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YA FictionChapter Fiction

Picture BooksBoard Books

Our Top Picks for January
A monthly selection of titles perfect for independent bookshops!

You’re My Little 
Cuddle Bug 

9781838916374
CLOTH £10.99 Little Tiger

The Corner Shop on Apocalypse Street
9781917171427 PB £8.99 Chicken  House

Tylor Whitlock  Just Won’t Die
9780702351082 PB £9.99 Scholastic

Monsters
9781782696483  
PB £8.99 Pushkin

Spider Man: 
Shadow Warrior #2

9798225072100 
PB £9.99 Scholastic

No Bunny but You
9781801049955

BB £8.99 Little Tiger

From the official 
illustrator of 

Bookshop Day 2026 
and Sunday Times 
Bestselling author,
Murphy’s Sketches!

Winnie the Pooh
9781782696131

PB £9.99 Pushkin

Purrfect Magic
9781788957496

PB £7.99 Little Tiger

Fall in Love with Murphy’s Sketches

Love Is . . .
9781917894388

PB £7.99 Fox & Ink

Together
9781917894357

HB £14.99 Fox & Ink

Yum Yum Dim Sum
9781801049238

PB £8.99 Little Tiger

Our Dreams
9781836270270

PB £7.99 Post Wave

Non-fiction

Genius Inventions
from Ancient China

9781804662106
HB £20 What on Earth!

Dinosaurs! Dinosaurs!
Dinosaurs!

9781918412123
PB £8.99 B small

POS Packs

Available!

BUNTING, T-SHIRTS
A4 STANDEE, WINDOW 

CLING, BOOKMARKS

Posters

Poster  & 

Bookmarks

9+ Fiction & Graphic Novels

Standees

& Stickers



Macmillan Distribution Ltd:  orders@macmillan.co.uk
HarperCollins Distribution: uk.orders@harpercollins.co.uk

Central Books Distribution: orders@centralbooks.com

Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd. 
EMAIL: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk / www.bouncemarketing.co.uk

Contact your local Bounce rep for more 
information or to place an order.

Representing over 40 different children’s publishers

New Year New You

Extra Discount

Available!

Ask your rep for

more details

You’re Fabulous As You Are
9781838916114

BB £6.99 
Little Tiger

The Best You
9781838916992

PB £7.99 
Little Tiger

You Can!
9781915659286

PB £8.99 
Otter-Barry

Love Being You
9781912909940

PB £7.99 
B small

Stretch Your 
Confidence

9781911509967
PB £7.99 B small

Mighty Mindsets
9781912417865

PB £9.99 
Little Island

This is Me!
9780702319143

PB £7.99 
Scholastic

The Extraordinary Book 
that Makes You Feel Happy

9781915588005
PB £10.99 Weldon Owen

Start 2027 with a 
fabulous display 

of titles on
mindfulness &

self-confidence!

Fill the New Year with Positivity and Kindness

Creative Writing
9781913918453

PB £7.99 
b small

Let’s Draw Flowers
9781915995636

PB £7.99 
Iseek

Starts with 
a Teapot

9798765670491
HB £14.99 

Gecko Press

Press Out And 
Make Animals

9781915458759
PB £9.99 

Iseek

Seasonal Crafts
9781914087660

PB £9.99 
Hungry Tomato

Shoot for the Stars
9781838916657

PB £12.99 
Little Tiger
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In the Garden: We  
Found a Seed

9781912650354
PB £7.99

Scallywag Press

Our Wild Garden
9781782694502 

HB £12.99
Pushkin

Ready Steady French
9781913918811

PB £7.99 
b small

Ready Steady Spanish
9781913918927

Word of the Day
9781913750350

HB £12.99 
What on Earth!

...and Learn 
Something New!
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Start a New Hobby



MACMILLAN DISTRIBUTION (MDL) LTD +44 (0)1256 302 692• mdl@macmillan.co.uk • https://www.macmillandistribution.co.uk

SALES & MARKETING Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd. Contact your Bounce rep for details • T: 020 7138 3650

THE PUBLISHER b small publishing ltd. • T: 07957 577 468 • E: sh@bsmall.co.uk

b small publishing:  

We believe that children are natural learners. 

