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When Louie joins his engineer father on a routine inspection of the pumping station in the Endlands, 

he's not expecting to be caught up in an earthquake. Nor is he prepared for the terrifying things 

uncovered in its wake.

The curiously unsettling ways of the silent and strange Endlanders raise ghosts for Louie, who is 

already grieving a family tragedy. Only by facing his darkest fears will he be able to offer help, not 

just to those he cares for most, but to the entire Endlands community.

A powerful and enduring novel about loss, love and the terrors that may lie beneath.

'a weird and wonderful triumph... a challenging, powerful book – this is Fine at her very best'

The Times, Children's Book of the Week

Age range: Young teen (10 - 14 yrs)

PB Publication: September 2022

288pp; hardback is jacketed

HB       9781910646779

PB       9781910646823  £7.99 The Raven's Song

Zana Fraillon and Bren MacDibble

The Raven's Song alternates between the stories of Phoenix, who lives in a near-future world impacted by 

climate change, and a devastating pandemic; and Shelby, one hundred years in the future in a post-pandemic, 

post-pollution, post-city world, where each community is exactly three hundred and fifty people sustainably 

subsisting on seven hundred hectares.

The story of a world that is beginning to fall apart, and a chance to see it all put back together, The Raven's 

Song is a vision of hope for the future, seen through the eyes of the children who will fight for it. Its powerful 

combination of mythology, science fiction and the truthful depiction of human emotion in the grip of high-

stakes adventure for which both authors are renowned serves up  an enthralling read.

Bren MacDibble is the author of the 

hugely successful trio of eco-fiction 

novels which began with How to Bee. 

She writes wild adventures for those 

curious about the future and hopes 

her stories give them courage, ideas 

and the language to talk about the 

future they'd like to see. 

Zana Fraillon's The Bone Sparrow was 

shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal 

and won the Amnesty CILIP Honour 

Award. Her passion for empowering 

young people to find their voice is a 

feature of both her books and her 

work with writers of all ages.

The Raven's Song was born out of a 

social media conversation between 

the two authors, who then found 

themselves writing about a future 

pandemic whilst living through one.

Age range: Young teen (10 - 14 yrs) 

Publication Date: 22nd October 2020

288pp; hardback with jacket

HB  9781910646816 £12.99 

ePub  9781910646854 £4.00

The Raven's Song is a story of finding hope and strength in an impossible situation and of seeing 

yourself existing in a deep time that extends beyond the life you live – Zana Fraillon

£11.99

NEW IN 2022 NEW IN 2022

Anne Fine has twice won the 

Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread 

Children's Book of the Year, twice 

been voted Children's Author of the 

Year, and was the second Children's 

Laureate. This is, however, the first 

time the author of over seventy 

books has tackled the very difficult 

subject of grief. In this gripping, 

ghostly adventure, Anne hopes that 

those of her readers who see echoes 

of their own experience will find a 

way forward.

Aftershocks was Children's Book of 

the Week in both The Times and The 

Sunday Times on its publication in 

hardback in February 2022. We are 

delighted that Anne has joined the 

Old Barn list and look forward to 

publishing the paperback in 

September – and to more Anne Fine 

titles in the future!

Aftershocks

Anne Fine

* Click on cover image to see 

Anne talking about the book Audio available from Bolinda

https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/aftershocks-by-anne-fine
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/the-ravens-song-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Aftershocks/dp/B097NB6RTH/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1655059277&sr=8-1


Age range: Young teen (10 - 14 yrs) 

HB  9781910646649          £7.99 

ePub  9781910646656  £4.00

Audio version available from Bolinda

Boy, Everywhere has sold over 25,000 copies in the U. K. since its publication in October 2020. 

Shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's Book Prize and the Diverse Book Awards, it won the Little 

Rebels Award and the Calderdale and York Book Awards and was longlisted for the Branford Boase 

Award and nominated for the Carnegie Medal, amongst many other nominations for local and 

national awards. 

The story of Sami and his family, forced to flee their home and everything they knew, has 

touched the hearts of many and was chosen as a Read for Empathy book by EmpathyLab and as a 

whole-city read by Read, Manchester in collaboration with Manchester Metropolitan University. 

Click on the cover image (left) to  access the resources they created, and more, on our website.

‘ONE TO WATCH: ‘poignant and powerful... An impressive, thoughtful debut...’
- Fiona Noble, The Bookseller

‘Casually smashing stereotypes and challenging thinking...’
Alexandra Strick, Consultant, BookTrust

Boy, Everywhere

A. M. Dassu

Sami is a typical 13 year-old: he loves his friends, football, 

PlayStation and iPad. But a bombing in a mall changes 

everything. Sami and his family flee their comfortable 

home in Damascus to make the perilous and painful 

journey towards a new life in the U.K. Leaving everything 

behind, Sami discovers a world he'd never encountered – 

harsh, dangerous, but also at times unexpectedly kind 

and hopeful.

