


OCTOBER 2022
£7.99 9780702317811

EXCITING TITLES COMING THIS CHRISTMAS 2022!

THE SMEDS AND THE SMOOS

OCTOBER 2022
£7.99 9780702322211

AUGUST 2022
£8.99 9780702317491 22211
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’Cause if you’re little, you can do a lot,
you mustn’t let a little thing like little stop you. 

If you sit around and let them get on top,

     you won’t change
a thing. 

Just because you find that life’s not fair,
it doesn’t mean that you just have to 

        grin and

bear it.





“Oh goodness me. . .  Look!

That boy was right!” they yelp,
And when they run away, I say,
“Will somebody please help?”

DINOSAURS!





TWENTY ELVES AT BEDTIME
INSIDE PAGES





I LOVE CHINESE NEW YEAR
INSIDE PAGES

















Publication Date 10th November 2022

THE SPELLBOUND TREE
Mikki Lish & Kelly Ngai
When their magician grandpa is imprisoned in a snow globe, 

Hedy and Spencer – with cousins Jelly and Max – go on a 

magical quest to free him, with the help and hindrance of ghosts 

and monsters.

• The series finale of screenwriter duo Mikki Lish and Kelly
Ngai’s acclaimed middle-grade trilogy.

• TV rights sold to WIIP in conjunction with Sam Raimi (The Evil
Dead; Spider-Man).

• Magical, gutsy, and spooky; a family mystery with a pair of
brave siblings at its heart.

PRAISE FOR THE HOUSE ON HOARDER HILL:
‘Unforgettable spooky characters, fantastically imaginative plot 
twists and turns, and a ghostly mystery that keeps you on the 
edge of your seat’ BOOKTRUST

Price: £7.99
Pub Date: 10th Nov 2022
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 198x129 mm
Word count: 60,000 (words approx.)

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-1-913322-57-1
eBook ISBN: 978-1-913696-79-5
Age: 9+
Illustrations: N/a
Export: Yes
Rights: World

CHICKEN HOUSE  01373 454488  www.chickenhousebooks.com



An extract from

THE SPELLBOUND 
TREE
Mikki Lish & Kelly Ngai
The Whisper took a seat on the edge of one 
of the planter boxes in the square, stroking 
his chin. ‘The sword belongs to one known as 
the King of Hearts. He is one of three stewards 
who pledged to protect the tree that is the 
fountainhead of magic. The Spellbound Tree.’

‘What does “fountainhead” mean?’ Max 
asked. As the Whisper had begun talking to 
them, Max must have grown more at ease for 
the sword had retracted out of sight.

‘Source. It’s the source of magic,’ he replied. 
‘One tree is the source of magic?’ 
‘In a sense. Just as a river can be traced back 

to a stream, and that stream can be traced 
back to a spring that starts its life as a trickle 
among some rocks. It is no ordinary tree, of 
course. In some ways it is only posing as a tree, 
so that our small minds may comprehend it. 
Perhaps its true form is actually something 
different. Well, in an earlier age, it was decided 
that the tree needed protecting. Magic was 
endangered, you see by a war between 
magicians and non-magicians.’ 

Hedy and the others nodded. They’d all 
learnt about this old conflict on their last 

adventure.
‘The fighting came to an end when, on the 

verge of annihilation, magicians promised to 
work in the shadows.’ 

‘The Pact,’ said Hedy. 
‘Indeed, when the Pact was agreed to, the 

three stewards were forced to give up their 
weapons to keep their power in check. In these 
times, you would think of it as a magician 
surrendering his or her wand. The King of 
Hearts gave up his sword. The Queen of 
Spades relinquished her sceptre. The Knight of 
Clubs, his arrow. Unarmed, they would care for 
the Spellbound Tree to keep it just as it was, 
but they could not nurture it to make it grow 
stronger. Something is different now, though. 
Something is wrong with the Spellbound Tree. 
For weeks, magicians the world over have 
been sharing stories of magic going wrong. 
Even my magic is imperfect – your friend was 
left behind on the other side of the wall. The 
tree must be cured.’

‘What happens if it isn’t cured?’ Max asked. 
‘Will I be stuck with this on my hand for ever, 
or will it finally come off?’ 

He bent low to bring his face level with 
Max’s. ‘Young man, a world without magic is 
what will happen. Is that what you want?’ 

‘Of course not,’ said Spencer. ‘None of us 
want that.’ 

A rogue thought strayed into Hedy’s mind: A 
world without magic would be a world without 
a whole heap of problems. 