That’s why, for over 30 years, we’ve been 

making books that celebrate their enthusiasm 

for discovering new things. From science to 

foreign languages, our award-winning non-

fiction and activity books help all children 

discover the joy of learning.

Discover the joy of learning

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Author: Susan Martineau is an award-

winning author, editor and first-class fact finder 

who writes creative and educational books 

for children. Fascinated by strange and weird 

information, Susan’s books always shine a 

light into the most unusual corners of the world 

around us. Susan lives in Berkshire. 

Illustrator: Vicky Barker is b small 

publishing’s art director and a Blue Peter 

Book Award winning illustrator. Vicky Barker 

graduated from Liverpool John Moores 

University and has designed and illustrated 

for publishers such as Usborne, Egmont and 

Catnip. Vicky lives in West Sussex.

Dinosaurs! Dinosaurs! Dinosaurs!
written by Susan Martineau, illustrated by Vicky Barker

Publisher

ISBN

Format	

Price

Age

Extent

Binding

Illustrations

Author	

Illustrator

Market	

THEMA

b small publishing ltd.

978-1-918412-12-3

270x230mm	

£8.99 (no VAT)

5 years and up

40 pages

07 JANUARY 2027

Paperback

Full colour

Susan Martineau

Vicky Barker

Worldwide

YNNA

KEY SELLING POINTS:
• Goes beyond the stats to uncover more about dinosaur life

• Perfectly pitched for young readers by award-winning creators

• Titles from series selected by National Literacy Trust and BookTrust for schemes

PAPERBACK EDITION: ‘This is a perfect Dinosaur fact filled non fiction 
title, designed to be read over and over again!’- Askews

From award-winning non-fiction duo, Susan Martineau and Vicky Barker, this 

is an expertly pitched book all about dinosaurs and how they lived. Here are 

herbivorous sauropods, carnivorous theropods, ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs and 

pterosaurs. You’ll find out what really did happen to the dinosaurs and even meet 

the latest addition to the dinosaur family - Patagotitan. The perfect book to surprise 

dino-loving super fans and delight nature investigators everywhere.

ADVANCE INFORMATION NON-FICTION

Now in paperback
9781918412116 

Now in paperback
9781918412123

Hardback
9781916851252

Hardback
9781916851719



Welcome to dinosaur world 

The dinosaurs lived MILLIONS and MILLIONS of years ago. It was long 

before any humans were alive and our world looked very different then. 

At first the world was 

very hot and dry. 

Then ... after many 

millions of years .. 

there was more and more rain. 

Tall trees and plants grew. 

egosaurus 

ftf f ft t 

The word 'dinosaur' 

means 'terrible 

lizard' 

Dinosaurs were 

amazing reptiles 

that lived on land. 

Dinosaurs had 

claws on their 

hands and feet. 



MACMILLAN DISTRIBUTION (MDL) LTD +44 (0)1256 302 692• mdl@macmillan.co.uk • https://www.macmillandistribution.co.uk

SALES & MARKETING Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd. Contact your Bounce rep for details • T: 020 7138 3650

THE PUBLISHER b small publishing ltd. • T: 07957 577 468 • E: sh@bsmall.co.uk

b small publishing:  

We believe that children are natural learners. 

That’s why, for over 30 years, we’ve been 

making books that celebrate their enthusiasm 

for discovering new things. From science to 

foreign languages, our award-winning non-

fiction and activity books help all children 

discover the joy of learning.

Discover the joy of learning

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Author: Susan Martineau is an award-

winning author, editor and first-class fact finder 

who writes creative and educational books 

for children. Fascinated by strange and weird 

information, Susan’s books always shine a 

light into the most unusual corners of the world 

around us. Susan lives in Berkshire.