A. M. Dassu's hugely successful debut 

novel was  born out of her realisation that 

the home lives of many of the refugees she 

was seeing on the TV news must have 

been very similar to her own, comfortable, 

life. She wanted to do something long-

lasting in raising awareness of their stories 

and has used her publishing advances to 

assist Syrian refugees in her city and set up 

a grant to support an unpublished refugee 

or immigrant writer.

She is a director at Inclusive Minds, an 

organisation for people passionate about 

inclusion, diversity, equality and 

accessibility in children's literature. 

Dassu writes books that challenge 

stereotypes, humanise the 'other' and are 

fully of empathy, hope and heart.

http://www.hive.co.uk
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/boy-everywhere


PICTURE BOOKs - fRIendshIp, lOyalTy, BuIldIng EmPathy

Free-range publishing: backlist highlights

PICTURE BOOKs - natuRe, CaRIng fOR thE ENVIROnmENt

novelty and gift books

Peapod Lullaby
Glenda Millard Stephen 
Michael King

HB 32pp
9781910646342 £10.99

A mother and baby adrift on 
the ocean; a polar bear joins 
them. Who will welcome them 
ashore? A heartfelt rhyme 
about caring for each other.

The Bear who went to War
Alan Pollock
Bryony Thomson

HB, PB 32pp
9781910646410 £11.99
9781910646526 £7.99

The true story of Wojtek, the 
‘soldier bear’, loyal to his Polish 
comrades in battle and later 
exiled with them to Scotland.

Bee and Me
Alison Jay

PB 32pp 

9781910646199 £7.99

A bee rescue leads to the 
reflowering of the city in this 
wordless gem. 
New video and resources in 

World Book Day's Share a 

Story Corner here

Hare
Zoe Greaves/ Leslie Sadleir

HB, PB 24pp
9781910646038 £9.99
9781910646113 £5.99

Follow the path of flighty 
Hare and discover 
fascinating facts and
hare-related legends.

Storm Whale
Sarah Brennan/Jane Tanner

HB, PB 32pp
9781910646250 £10.99
9781910646281 £7.99

A magical encounter with 
a stranded whale and the 
frantic fight to rescue it, 
stunningly illustrated and with 
a lyrical, read-aloud text.

Looking for Yesterday 

Alison Jay

HB, PB 32pp 

9781910646212 £10.99 

9781910646403 £7.99

Grandad teaches Boy to 
enjoy each passing day 
and its promise of a new 
adventure.

Madeleine Finn
and the Library Dog
Lisa Papp

HB, PB 32pp 

9781910646328 £12.99 

9781910646335 £7.99

Madeleine Finn doesn’t like 
to read - until she meets 
Bonnie, the library dog, who 
is always ready to listen.

Charlie Star
Terry Milne

HB, PB 32pp
9781910646380 £10.99
9781910646397 £7.99

Anxious dachshund Charlie 
learns that breaking his 
habits need not lead to 
dreadful consequences.

ABC POP-UP
Courtney Watson McCarthy

HB Pop-Up 32pp 

9781910646304 £19.99

From Apple to Zip in amazing 
intricate 3-D pop-ups.
A collector’s piece as well
as a perfect first alphabet.

Little Hazelnut
Ann-Florence Lemasson 

Dominique Ehrhard

HB Pop-up 18pp 

9781910646311 £12.99

Squirrel drops a hazelnut. Soon 
it’s buried beneath the winter 
snow, but  turning the pages 
brings springtime and new 
growth. A stunning pop-up.

Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland
Lewis Carroll/Alison Jay

216pp, BB 24pp
HB 9781910646106  £12.99 

PB 9781910646137    £8.99 

BB 9781910646069 £7.99

The unabridged classic text 
lavishly illustrated by Alison Jay. 
Also in a 15-word board book!

Untwisted:

The Stories of my Life

Paul Jennings

336pp, PB with gatefold flaps 

PB 9781910646748 £12.99 

eBook 9781910646

age range: 16+

The searingly honest, wryly 

humorous  autobiography of the 

creator of Round the Twist and 

author of our 'Different' novellas.

https://www.worldbookday.com/videos/bee-me/
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/madeline-finn-and-the-library-dog
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/charlie-star-1
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/pea-pod-lullaby
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/the-bear-who-went-to-war
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/bee-and-me
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/looking-for-yesterday
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/hare
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/storm-whale
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/abc-pop-up
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/little-hazelnut
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/alice-in-wonderland
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/untwisted-by-paul-jennings


OLDER TEEN fICTIOn #AUSSIEYA

ABOUT US

shORt fICTIOn 10-14
PAUL JENNINGS
One of Australia’s most celebrated 
children’s authors and known in the 
UK for series such as ‘Round the 
Twist’, Jennings draws on his own 
experience as a young migrant and 
his work with vulnerable children 
in this loosely-connected sequence 
of novellas. Perfect for reluctant 
readers in upper primary and lower 
secondary and beautifully illustrated 
throughout by Geoff Kelly.

