.90 / $19.95

explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • art

The idea and experience of travel can mean many things: it involves 
movement of some kind, sometimes through unknown places,  
at other times just between home and the world. Journeys can 
also be inward, marking rites of passage or a growth into a new 
dimension. We travel in search of profit, pleasure or curiosity, to 
labour and survive, to flee from tyranny or sorrow, and into real 
and imagined utopias.
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‘Take me to the city,’ the young girl whispers to the train, 
as it passes her dusty village. Her name is Teju.

She is now a middle aged woman, and in this book, she has 
drawn the story of her incredible journey from endemic 
poverty into the rich inner world of art.

Teju Behan is a singer and self taught urban folk artist 
from Ahmedabad in western India.

DRAWING  
FROM THE  

CITY

tejubehan

DRAWING 
FROM THE CITY
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Thirty-eight extraordinary  
indigenous artists from 
India reflect on the  
museum as an institution.

Art / Museum Studies 
HC / 152 pp / 240 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-29-4
`1500 / £32.99 / €40 / $42.95

illustrated books for all ages • art

Rajendar Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Bhaddu Hamir — Pithora, Gujarat

Bhadrachalam — Saora, Andhra Pradesh

Bhuri Bai — Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

Dawat Singh Uikey — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Gond Lal — Ghodna, Chhattisgarh

Dilip Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Durga Bai Vyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Gangu Bai — Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

Jagdish Chitare — Mata-Ni-Pachedi, Gujarat
Japani Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Lado Bai — Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

Manki Wadia — Warli, Maharashtra

Parvathi Bai — Sarguja, Chhattisgarh

Ramesh Katara — Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

Rajendar Uikey — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Meenakshi Wayada — Warli, Maharashtra

Mayank Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Manimala Chitrakar — Patua, West BengalMalli Bai — Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

Kumari Marawe — Ghodna, Madhya Pradesh 

Shanti Bai Marawe — Ghodna, 
Madhya Pradesh

Pradeep Marawe — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Santosh Kumar Paswan — Mithila, Bihar

Prasad Singh Kusharam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Pavan Paswan — Mithila, Bihar

Thukka Hamir — Pithora, Gujarat

Ragunath — Warli, Maharashtra

Roshni Vyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

Bhajju Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh Ramsingh Urveti — Gond, Madhya Pradesh Upan Bai — Ghodna, Chhattisgarh

Gurupado Chitrakar — Patua, West Bengal

Urmila Devi — Mithila, Bihar 

Uma Bai — Ghodna, Chhattisgarh

Prahlad Moharana — Patachitra, Orissa

Sushila Devi — Mithila, Bihar

Venkatraman Singh Shyam — Gond, Madhya Pradesh

gita wolf,  
arun wolf, 

various artists

BETWEEN  
MEMORY AND  

MUSEUM

Visual narrative in  
the Mithila tradition  
from Eastern India; 
explores the dilemmas  
of a young woman artist.

Art / Travel / Gender 
PB / 28 pp / 240 x 220 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-939841-6-1
`325 / £8.99 / €10 / $10.95

explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • art

amrita das

HOPE IS A 
GIRL SELLING 

FRUIT
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A unique visual 
meditation on Indian 
yoga poses, bringing to 
life the transformative 
spirit at the heart of yoga.

Health & Well-being / Art 
HC / 48 pp / 203 x 178 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-86211-48-9
`395 / £9.99 / €12 / $16.95

illustrated books for all ages • art

emanuele scanziani, 
jennifer abel

METAMORPHOSIS

Visual travelogue 
from a Pardhan Gond 
artist; reverses the 
anthropological gaze,  
and re-envisions the  
great metropolis.

Folk Art / Travel Writing 
HC / 48 pp / 210 x 270 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-92317-12-0
`750 / £12.99 / €17 / $19.95

illustrated books for all ages • art

bhajju shyam, 
gita wolf, 
sirish rao

THE LONDON 
JUNGLE BOOK
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An unusual collaboration  
between a Pakistani  
writer, truck artists  
and an Indian illustrator;  
celebrates the joy  
of truck art. 

Art / Travel 
HC / 56 pp / 250 x 210 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-42-3 
`550 / £14.99 / €18 / $20.95
(Out of stock in India)

explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • art

anjum rana,  
sameer kulavoor, 

hakeem nawaz,  
amer khan

THIS TRUCK 
 HAS GOT TO BE 

SPECIAL

A life of Martin Luther  
King Jr.; a dialogue  
between an African  
American griot and  
a Patua scroll artist  
from Eastern India.