Illustrator: Vicky Barker is b small 

publishing’s art director and a Blue Peter 

Book Award winning illustrator. Vicky Barker 

graduated from Liverpool John Moores 

University and has designed and illustrated 

for publishers such as Usborne, Egmont and 

Catnip. Vicky lives in West Sussex.

Sharks! Sharks! Sharks!
written by Susan Martineau, illustrated by Vicky Barker

Publisher

ISBN

Format	

Price

Age

Extent

Binding

Illustrations

Author	

Illustrator

Market	

THEMA

b small publishing ltd.

978-1-918412-11-6

270x230mm	

£8.99 (no VAT)

5 years and up

40 pages

07 JANUARY 2027

Paperback

Full colour

Susan Martineau

Vicky Barker

Worldwide

YNNS

KEY SELLING POINTS:
• Goes beyond the stats into how sharks actually behave

• Perfectly pitched for young readers by award-winning creators

• Titles from series selected by National Literacy Trust and BookTrust for schemes

PAPERBACK EDITION: ‘Perfect for children who are starting 
to read non fiction to themselves’ - Educ8 Wirral

From award-winning non-fiction duo, Susan Martineau and Vicky Barker, this is 

an expertly pitched book all about sharks and how they behave. There are coral 

reef sharks, glow-in-the-dark sharks, baby sharks and even mystery sharks. Young 

readers will find out whether sharks want to eat us, do they have friends and how 

do they look after their babies. This is the perfect book to surprise shark-loving 

super fans with new information and to delight enthusiastic amateurs.

ADVANCE INFORMATION NON-FICTION

Now in paperback
9781918412116 

Now in paperback
9781918412123

Hardback
9781916851252

Hardback
9781916851719





Tapper Watson and the River of Fire

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Claire Fayers
Growing up in South-East Wales, Claire developed a lifelong 
obsession with myth and magic. Her books include Tapper 
Watson and the Quest for the Nemo Machine (Firefly 
2023) The Accidental Pirates (Waterstones Book of the Month, 
shortlisted for the Childrenʼs Book Award), and Storm Hound 
(winner of the Tir na nOg award 2020).

Location: Abergavenny

By Claire Fayers
New cover by Hugo Cueller

Pub Date: 07/01/27
RRP: £8.99
Format: PB
ISBN: 9781917718301
Extent: 272
Dimensions: 129 x 198
Interest Age: 9-12
Thema: YFC, YFN, YFH, 
YFG
Series: Tapper Watson
Themes: space, Greek 
myth, adventure,

Keynote: Thrilling and funny interplanetary adventure packed with friendship, 
family feuds and fearsome new worlds...

Main Description
Tapper and Fern are supposed to be living their best lives as interworld explorers on 
Colchis, but family stuff keeps getting in the way, and friendships are getting frayed. Then 
Tapper discovers an unimaginable new dimension - the River of Fire. But when their space 
sub, The Boldly Goes, braves the fiery new rivergate they find themselves somewhere 
strangely like the home they have all been missing. But nothing is quite as it seems. Can 
they get safely back again without being burnt to a crisp? Of course they can. Probably.

Key Selling Points
• Doctor Who meets Guardians of the Galaxy for readers aged 9+
• A joyous, wildly imaginative mash-up of Greek myth and science fiction, full of
extraordinary worlds and characters.

UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

INSERT 
COVER 
IMAGE 
HERE

9781915444158
PB £7.99

mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk
mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk


UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

New cover artwork

Tapper Watson and the River of Fire
By Claire Fayers
New cover by Hugo Cueller

Marketing and PR plans

• Strong digital asset pack featuring illustrations from the
book: book trailer, review graphics

• Wales bookshop tour –Claire available for events in and
around south-Wales

• Big social media campaign promoting new covers

• New bookmarks available to bookshops/libraries

• Cover in Booktime and Bookseller Buyers Guide

• LR4K feature

mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk
mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk


EARLY YEARS

Facebook: @foxandinkbooks X: 
@foxandinkbooks Instagram: 
@foxandinkbooks 
www.foxandinkbooks.com