DESCRIPTION
When their magician grandpa 
is imprisoned in a snow globe, Hedy and 
Spencer – with cousins Jelly and Max – 
go in search of a magical way to free 
him in the final instalment of the House 
on Hoarder Hill trilogy. The Spellbound 
Tree is the source of all magic, but to find 
it the talented children must fight their 
way through the catacombs of Paris, 
with the help and hindrance of ghosts 
and monsters.

CHICKEN HOUSE   2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS   Tel: 01373 454488   www.chickenhousebooks.com

MIKKI LISH & 
KELLY NGAI
Australian co-
authors Mikki Lish 
and Kelly Ngai 

create worlds together even though they 
don’t live on the same continent. Mikki 
has worked with many musicians and 
actors and now lives in America with her 
husband. Kelly lives in Australia with her 
two sons and loves waking up to the wild 
story ideas that Mikki has sent during the 
night. 



Publication Date 10th November 2022

THE GIRL OF INK & STARS
GIFT EDITION
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Worrying things are happening on Joya, Isabella’s once-beautiful 
island. When Isa’s best friend, Lupe, disappears, Isa is determined 
to help look for her. As the daughter of a map-maker, she has the 
knowledge needed to navigate the dark heart of the island.   

• A beautiful gift edition of Kiran Millwood Hargrave’s bestselling,
prize-winning and critically acclaimed children’s debut.

• Quarter bound and illustrated throughout in colour by talented
new artist, Olia Muza.

• Includes a stunning new 3,000-word end chapter.

• Over 250,000 copies sold in the UK of the original paperback.

• Winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and the
British Book Awards Children’s Book of the Year.

‘Beautifully written’ MALORIE BLACKMAN

‘Absolutely stunning’ CATHERINE DOYLE

Price: £25.00
Pub Date: 10th Nov 2022
CBMC code: D3N79
Dimensions: 230x170mm
Extent: 336pp
Binding: Hardback

ISBN: 978-1-913696-31-3
Illustrations: Olia Muza
Export: Yes
Rights: World

CHICKEN HOUSE  01373 454488  www.chickenhousebooks.com



An extract from

THE GIRL OF INK 
& STARS 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
When I reached our house, I could barely 
breathe. The door was wide open, and the 
flowerpot by the door was tipped over, 
spilling earth and daisies. That stopped me 
short. The panic that had driven me up the 
hill was now holding me back.

‘Da?’
Nothing.
I stepped forward.
‘Da!’
The sunlight sent patterns whirling 

across my eyes in the gloom. I blinked 
them to a stop.

Da was not in the main room. It was the 
same as when I had left, the bowl of burnt 
porridge uneaten on its bed of maps. The 
walls swayed lightly – because of the maps 
or my spinning head I did not know. Only 
the forest-green jug had been moved back 
on to its shelf.

A rustle came from Da’s study and relief 
filled me like air. That was typical of Da, too 
busy with work to hear me. He probably 
wouldn’t even know what was going on 
outside. I crossed to the thick curtain and 
pulled it aside.

‘Da—’
The shutters were open, letting through 

a breeze that lightly lifted the papers 
covering his desk. This must have been 
what I heard, because his stool was empty. 
Staining the parchment on the desk was 
something shiny.

Unable to stop myself, I reached out to 
touch it. It was wet. My fingers were red. 
I felt the room spooling away, my mind 
filling with dark.

Each of us carries the map of our lives on 
our skin . . .

Da’s voice. Why was he speaking like that 
– cold, slow?

See here, how my blood runs not blue at
my wrist, but black?

And why did I know exactly what he was 
going to say next?

Your mother always said it was ink. I am a 
cartographer through to my heart.

Da was ahead of me, walking through a 
dark channel of houses that swayed in the 
wind like trees. Now they were trees, and 
Da was stretching his hand towards me, 
redness flooding his palm. His chest was 
a bloody mess of skin and feathers, black 
feathers, like the ravens Pep caught.

My heart . . .
I was dreaming. Dream-Da was walking 

towards me, his face blank. I wrenched my 
chest from the hot ground, pulling myself 
backwards, away from him, along the 
stretching line of trees, out of the dream.