Graphic Novel / Biography / Art 
HC / 156 pp / 165 x 235 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-92317-10-6 
`550 / £11.99 / €14.80 / $16.95

illustrated books for all ages • graphic novel

arthur flowers,
 manu chitrakar

I SEE THE  
PROMISED  

LAND
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A woman’s perspective  
on the timeless epic,  
and a powerful meditation 
on the fate of women 
in times of war. 

Graphic Novel / Epic
HC / 152 pp / 165 x 235 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-03-6
`550 / £11.99 / €14.80 / $16.95

explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • graphic novel

samhita arni, 
moyna chitrakar

SITA’S 
RAMAYANA

One of Charles Dickens’ 
earlier works, wonderfully  
illustrated by a contemporary 
Italian artist. 

Literature / Travel / Arts 
HC / 130 pp / 140 x 220 mm
Colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-16-6
`750 / £12.99 / €18.50 / $21.95

illustrated books for all ages • graphic fiction

charles dickens,
livia signorini

PICTURES  
FROM ITALY
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A powerful visual allegory  
of revolution that is a fine  
example of a cross-over  
picture book.

Art / Politics 
HC / 74 pp / 195 x 280 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-86211-46-5 
`395 / £11.99 / €18 / $22.95

illustrated books for all ages • graphic fiction

sara

REVOLUTION
Early 20th century  
feminist utopia — 
classic text illustrated  
by a contemporary artist 
from the Pardhan Gond 
community.

Folk Art / Women 
PB / 56 pp / 180 x 240 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-18-8
`275 / £6.99 / €7 / $8.95 
 
explore the book available

illustrated books for all ages • graphic fiction

begum rokheya  
sakhawat hossain,  

durga bai

SULTANA’S 
DREAM
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A spectacular pop-up  
number book from French 
designer Marion Bataille — 
the author behind the  
best-selling ABC3D.

Pop Art / Visual Art 
HC / 10 pp / 180 x 140 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-07-4 
`750 / £12.99 / €16 / $18.5

illustrated books for all ages • design

marion bataille

10
Design mirrors the  
shifting ways in which  
poetry creates meaning: 
16th century English trick 
verse featuring Pardhan 
Gond art.

Art / Design / Poetry
HC / 56 pp / 155 x 247 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-80340-14-2 
`600 / £10.99 / €16 / $18.5

illustrated books for all ages • design

ramsingh urveti,  
jonathan yamakami

I SAW A  
PEACOCK WITH  

A FIERY TAIL
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A classic comic poem  
on the flow of language 
and politics — and the 
breaks in either —  
illustrated with  
punctuation signs. 

Illustrated Verse / Art / Design 
HC / 32 pp / 165 x 235 mm
Two-colour / Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-81-90754-60-6
`280 / £9.99 / $19.95

illustrated books for all ages • design

christian morgenstern, 
rathna ramanathan, 

sirish rao

IN THE LAND OF 
PUNCTUATION

Indian studio 
photography from 
the bygone studio  
portrait era.

Photography 
HC / 96 pp / 195 x 215 mm
Black and white photographs / 
Offset-printed 
isbn: 978-93-83145-10-2
`750 / £12.99 / €17 / $19.95

illustrated books for all ages • photography

christopher pinney, 
suresh punjabi

ARTISAN 
CAMERA
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Welcome to the Village

Thank you, come again!

MORE ABOUT 
OUR WORK
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We have pioneered the process of creating  
affordable artists’ books for the contemporary  
reader, with every page of each book  
carefully screen-printed, and bound by hand.

The enterprise uses local skills and talent  
to create elegant world-class products.

To date, our workshop has created 4,37,000  
handmade books, which have won international  
acclaim for their stunning quality and fair price.

An average print run of 3000 copies of a book  
takes around 3 months to produce.

THE 
HANDMADE 
BOOK 
WORKSHOP

Our in-house printing workshop  
was founded in 1995 in Chennai, 
and currently houses 25 book  
artisans working and living on-site.

Each year, we make between 20,000 to 25,000 books 
for ourselves and other publishers around the world.

Run on fair-trade practices, the workshop pays  
equitable salaries, and provides free housing for its 
artisans and their families, as well as free education 
for their children.

To sustain our economic model, we also create  
art prints and greeting cards.

In its practice of sustainability, any leftover  
book prints are upscaled into unique stationery  
and notebooks.
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We are privileged that in India, unlike in many  
parts of the world, these artists are our active  
contemporaries, ready to engage with us.  

Many of the artists that we work with come from  
remote and marginalised communities, but as  
is evident from the books themselves, their talent,  
intelligence and imagination are inspiring. 

Whatever direction a particular project takes,  
there is one basic premise on which our  
collaboration is based. We would like each artist  
to be an ‘author’, the active creator of a book. 