PUBLISHER
Fox & Ink Books

SALES
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd

ORDERS
Macmillan Distribution Ltd

T: 01772 895041
E: foxandink@lancashire.ac.uk

T: 0207138 3650
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

T: 01256302692
E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

Pub Date: 21st January 2027 
Price: £7.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781917894388
Age Range: 5 - 8
Subject: YBCS (Picture storybooks) 
CBMC Code: B3M79
Extent: 28 pp
Dimensions: 240 mm x 240 mm

LOVE IS
MURPHY’S SKETCHES

From the Sunday Times Bestselling author, 
Murphy’s Sketches, comes a tender picture book 
that captures the quiet, profound moments of 
unconditional love.

Love isn't just found in grand gestures. It is woven into 
the very fabric of our daily routines. It lives in the early 
mornings, the sleepless nights, and the extra bedtime 
stories read when you are completely shattered. It is 
found in slowing down to live at a child’s pace, stopping 
to feed the ducks, listen to the birds, and smell the 
flowers.

Featuring gentle text and evocative illustrations, Love 
Is reminds us that the smallest acts of patience and 
care are often the biggest expressions of the heart. 
From cutting off sandwich crusts and wiping away 
tears to holding hands and never being the first to let 
go, this book is a love letter to the beautiful, 
exhausting, and rewarding journey of growing up 
together.

KEY SALES POINTS

• Built-in Audience: Capitalises on the existing fan
base. 825k followers on insta.

• Premium Gift Market Fit: Structured as the
quintessential gift book for major retail milestones,
including baby showers, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
and new parents.

• Cross Sell-in Value: Companion gift book,
Together. Perfect for ‘a book for me, and a book for
you’.

THE AUTHOR 

Kerri Cunningham , also known as Murphy’s Sketches, is 
a Sunday Times bestselling author and artist from Preston, 
Lancashire. A lifelong lover of drawing and storytelling, 
Kerri studied Fine Art at the University of Lancashire 
before turning her creativity into a career. She is also the 
host of the podcast A Moment with Murphy, where she 
reflects on motherhood and everyday life with honesty 
and humour. Kerri now works full-time as an artist and 
writer, creating and selling her popular cards and prints.

http://www.foxandinkbooks.com/
mailto:foxandink@lancashire.ac.uk
mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk




9781916747715 | PB | RRP: £7.99 | Picture Book | Age: 5+

This heartwarming story champions slowing 
the pace of life and noticing all of the 
wonderful things around us.
Baxter and Rory see the world differently. Rory often 
wants to race ahead, while Baxter likes to stop and 
experience the world around him. Join Baxter and Rory 
as they journey to the playground with Mum, and Rory 
learns to see things from Baxter’s view.

Longlisted for the Klaus Flugge Prize 2026 
Shortlisted for The Week Junior Awards 2026

9781916747104 | HB | RRP: £9.99
Poetry | Age: 5+

Perfect for teaching children about the seasons and the 
joy to be found in nature, whatever the season!

Kerri’s debut collection of poems for children guides them 
through each season of the year. From April showers in spring, to 
the frosty mornings of winter, and everything wonderful in 
between.

Celebrating all that nature has to show us and the little things 
that we can enjoy together throughout the year, it encourages 
us to get outside, and look for and talk about the signs of spring, 
summer, autumn and winter.

Shortlisted for The Week Junior Awards 2025



Facebook: @foxandinkbooks
X: @foxandinkbooks
Instagram: @foxandinkbooks
www.foxandinkbooks.com

PUBLISHER
Fox & Ink Books
T: 01772 895041
E: foxandink@lancashire.ac.uk

SALES 
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd 
T: 0207138 3650
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

ORDERS 
Macmillan Distribution Ltd
T: 01256302692
E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

TOGETHER
MURPHY’S SKETCHES

Pub Date: 21  January 2027st

Price: £14.99
Format: Hardback
ISBN:  9781917894357
Subject: DCC - Modern and
contemporary poetry / poems
Extent: 130
Dimensions: 185 x 148 mm

THE BOOK

THE  AUTHOR
Kerri Cunningham, also known as Murphy’s Sketches, is a
Sunday Times bestselling author and artist from Preston,
Lancashire. She lives in a small village with her husband and
three children.