DESCRIPTION
Worrying things are happening on 
Joya, Isabella’s once-beautiful 
island. When Isa’s best friend, 
Lupe, disappears, Isa 
is determined to help look for her. 
As the daughter of a map-maker, 
she has the knowledge needed to 
navigate the dark heart of the 
island. But nothing can prepare 
her for the dangers ahead, the 
love that she will feel for her 
friend – or for the sacrifices that 
must be made. For beyond the 
forbidden territories, a fiery myth 
is stirring from its sleep ...

CHICKEN HOUSE   2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DS   Tel: 01373 454488   www.chickenhousebooks.com

KIRAN MILLWOOD 
HARGRAVE
Kiran is the award-winning 
author of several books for 

young people. She was born in London in 
1990 and studied at both Cambridge and 
Oxford University. She is an award-
winning poet, with three 
collections published.
She lives in Oxford. 

@kiran_mh 



Scholastic FictionYoung Adult

Key Selling Points

SIXTEEN SOULS
By ROSIE TALBOT

• Rosie is a dedicated BookTok content creator with 109k followers
(@merrowchild) and 2.9M views. #SixteenSouls boasts over 260k+
views ahead of publication

• Perfect for fans of Cemetery Boys, Becky Albertalli and V E Schwab,
this is the perfect romantasy read for BookTok

• Multi-influencer cover reveal online, bound proof campaign plus
multiple author blurbs and a dedicated and engaged following
Sixteen Souls has built-in TikTok Made Me Buy It! appeal and over a
thousand committed readers on the GoodReads Community
ahead of publication

• Rosie also currently works as a bookseller

Rosie (she/her) belongs to the leafy wilds of Sussex England, where she works as a bookseller. A lover of 
the spooky and macabre, Rosie writes stories that are like her hair: dark, twisted, and certainly not 
straight. When not writing, she can be found obsessing about books on BookTok, or curled up with tea 
and cats reading through her endless TBR. Sixteen Souls is her first novel. You can connect with Rosie at 
@merrowchild via Tiktok, Instagram and twitter, or on her website www.rosietalbot.co.uk where you can 
sign up to her scintillating newsletter and gain access to free stories and artwork.

RRP: £8.99

Pub Date: 13th

October 2022

ISBN: 9780702325328

Age: 13+

Binding: PB

The spooky, swoony YA debut from BookTok star @Merrowchild

Someone is stripping Europe's most haunted city of its spirits. 

When self-destructive, 16-year-old seer, Charlie Frith realises that 
one of his own ghostly friends has gone missing, he must put 
aside his own safety - and reclusive existence - if he is to find 
them. 

Charlie reluctantly teams up with Sam Harrow - the new seer in 
town - and a rag-tag group of ghosts in order to save their 
friends from a fate literally worse than death. 

But there is a dark purpose behind these disappearances - more 
sinister than Charlie could ever have imagined. And, as he 
slowly comes to terms with his romantic feelings for Sam, the 
stakes become even higher as time quickly runs out!





NON FICTION

I AM RUBY BRIDGES RUBY BRIDGES
Illustrated by NIKKOLAS SMITH

Price: £14.99
Pub Date: 10th November 2022
ISBN: 9781338753882
CBMC code: B5M79
TPS: 279mm x 216mm
Extent: 48pp
Binding: Non Standard - hardback
Age: 04-08
Illustrations:
Rights: UK & Eire Rights Only

For more information contact SCB on 020 7756 7756 or email sales@scholastic.co.uk

Description

In a beautiful and poetic reflection, Ruby Bridges tells her story 
as never before and shares the events of the momentous day 
in 1960 when Ruby became the first child to integrate the 
school system as a six year old little girl -- a personal and 
intimate look through a child's lens at a landmark moment in 
our Civil Rights history.

Key Selling Points

- In a beautiful and poetic reflection, Ruby Bridges tells her 
story as never before and shares the events of the 
momentous day in 1960 when Ruby became the first child 
to integrate the school system as a six year old little girl

- A personal and intimate look through a child's lens at a 
landmark moment in our Civil Rights history.

- This story of innocence and courage is brought to life by 
NAACP-nominated artist, Nikkolas Smith through stunning 
and beautiful illustrations.

- Embracing the meaning of her name, Bridges reflects with 
poignancy and heart on the way one brave little girl stood 
proud and tall to help build a bridge between all people 
and pave the path for future generations.

About the author: When Ruby 
Bridges was aged just six, she 
became the first African American 
student to integrate an elementary 
school in the South. Based on the 
pivotal events of 1960 and told from 
her own point of view for the first 
time, this is a poetic reflection on 
her experience that changed the 
face of history and the trajectory of 
the Civil Rights movement.
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