WORKING  
WITH  
INDIGENOUS  
ARTISTS

Tara’s ongoing dialogue with the  
incredibly rich and varied forms  
of indigenous art in India began  
16 years ago. 

So when we work with an artist from a particular 
tradition, the book is not ‘about’ this tradition —
it is not a documentary. 

The book is a gallery space which is offered  
to the artist to tell a story. We work intensively 
with them, developing the possibilities,  
pushing the boundaries both for the artist  
and for the book form. 

As publishers we play a curator’s role: linking 
art, story, design and printing and finally the 
book with its readers. 
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For over 15 years we've worked with indigenous artists and
art traditions – to bring them into the form of the book 

Bhil, Madhya Pradesh
Tree Matters 
Visit the Bhil Carnival

Kalamkari, Andhra Pradesh
Mangoes & Bananas

Mata-Ni-Pachedi, Gujarat
The Cloth of the Mother Goddess 
The Great Race 
Brer Rabbit Retold

Meena, Rajasthan
Gobble You Up!

Mithila, Bihar
Hope is a Girl Selling Fruit 
Waterlife 
Following My Paint Brush 
Black: An Artist’s Tribute

Pardhan Gond, Madhya Pradesh
Origins of Art
Creation 
Sultana’s Dream 
The Night Life of Trees 
Signature 
The London Jungle Book 
I Saw a Peacock with a Fiery Tail 
Alone in the Forest 
The Churki-Burki Book of Rhyme 
One, Two, Tree! 
The Old Animals’ Forest Band 
Water 
Where has the Tiger Gone?

Patachitra, Odisha
The Sacred Banana Leaf

Patua, West Bengal
A Village is a Busy Place! 
The Patua Pinocchio 
Sita’s Ramayana 
I See the Promised Land 
The Enduring Ark 
Monkey Photo

Pithora, Gujarat
Twins 
Painting Everything in the World

Urban Folk Art, Gujarat
Drawing from the City 
Mother Steals a Bicycle 
Women on My Mind

Warli Art, Maharashtra
Do! 
Tail Tale 
The Deep

Various Traditions
Sun and Moon 
8 Ways to Draw Fish 
8 Ways to Draw an Elephant 
8 Ways to Draw Deer 
8 Ways to Draw a Crocodile 
I Like Cats 
Beasts of India

the art traditions we have worked with include:
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Experimenting with the physical form of the book is  
a Tara trademark. The narrative, the art, the artisanship 
and the object are all part of this process. 

In pushing the boundaries of the book form,  
we’re fascinated by its resilience. We’re ready to 
experiment with cutting-edge design, but insist  
that it communicates. For instance, through artful 
bookmaking, Speaking to an Elephant captures the 
experience of walking through a forest. 

From God of Money, a visual interpretation of  
extracts from Karl Marx to the delightful children’s 
book Knock! Knock!, this is a rich and varied list.

A particular book form is not arbitrary — it is always 
led by the content. This applies not only to our more 
exclusive art titles, but equally to our inexpensive 
children’s books.

THE FORM  
OF THE BOOK

For us, design is not an embellishment, but an integral 
part of how a book works: the final voice in the 
dialogue between text, image, form, and production.

This year, we are justly proud of our groundbreaking 
Origins of Art, a book which explores the vital 
connections between lived life and the practice 
of art. It is designed as a conversation between 
photographs, illustrations and text, and includes a set 
of handmade inserts, featuring silkscreened images. 

We’re also delighted with our deceptively simple but 
ingenious Peek-a-Book series for toddlers (of all ages). 
These interactive board books flip open in different 
ways, each time leading to a delightful discovery.

Exploring design  
and communication
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EXPLORE  
THE BOOK

Our free resources and activity sheets help parents 
and educators looking to extend the scope of our 
books. They contain pointers and questions for 
discussion, as well as suggestions for activities based 
on the ideas, art and narrative in the book.

They also act as supplemental material for younger 
readers to understand the book better, and for older 
readers to engage with it in a more complex manner.

For enquiries write to hello@tarabooks.com

BEYOND 
THE BOOK
art prints   •   stationery   •   films
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Our limited edition art prints and handmade  
greeting cards provide an extra source of income  
for our artists as well as support the artisans in  
our print-shop. 

We have also developed a line of recycled  
notebooks, with test screenprints from our workshop. 
Each print is serendipitous, so every notebook is  
absolutely unique. We call them Flukebooks.

A whole range of short films that explore and  
expand the themes in some of our books are  
available online. Watch a film and be inspired  
to look closely at the book.