A lifelong lover of drawing and storytelling, Kerri studied Fine
Art at the University of Lancashire before turning her creativity
into a career. Through her much-loved platform, Murphy’s
Sketches, she shares heartfelt illustrations and writing that
bring moments of warmth and joy to thousands each day.

She is also the host of the podcast A Moment with Murphy,
where she reflects on motherhood and everyday life with
honesty and humour. Kerri now works full-time as an artist and
writer, creating and selling her popular cards and prints. She is
the official illustrator of Book Shop Day 2026

A beautiful celebration of the invisible threads that connect
us all. 

From the creator of All of My Days comes a tender new collection
of poetry and illustrations dedicated to the bonds that shape our
lives. While our individual journeys are unique, we are never truly
walking alone.

Together explores the full spectrum of human connection through
heartwarming sketches and evocative verse. This collection
honours the quiet comfort of lifelong friendships, the grounding
strength of community, the unconditional warmth of family, and
the transformative power of love. 

Whether you are celebrating a lifelong partner, finding solace in
community, or reflecting on the people who make the world feel a
little safer, this book is a gentle reminder of the magic found in
shared moments. 

Perfect for gifting to a loved one or keeping close to your own
heart, Together is a sanctuary of warmth, belonging, and love in
all its beautiful forms.

High Giftability: Drives seasonal and impulse sales
for Valentine’s Day, anniversaries, and birthdays.

Built-in Audience: Capitalises on the existing fan
base. 827k followers on insta.

Visual Counter Appeal: Eyecatching sketches make it
perfect for prominent front-of-store displays.
Broad Demographic: Appeals to poetry lovers, art
fans, and general gift buyers.

Cross Sell-in Value: Companion picture book, Love
Is. Perfect for ‘a book for me, and a book for you’.

KEY SALES POINTS:



Good friends are like the stars; 

You don't always see them 

But you know they're always there. 

And when you do see them, 

Everything shines 

Just a little bit brighter. 

35 



9781917894012 | HB | RRP: £14.99 | Adult Non-Fiction Gift Book

Kerri’s poems have been shared far and wide across the globe as thousands of mothers find 
comfort and joy in her words. Now those poems and more are together in her debut poetry 
collection for adults.

Whether you’re a new mum or your children are growing up fast, these poems will take you 
from those early days, to preparing for school and beyond.
Celebrating the magic in the everyday moments, both the good and the bad days, they seek 
to bring mums together and unite them in the beautiful experience that is being a mother.

Sitting alongside beautiful full-colour illustrations by Kerri, the poems in All of My Days will make 
you smile and cry all on one page. You’ll want to share it with every mum you know.



PR & Marketing Plans
• Window illustrations across the Northwest to build profile

• Bespoke windows for Valentine’s Day (nationwide) 

• POS packs for instore displays and Valentine’s Day

• Influencer mailing campaign

• Indie preorder campaign

• Meta ads

• Interactive Print Stations – attendees can pick a sketch template 
and add custom text or names on-site

• Sketch & Sign Launch Events – combining a poetry reading, 
Q&A session and interactive sketching workshop

• Valentine’s Day Workshop 

• Instore signings



Forced to live a lie. Fighting for her truth.

In the seaside town of Zamory, vengeful drowned spirits lure fish 
to shore with their haunting songs…but they also lure men to their 
deaths.

Emrik has spent her life hiding. Raised as a boy to inherit a 
lighthouse, she dreams of a world bigger than her home. So 
when she meets a sea guardian who promises to help her find 
freedom, she doesn’t hesitate to follow him.