A Different Boy
Paul Jennings/Geoff Kelly

112pp
PB 9781910646465        £6.99
ePub 9781910646717          £1.99

Anton escapes the orphanage and  
stows away on a boat headed for 
the land of ‘sunshine and steaks’. A 
tale of loss, guilt, mistaken identity, 
migration, resilience and courage.

A Different Dog
Paul Jennings/Geoff Kelly

96pp
PB 9781910646427             £6.99
ePub 9781910646700        £1.99

A boy who can’t speak, a dog, 
and a daring rescue. Beautifully 
crafted, this story will draw the most 
reluctant of readers towards the 
rewarding, quirky, twist of its ending.

A Different Land
Paul Jennings/Geoff Kelly

128pp
PB 9781910646496              £6.99
ePub 9781910646724         £1.99

Paul Jennings continues to explore 
themes of family, grief and 
displacement with empathy and 
humour, as Anton finds home in
the most unpromising place.

AWARD-WINNING fICTIOn FROM AUSTRALIA: 9-13
BREN MACDIBBLE
Bren grew up as the child of 
an itinerant tenant farmer in 
New Zealand and is particularly 
concerned with food security. Action-
packed, thoughtful and uplifting, 
this award-winning series of 
climate change-based Middle Grade 
adventures explores a potentially 
frightening situation with heartfelt 
hope for the future of humanity.

The Dog Runner
Bren MacDibble

256pp
PB 9781910646489              £6.99
ePub 9781910646472         £3.30

Trapped in a starving city, Ella and 
Emery harness up their dogsled 
and embark on a terrifying journey 
across the barren landscape. 

How to Bee
Bren MacDibble

224pp
PB 9781910646441            £6.99
ePub 9781910646632       £3.30

In a world without bees, 9 year-old 
Peony  needs all her strength, quick 
wits and resilience to defend the 
family and land she loves.

Across the Risen Sea
Bren MacDibble

288pp
PB 9781910646670               £7.99
ePub 9781910646687          £3.30

An adventure with sinkholes, 
crocodiles, sharks, pirates, floating 
cities, vertical farms and a mystery 
to solve, set in a watery world.

GLENDA MILLARD
Multi award-winning Australian 
author Glenda wrote her first novel 
in her forties and brings to her craft 
the empathy and wisdom of her 
experience.

LISA FULLER’s crreepy, enthralling 

debut YA novel draws on the culture, 

spiritual beliefs and close family ties 

of her First Nations community.

A Small Free Kiss in the Dark
Glenda Millard

£7.99
240pp
PB 9781910646076              
ePub 9781910646236         £3.99

Outsider Skip teams up with 
homeless veteran Billy. Then come 
the bombs and little Max and Tia. 
Can Skip’s fragile new family hold 
out as war grips the city?

The Stars at Oktober Bend
Glenda Millard

288pp
PB 9781910646151              £7.99
ePub 9781910646175         £3.99

A powerful and captivating story 
about Alice, striving to express 
herself through beautiful-broken 
words, and Manny, who runs to 
escape his past.

£7.99 

Ghost Bird 

Lisa Fuller

288pp
PB 9781910646809                       

 When Stacey's mirror twin  disappears, 

nightmares tell her Lacey's  in danger. 

But to save her Stacey must go where 

no-one from her community dares.

'a story which bites hard and refuses 

to let go' – Books for Keeps

Old Barn Books is an independent publisher of gift, picture books and fiction, mainly for children up to 14 
years of age. We find our inspiration in nature and from all over the globe and seek to publish great 
illustration and powerful writing on themes which will resonate with the reader long after they have closed 
the book, helping to encourage a lifelong love of reading. We are active members of our trade associations, 

the Independent Publisher's Guild and The Publishers' Association, where we are on the Sustainability 

Taskforce, seeking to promote awareness of climate change and decarbonise publishing, and founder 

signatory of the Publishing Declares sustainability charter. We also support World Book Day and 

EmpathyLab and have worked with the National Literacy Trust and Booktrust to get books into the 

hands of children who otherwise might not have the opportunity to read.

*All cover and logo images in this PDF catalogue are click-through to website resources.

www.oldbarnbooks.com
@oldbarnbooks @oldbarnbooks

sales: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

press: Liz@lizscottpr.co.uk

ANZ sales via Walker Books, Australia

Foreign rights: Helen@helenbinns.com

https://www.oldbarnbooks.com
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/how-to-bee
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/the-dog-runner
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/across-the-risen-sea
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/a-different-dog
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/a-different-boy
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/a-different-land
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/the-stars-at-oktober-bend
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/a-small-free-kiss-in-the-dark
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/products/ghost-bird
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-publishers-compact/
https://www.empathylab.uk/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com/
https://www.oldbarnbooks.com