Find our films on vimeo.com/tarabooks
For enquiries write to hello@tarabooks.com

Given our long history of working with  
rich and varied forms of contemporary  
indigenous art, we’ve collected an astonish-
ing variety of images for our books.
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unless otherwise indicated, world rights have been given.  
 
8 Ways to Draw an Elephant — French: Editions Pallette 
 
8 Ways to Draw Fish — French: Editions Pallette

9 Emotions of Indian Cinema Hoarding, The — Dutch: Mets & Schilt 
Uitgevers & Oxfam Novib 

Alone in the Forest — French (Europe): Albin Michel 

Beasts of India — Dutch (Netherlands & Belgium): Mets  
& Schilt Uitgevers & Oxfam Novib; French: Actes Sud;  
Spanish (Europe & Latin America) Editorial Kalandraka;  
Japanese: X-Knowledge  

Bacchae, The — Co-published with The J. Paul Getty Trust 

Between Memory and Museum — Simplified Chinese: Shanghai  
People’s Fine Arts Publishing House, China

Book Book, The — Chinese: Art & Collection Co. Ltd;  
French: Éditions Milan; Italian: Gallucci Editore;  
Portuguese (Europe): Edicare Editora; Spanish: Thule  
Ediciones; Korean: Iyagikot 

Captain Coconut and the Case of the Missing Bananas —  
Portuguese (World except Brazil): Orfue Negro 

Catch That Crocodile — French: Éditions Syros (paperback); Italian: 
Edizioni Corraini; Korean: Blue Sky Publishing Co. Ltd; Portu-
guese (Brazil): Manati Produções Editoriais; Complex Chinese: 
Art & Collection; Chinese (World except Hong Kong, Macao and 
Taiwan): Magic Elephant Books (Guangxi Normal University Press) 

rights

Circle of Fate, The — Italian: L’ippocampo Edizioni;  
Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF Martins Fontes; Spanish: Edi-
ciones Ekaré 

Cloth of the Mother Goddess, The — Korean: Borim Press 

Colour Book, The — Korean: Iyagikot; Spanish: Thule;  
Chinese: Art & Collection, Taiwan Current Show —  
Polish: Marta Bręgiel-Benedyk 

Creation — Italian (Europe): Adriano Salani; Portuguese  
Brazil): WMF Martins Fontes; Japanese: Tamura-do;  
French: Actes Sud; Spanish: GeoPlaneta 

Do! — French: Éditions Rue du Monde; German: Baobab Books; 
Italian: L’ippocampo Edizioni; Portuguese (Brazil): Global Editora; 
Spanish (Americas & Mexico): Petra Ediciones 

Drawing from the City — French: Actes Sud; Italian: Gallucci  
Editore; Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF Martins Fontes; Span-
ish (Mexico): Conaculta; Spanish (except Mexico):  
Thule; Korean: BIR / Minumsa Publishing Group 

Elephants Never Forget! — Dutch: Mets & Schilt Uitgevers & Oxfam 
Novib; English (USA, Philippines & Canada): Houghton Mifflin; 
French: Éditions Tourbillon; Italian: Edizioni Corraini; Japanese: 
Suzuki Publishing; Portuguese (Brazil) Manati Produções Editori-
ais; Spanish: Thule Ediciones; French: Albin Michel; Complex Chi-
nese: Art & Collection; Chinese (World except Hong Kong, Macao 
and Taiwan): Magic Elephant Books (Guangxi Normal University 
Press) 

Enduring Ark, The — Italian: Gallucci Editore 

rights



104 105

Excuse Me, Is This India? — English (Australia & New Zealand): 
Spinifex Press; Japanese: Artone Co. Ltd. 

Excuses, Excuses! — Catalan (World excluding Mexico):  
Takatuka; Spanish (World excluding Mexico): Takatuka;  
German: Peter Hammer Verlag 

Flight of the Mermaid, The — French: Éditions Syros; Italian: 
Donzelli Editore; Portuguese (Brazil): Editora Scipione 

Following my Paint Brush — French: Éditions Syros; Portuguese 
(Brazil): Editora WMF Martins Fontes; Spanish: Editorial Kókinos 

Four Heroes & a Green Beard — Italian: Giangiacomo  
Feltrinelli Editore Four Heroes & a Haunted House — Dutch: KIT 
Publishing; Italian: Giangiacomo Feltrinelli Editore 

Frida Folk — Simplified Chinese: Shanghai People’s Fine Arts 
Publishing House, China

Gobble You Up! — Korean (Korea): Daekyo; French: Actes  
Sud; Simplified Chinese (Mainland China): China Children’s 
Press and Publication Group 

God of Money — Spanish: Libros del Zorro Rojo; Italian:  
Gallucci Editore; Portuguese: Boitempo