But in Zamory, magic and the sea are not for girls. Emrik’s 
defiance could cost her everything. When the truth comes to 
light, will the monsters stay beneath the surface?

Sales Points:

• High-Stakes Slavic Folklore: Features the Vodyanoi,
terrifying drowned spirits from Slavic mythology with
atmospheric coastal setting.

• Compelling Identity & Gender Tropes: A girl raised as a
boy to inherit a lighthouse must flee a forced marriage when
her identity is exposed.

• Fast-Paced Survival Narrative: Emrik must defy fate and
break family ties in a high-adrenaline escape.

Facebook: @foxandinkbooks 
X: @foxandinkbooks 
Instagram: @foxandinkbooks 
www.foxandinkbooks.com

PUBLISHER
Fox & Ink Books 
T: 01772 895041
E: foxandink@lancashire.ac.uk

SALES
Bounce Sales & Marketing Ltd 
T: 0207138 3650
E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

ORDERS
Macmillan Distribution Ltd 
T:01256302692
E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

THE SEA GUARDIANS
GABRIELA HOUSTON

Pub Date: 14th January 2026 
Price: £8.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781917894340
Age Range: 14+
Subject: YFHG ( Children’s / Teenage 
fiction: Mythic fantasy / Myths and 
Legends)
CBMC Code: E5N79
Extent: 320 pp
Dimensions: 129 x 198 mm

YOUNG ADULT

The Author
Gabriela Houston is a Polish artist and Writer. She 
came to the UK at 19 to follow her passion for 
literature and she completed her undergraduate and 
Masters degrees at Royal Holloway, University of 
London.

After her studies she worked in publishing for a few 
years. She now lives with her family in Harrow, where 
she pursues her life-long passion for making stuff up. 
She is the author of two Slavic-folklore-inspired novels 
for adults The Second Bell and The Bone Roots and 
of a Slavic-Inspired upper MG duology (ages 9+),The 
Wind Child and The Storm Child (Fox & Ink Books). 

Also available:

9781915235534
PB £7.99

http://www.foxandinkbooks.com/
mailto:foxandink@lancashire.ac.uk
mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Second-Bell-by-Gabriela-Houston/9780857668905


UNITED STATES 

Sales & Marketing custserve@lernerbooks.com 

Sales & Marketing 800-328-4929   

Publicity ellen@publisherspotlight.com

AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND 

Sales & Marketing Australia: Walker Books / New Zealand: Arotahi Agency 

Distribution orders@harpercollins.com.au 

Publicity publicitywba@walkerbooks.com.au / publicity@harpercollins.co.nz

UNITED KINGDOM 

Sales & Marketing sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk   

Distribution orders@macmillan.co.uk  

Publicity nicky@nickypotter.net

WHY I CHOSE THIS BOOK

“This laugh out loud argument about
what game to play and who’s in
charge resonates with every child.” 

Rachel Lawson, Publisher

Tomorrow, I’m in Charge!
Author and Illustrator Jörg Mühle

A comical picture book in which three forest friends debate vital childhood 
questions: who’s allowed to play, what game, and who decides

ABOUT THE BOOK

When Weasel comes home, he can hardly believe his eyes: Bear and Badger are playing. 
But Badger is Weasel’s friend! Badger suggests the three friends play together. But 
Bear and Weasel can’t agree on anything: not football, not memory, not hide and seek. 
Weasel never follows the rules. Bear always wants to be in charge. Set in a charming 
outdoor forest house, this picture book is a brilliant battle of wills between friends. 
Readers will enjoy every twist and turn of this very funny argument about a very 
familiar problem.

SALES POINTS

• A funny book about negotiating friendships and play

• Appealing indoor/outdoor forest house with illustrated detail

• Revisits characters in Two for Me, One for You

ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR 

Jörg Mühle studied illustration in Offenbach and Paris. He has written and illustrated 
many best-selling children’s books for all ages, including picture books, junior fiction 
and board books. He lives in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

NEW IN PAPERBACK 

TITLE INFORMATION 
Release 05 January 2027 

Ages 4–7

Format paperback

Size 195 x 266 mm portrait

Pages 32 pp 

Illustrations colour

ISBN 9798348043827

UK 8.99

Translator Melody Shaw

Original Language German

This book in 3 ideas choosing games, 
friendship, negotiation

ALSO AVAILABLE

9781776572403
£7.99 | PB 

CLICK THROUGH TO SEE MORE

author info 
sheet

author sell 
sheet

look 
inside 
video

author 
read-aloud

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Jorg-Muhle-About-the-Author.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://geckopress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Jorg-Muhle-Sell-Sheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o_zdE_uyjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWJJxf7lB88


GECKO PRESS 

Val Vacchelli
Rectangle



Amelia Cheeseheart Investigates: Roman Riddle
Cat Weldon and Nene Lonergan

The fourth book in the comic-form mystery series for emerging readers starring sparky mouse 
aviator, Amelia Cheeseheart, and her best friend Webster, a banana-loving spider.

There’s chaos in the usually calm and orderly Roman Room! Googly eyes and silly moustaches have 
appeared on all the statues of the emperor and he is NOT happy. It’s time for Amelia Cheeseheart to 
investigate…

Sales Points:
• Perfect for young readers, with bright, full-colour illustrations, accessible text and short chapters.
• Fast-paced with plenty of humour, mischief and mystery!
• Incorporates core KS1 history curriculum.

Marketing and Publicity:
• Joint school events and solo events around World Book Day with Nene and Cat
• Pitch for all literary and school festivals where relevant
• Schools focus for unauthored and authored activity
• Target Irish media and gatekeepers for Nene
• Showcase series at all key conferences

Cat Weldon is a children's author who writes funny stories and has a particular interest in history and 
world mythology. Her debut Viking trilogy, How to be a Hero, was published by Macmillan Children's 
Books. 

Nene Lonergan is a Thai/Chinese artist based in Ireland. Her comic works have been published in the 
OPArts Anthology, the HOME Anthology and Inis Magazine, for which she has been nominated for 
the Eco de Literatura prize (2021), the Ignatz awards (2022) and the Le Blanc Literature prize (2022). 

Publishing: 07th January 2027 
5+ | 9781916558649 
£7.99 | Paperback
180 x 128 mm | 104pp 
Author Location: East Anglia 
Illustrator Location: Ireland 





Join Amelia Cheeseheart as she and best pal 
Webster investigate the strange goings-on in a 
museum. Comic-style books which incorporate 

core KS1 curriculum history topics from the 
Romans to the Aztecs, with fun facts at the end of 

each story.

9781916558649 | PB | £7.999781916558625 | PB | £7.99

9781916558564 | PB | £7.999781916558359 | PB | £7.99

Bananas!



What Rhymes with Axolotl?
James Carter and Neal Layton

07 January 2027
9781917865050

£8.99
Paperback

198 x 129 mm, 96 pages
Black and white illustrations throughout

BICs: YDP
RIGHTS: WORLD

Sales & Marketing: Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd 
Tel.: 020 7138 3650 E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

Orders: Macmillan Distribution (MDL)
Tel.: 01256 302692 E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

Otter-Barry Books
Tel.: 07976 047767 E: sales@otterbarrybooks.com

From the top-selling combination of James Carter and Neal Layton – an irresistible new collection full of zest, 
humour, and surprises.

There are creatures aplenty, from axolotls to hairy frogfishes, but the range is much wider. Poems here also deal with 
lost socks, teachers, school visits, special moments, trees, rivers and much else. Many are visual, like 'How to Talk 
Exactly Like a GROWN UP'; some turn things inside-out: "Bananas are tasty, though only the skin". There are cinquains, 
tankas and haikus, even a poem entirely in code: 'WH1T 3F...' 

Every page offers something different, opening doors for young minds into new zones of imagination.

Sales points:

• James Carter has a huge following of child and adult fans.

• Neal Layton's illustrations bring the poems to life.