Great Race, The — Spanish (Mexico): Petra Ediciones;  
Portugese (Brazil): Saraiva; Korean: Borim Press 

Hen-sparrow Turns Purple — Dutch (Netherlands & Belgium): 
Oxfam Novib; Simplified Chinese: Shandong Education  
Press Co.Ltd 

Hic! — Thai: SCG Foundation

rights

Hippolytos — Co-published with The J.Paul Getty Trust 
Hope is a Girl Selling Fruit — Spanish: Libros del Zorro  
Rojo; Portugese (Brazil): Companhio das Letras 

Ideal Boy, An — Co-published with Dewi Lewis Publishing,  
UK; French: Éditions Alternatives 

I Like Cats — Dutch (Europe): Fontaine Uitgevers;  
Italian (Europe): Adriano Salani Editore; Japanese: Graphic 
Sha Publishing; French: Actes Sud; Turkish: Seksek Publishing; 
Korean: Borim Press

In the Dark — Catalan (Europe & Venezuela): Thule Editions; 
Dutch: Lemniscaat; French: Éditions Tourbillon; Spanish  
(Europe & Venezuela): Thule Editions 

In the Land of Punctuation — Portuguese (Brazil): Bruno  
Berlendis; Castellano: Thule Editions; Korean: Borim Press 

I See the Promised Land — English (North America):  
Groundwood Books; Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF  
Martins Fontes; Korea: Green Knowledge 

I Saw a Peacock with a Fiery Tail — Portuguese (Brazil):  
Editora Scipione; Simplified Chinese: Youth Press Limited 

Knock! Knock! — Portuguese (Europe): Edicare Editora;  
Korean: Borim Press; Italian: Donzelli Editore; Japanese  
(Japan): Kawade Shobo Shinsha; Complex Chinese:  
Global Kids Books; Chinese: Quingdao; Polish:  
Wydawnictwo Dwie Siostry 

Leaf Life — Korean: Dongin Publishing 

rights
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London Jungle Book, The — Dutch: Mets & Schilt Uitgevers  
& Oxfam Novib; French (Paperback): Éditions Syros;  
Italian: Adelphi Edizioni; Korean: LIGEM; Portuguese  
(Brazil) Editora Cosac Naify; Spanish (Mexico & Spain):  
Editorial Sexto Piso; Japanese: Sanrinsha 

Mahabharatha: A Child’s View, The — Catalan: RBA Libros; French: 
Éditions Gallimard Jeunesse; German: Nagel & Kimche; 
Greek: Agra Publications; Italian: Adelphi Edizioni; Portuguese 
(Brazil) Conrad Editora; Spanish: Ediciones Juventud, Editiones 
Siruela; Thai: Bharat Book House 

Mala — English (USA & Canada): Annick Press 

Mangoes & Bananas — Japanese: Artone Co. Ltd; Portuguese  
(Brazil): Editora Comboio de Corda; Simplified Chinese: Youth 
Press Limited 

Monkey Photo — French: Actes Sud; Portuguese (Brazil):  
Manati Produções Editoriais; Portuguese (Europe):  
Edicare Editora; Turkish: Seksek Publishing

Night Life of Trees, The — French: Actes Sud; German:  
Baobab Books; Italian: Adriano Salani Editore;  
Japanese: Minoru Tamura; Korean: Borim Press;  
Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF Martins Fontes;  
Spanish: Editorial Kalandraka; German: NordSüd Verlag; Com-
plex Chinese: Grimm Press 

Oedipus the King — Co-published with The J.Paul Getty Trust 

Old Animals’ Forest Band, The — Dutch: Mets & Schilt Uitgevers  
& Oxfam Novib; French: Actes Sud; Greek: Ekdoseis Kokkino;  
Simplified Chinese: Youth Press Limited 

rights

One, Two, Tree! — Catalan (World, excluding USA):  
Fundacion Intermon Oxfam; Dutch: Mets & Schilt Uitgevers; 
French: Actes Sud; German: Carl Hanser Verlag; Japanese:  
Artone Co. Ltd; Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF Martins  
Fontes; Spanish (World, excluding USA) Fundacion  
Intermon Oxfam; Chinese: Ginkgo (Beijing) Book Co. Ltd 

Puppets Unlimited — Dutch: KIT Publishing;  
German: Verlag an der Ruhr; Italian: MC Editrice 

Real Men Don’t Pick Primroses — Italian: La Biblioteca Editrice 

SSSS: Snake Art & Allegory — Co-Published (French/English)  
with the Musée du quai Branly 

Sacred Banana Leaf, The — Danish: Förlaget Palka; French: Édi-
tions Syros; Portuguese (Brazil): Editora UDP; Swedish: Förla-
get Hjulet; Chinese: Ginkgo (Beijing) Book Co. Ltd 

Sita’s Ramayana — English (North America): Groundwood Books; 
Portuguese (Brazil): Editora WMF Martins Fontes; Nepali: Fine 
Print 

Sophocles’ Antigone — Co-published with The J.Paul Getty Trust; 
French: Éditions Milan; Italian: Lapis snc di Rosaria Punzi;  
Portuguese: Conrad Editora 

Sultana’s Dream — Italian: Donzelli Editore

Sun and Moon — Italian (Europe): Adriano Salani;  
Japanese: Tamura-Do 

rights
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That’s How I See Things — Catalan: Editorial Juventud; Danish: 
Förlaget Palka; French: Éditions Syros; Hebrew: Agam Pub-
lishing House; Portuguese (Brazil): Global Editora; Spanish: 
Editorial Juventud; Swedish: Förlaget Hjulet 

This Truck has Got to be Special — English (Pakistan): Oxford  
University Press

Tiger on a Tree — Catalan (Europe & Venezuela): Thule Edi-
ciones; English (North America): Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 
French: Éditions Syros; German: Blauburg Verlag; Hebrew 
(Israel): Agam Publishing House; Italian: Edizioni Corraini; 
Japanese: Hyoron-sha; Korean: Daekyo Publishing; Portuguese 
(Brazil): Manati Produções Editoriais; Spanish (Europe & Ven-
ezuela): Thule Ediciones; Chinese: Art & Collection; Complex 
Chinese: Art & Collection; Chinese (World except Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan): Magic Elephant Books (Guangxi Normal 
University Press) 

Today is My Day — Afrikaans: Human & Rousseau 

To Market! To Market! — Dutch: Mets & Schilt Uitgevers  
& Oxfam Novib; Italian: Babalibri; Korean: Woongjin  
thinkbig Co. Ltd.; Chinese (World except Hong Kong,  
Macao and Taiwan): Magic Elephant Books (Guangxi  
Normal University Press) 

Toys & Tales — Dutch: KIT Publishing; Italian: MC Editrice;  
Japanese: International Association for the Right to Play 

Trash! — Dutch: KIT Publishing; Italian: Edizioni Gruppo  
Abele; Korean: Giant Publishing Company 

Travels Through South Indian Kitchens — Japanese: Blue Sheep 

rights rights

Tree Girl, The — English (North America): Annick Press;  
French (Quebec): Annick Press Tsunami—French: Éditions Rack-
ham; Spanish (Mexico, Americas): Petra Ediciones 

Tsunami — Japanese: Sanrinsha 

Very Hungry Lion, The —Dutch: Oxfam Novib; French:  
Éditions du Seuil; Italian: Art & Livres S.R.L; Japanese:  
Artone Co. Ltd; Korean: Sigongsa Co. Ltd; Portuguese  
(Brazil): Bruno Berlendis; English (USA & Canada):  
Annick Press; Simplified Chinese: Folio Books 

Water —  Portuguese: FTD Educação; Arabic: Tamerinst

Waterlife — French: Actes Sud; Italian (Europe): Adriano  
Salani Editore; Japanese: Kawade Shobo Shinsha;  
Portuguese (Brazil): WMF Martins Fontes; Korean: Borim Press; 
German: Baobab
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awards

recognition received for  
publishing over the years

Winner, Publication Design, 
The India Story Design Awards

2016

London Book Fair International  
Publishing Industry Excellence Award,  
Trade Children’s and Young Adult  
Publisher category

2014

BOP Bologna Prize for  
Best Children’s Publisher (Asia)

2013

Longlisted, Publisher of the Year,  
3am Magazine, UK

2012

Johannes Gutenberg Award for  
excellence in printing, Madras Printers  
and Lithographers Association,  
Chennai, India

2007

awards for books

Alphabets are Amazing Animals — White Ravens Catalogue  
of world’s best children’s books, 2004

Antigone — Outstanding Book of the Year, US Independent  
Publisher Awards (Best Book Craftsmanship), 2002; Museum  
Publication Design Competition, Honorable Mention, 2002 

Anything but a Grabooberry — White Ravens Catalogue  
of world’s best children’s books, 2000

Beasts of India — Silver Medal, Fine Art Reproductions,  
Federation of Screen Printers Associations, Germany, 2007;
Spanish National Edition Award, Ministry of Culture, 2007

Bacchae, The — Highlighted Title of the Month, Independent  
Publisher Online, Nov 2005

Black: An Artist’s Tribute — 1st Prize, Award for Excellence in Book 
Production - Art Books, Federation of Indian Publishers. 2017

Boy Who Speaks in Numbers, The — Honor Book, South Asia  
Book Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature, 2016; 
The White Raven’s Catalogue of International Children’s 
and Youth Literature, 2016

Creation — CRESCER Magazine 30 Best Children’s Book  
Award  (Brazilian edition), 2016

Do! — BolognaRagazzi Award, New Horizons, 2010
 
Drawing from the City — Fifi Brindacier Prize for Promoting  
Sexual Equality, (French edition) 2013

Elephants Never Forget — USBBY’s Outstanding International Books 
honor list, 2009
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awards for books

Enduring Ark, The — USBBY Outstanding International  
Books honor list, 2014; Best of Indian Children’s Writing 
(BICW) – Contemporary Awards, 2019

Excuses, Excuses! — White Ravens Catalogue of world’s  
best children’s books, 2013

Following My Paint Brush — Honor Book, South Asia Book Award 
for Children’s and Young Adult Literature, 2012

Gobble You Up! — Highly Commended, South Asia Book  
Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature, 2014;  
Blue Elephant, Kyoorius Design Awards, 2013;  
White Ravens Catalogue, world’s best children’s books  
2014; Aesop Accolade 2014

Great Race, The — New York Public Library Books for  
Reading & Sharing List, 2012; USBBY Outstanding  
International Books honor list, 2013

Hen-sparrow Turns Purple — Biennale of Illustrations,  
Bratislava, 1999

Hick! — First Prize, Troisdorfer Bilderbucherpreis, 2019

Hope is a Girl Selling Fruit — USBBY Outstanding  
International Books honor list, 2015; Amelia Bloomer  
List 2015, best books with significant feminist content

In the Dark — White Ravens Catalogue of world’s best  
children’s books,  2002

In the Land of Punctuation — White Ravens Catalogue of 
world’s best children’s books, 2010; Certificate of Excellence, 

awards for books

International Society of Typographic Designers (ISTD), 2014; 
Design Observer Top 50 Book List, 2014

I Saw a Peacock with a Fiery Tail — USBBY Outstanding  
International Books honor list, 2013; 3rd Place, National  
Library Award, Graphic Design Category, Brazil, 2012;  
New York Times, Favorite Book Cover  

I See the Promised Land — White Ravens Catalogue of  
world’s best books for young people, Bologna International  
Children’s Book Fair, 2011;Top-10 YA Nonfiction 2010 picks, 
Pennsylvania School Librarians Association.

Knock! Knock! — Kirkus Reviews’ Best Books of 2016

Legend of the Fish, The — Honourable mention, Independent  
Publisher Book Awards (Best Book Arts Craftsmanship), 2006

London Jungle Book, The — Honourable mention, US  
Independent Publisher Awards (Multicultural Fiction), 2006;  
USBBY Outstanding International Books honor list, 2015

Mahabharatha, The — One of the Best Books Published in 2004, 
Spanish Ministry of Culture; Book of the Month Award, Society  
for Youth Literature and Media, Germany, 2000; The Elsa  
Morante Literary Award, Italy, 2004

Mangoes and Bananas — White Ravens Catalogue of world’s  
best children’s books, 2007; (Portuguese edition) highly  
recommended by FNILIJ, Brazilian arm of IBBY & selected 
as best translation for children, 2013

Mother Steals a Bicycle — Best of Indian Children’s Writing (BICW) – 
Contemporary Awards, 2019
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awards for books

Night Life of Trees, The — BolognaRagazzi Award,  
New Horizons, 2008

Oedipus the King — Golden Cube Award for Best 
Book Design, 2006; Winner, Association of American  
University Presses’ annual show competition, 2005; Winner, 
American Association of Museums’ Publications Design  
Competition, 2005; Gold Trophy in the University and College 
Designers Association’s Annual Design Competition, 2005

One, Two, Tree! — Picturebook of the Month (September)  
Academy for Children’s and Youth Literature, Germany, 2006;
White Ravens Catalogue of world’s best children’s books, 2005

Painting Everything in the World — Purple Island, NAMI Concours 
International Picture Book Illustration Award, 2019

Revolution — Winner of the Golden Apple, BIB, 2005

Sacred Banana Leaf, The — (Portuguese edition) highly  
recommended by FNILIJ, Brazilian arm of IBBY & selected  
as best translation for children, 2013; Selected for the 21st  
edition of the French Le Prix des Incorruptibles, 2009

Sita’s Ramayana — USBBY Outstanding International Books  
honor list, 2011; Notable Book, American Library Association  
(ALA), 2012; Honor Book, South Asia Book Award for  
Children’s and Young Adult Literature, 2012; New York  
Times Bestseller, Hardback Graphic Novels, 2011

Sun and Moon — Kirkus Reviews’ Best Picture Books of 2017 
 
That’s How I See Things — IBBY Honour List in the  
Illustrator category, 2010

awards for books

Tiger On A Tree — American Library Association (ALA) 
list of Notable Books, 2005; New York Book Show Award, 
Children’s Trade Fiction, 2005; Cooperative Children’s 
Book Center (CCBC), University of Wisconsin at Madison, 
Book of the Week, 2004; BIB Plaque, Biennale of Illustrations, 
Bratislava, 1999;Star from the French Union of Culture 
and Libraries for Excellence in the Genre, 1997; 
Andersen Award, Italy, 2004

To-Let House, The — Long-listed, Man Asian Literary Prize, 2008;
Shortlisted, The Hindu Best Fiction Award, 2010

Trash! — White Ravens Catalogue of world’s best children’s  
books and a star for promoting understanding between  
cultures, 2001

Tree Matters — Aesop Accolade, 2015

Very Hungry Lion, The — Alcuin Citation for Excellence in Book  
Design, Canada, First in the Children’s Book Category, 1996

Village is a Busy Place, A — White Ravens Catalogue of  
world’s best children’s books, 2017; Kirkus Reviews’ Best  
Picture Books of 2017

Waterlife — Design Observer Top 50 Book List, 2011;  
BolognaRagazzi Award, New Horizons, Bologna, 2012;  
(German edition) Special Award, Jury der Jungen Kritiker,  
Vienna, 2017
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agents

italian and french
Gaia Cangioli
Amaca Agency
cangioligaia@gmail.com
www.amacaagency.com

head office

tara books  
book building
Plot No. 9, cge Colony  
Off Kuppam Beach Road 
Thiruvanmiyur  
Chennai 600 041  
India

hello@tarabooks.com
+91 44 4260 1033

agents and sales representatives

sales representatives

spain
Jenny Padovani
jenny@padovanibooks.com
Tel: +34 93 2218561

italy
Penny Padovani
penny@padovanibooks.com
Tel: +39 0575 614338

distributors

distributors

uk 
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd.
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
bouncemarketing.co.uk
Tel: +44 20 7138 3650
Fax: +44 20 7138 3658

australia
Books at Manic!
manicex@manic.com.au
www.manic.com.au 
+61 3 9380 5337

india and  
rest of the world
Deepali Trehan
deepali@tarabooks.com
Tel: +91 44 4260 1033
+91 86103 17595
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For most publishers worldwide, the imperative seems  
to be the pursuit of profit rather than the pursuit of creativity. 

Books nowadays are generally of an above average, but 
homogenous standard. One exception: Tara Publishing  

from Chennai, India, who possess a treasurable catalogue  
that combines tradition and modernity with genius. 

il manifesto, italy

Simply Divine! 
the guardian

Tara is a publishing firm committed to the publication 
of innovative literature for children with an emphasis on 

quality. Each of their books is special — rooted in the child’s 
own context taking care to provide intelligent themes, age-

appropriate language and innovative illustrations.  
the book review

Celebrating 25 years 
tara in the press

Those entrusted with a child’s curious mind,  
pay homage to the trust reposed in them. Like this  
publishing house does, each time they bring out  

one of their unique titles. 
the indian express

If, like me, you occasionally want something  
altogether new for your eyes, exciting picture-book art  

quite unlike anything you’ll see here in the States,  
you’ll find Tara Books well worth following. 

kirkus reviews

Beautifully illustrated and tactile books that  
champion Indian art without falling into the trap  

of being stereotypically ethnic.
monocle magazine

If there ever was a project that reclaimed “authenticity”  
and “innovation” from their present status of fluff-lined  

buzzwords and into a genuine ethos, it would be South Indian 
independent publisher Tara Books … 

brain pickings

Tara are brilliant at bringing to the fore particular types  
of art and design from the sub-continent and they combine 
this with high production values making each of their books  

is both a joy to behold and a beautiful object.
the school librarian



i

A celebration of storytelling, drawing  
and the art of bookmaking. 

the los angeles weekly

Tara has taken children’s literature in India  
into a totally new realm. 

the hindu

Some books are like works of art. We think all  
of Tara books are works of art. If you don't know this  

Indian publisher, we warn you now: you might  
become seriously addicted to them.

anorak magazine

Here are books that tell you to colour outside  
the lines … books that free art from its institutionalised 

moorings, and let you negotiate your world.  
They reinstate folklore and tribal art.

the hindu metro plus



ii

www.tarabooks.com

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 
OF TARA BOOKS