• A welcome addition to the UK's leading children's poetry list.

• A master-showpiece of the verbal and visual variety of children's poetry.

James Carter is a prize-winning poet, a non-fiction writer and a musician. He travels all over the UK and abroad, and
also goes online to give lively and inspiring poetry/music performances and workshops. James has visited over 1500
primary schools in the past two decades, and has performed at many festivals, including Hay and Edinburgh. He is a
former lecturer in Creative Writing/Children's Books at Reading University, and is a keen patron of of the ARCh reading
charity in Oxfordshire, where he lives.

Neal Layton is an internationally acclaimed illustrator sand author, whose images are prized for their spontaneity and
inventiveness. He has illustrated several of James Carter's poetry books. Born in Sussex, he graduated in Graphic
Design at Newcastle and Illustration at Central St Martin's, London. He lives with his family on the Isle of Wight.

mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk
mailto:sales@otterbarrybooks.com




Also from James Carter and Neal Layton…

9781915659521 | PB | £8.99 9781913074739 | PB | £8.99 9781917865142 | PB | £9.99



Maria’s War
Helen Bate

07 January 2027
9781917865067

£14.99
Hardback

250 x 180 mm, 48 pages
Colour illustrations throughout 

Interest age: From 9 years 
BICs: YNH RIGHTS: WORLD

Sales & Marketing: Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd 
Tel.: 020 7138 3650 E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

Orders: Macmillan Distribution (MDL)
Tel.: 01256 302692 E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

Otter-Barry Books
Tel.: 07976 047767 E: sales@otterbarrybooks.com

An inspirational graphic novel based on a true story from World War Two.

Maria lives happily with her Polish Catholic family in the mountains of Poland – until war comes, the Germans 
invade and soldiers arrive in Maria’s town. Then her school closes, her Jewish friends disappear and Maria is sent 
to stay with her aunts in Warsaw, for safety.

But when Maria gets involved with the Polish Resistance helping Jewish families, she is arrested, imprisoned and 
sent to Auschwitz concentration camp….

This moving, inspirational true story of World War Two celebrates a young girl’s courage and determination to 
survive in terrible times, experiencing great cruelty but also surprising kindness.

Sales points:

• Based on the letters and memoirs of Maria Bryl, who was 14 when the war began – fact pages and photographs
of the real Maria included.

• Celebrates the bravery and determination of the Polish Resistance in WW2.

• Introduces the Jewish experience in the Warsaw Ghetto and Auschwitz concentration camp for a younger
readership.

• Presented in an accessible graphic novel format.

Helen Bate trained as an architect but has been writing and illustrating children’s books since 2014. She has a 
particular interest in, and knowledge of, Eastern Europe, and her graphic novels include Peter in Peril, the story of a 
young Jewish boy in Budapest, and The Lost Child of Chernobyl, an imaginative story of loss and reunion in the 
aftermath of the Chernobyl disaster.

mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
mailto:orders@macmillan.co.uk
mailto:sales@otterbarrybooks.com




Also from Helen Bate…

9781910959039 | PB | £8.99 9781913074715 | HB | £12.99



UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692  Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

Have You Seen a Bookworm?

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Annette Demetriou
A mixed heritage author passionate about writing picture books that address the 
everyday issues our children face. 
Contributor 1 Location: LONDON
Grace Sandford
Graduated with a degree in Illustration from The University of Lincoln in 2013 and has 
been working freelance in Publishing since then.
Contributor 2 Location: NORWICH

By (author) ANNETTE DEMETRIOU
Illustrated by GRACE SANDFORD

Pub Date: 14.01.2027
RRP: £7.99
Format: Paperback
ISBN:9781913339746 
Extent: 32pp
Dimensions: (245 x 245 mm) 
Interest Age: 2-5
Thema: YBCS2 -JUV047000 
Series: No
Themes: Books, Reading, 
Bookshops, Libraries, Family

Keynote - A manifestation of the magic that comes from books and stories, showing how 
any obstacle to reading can be easily overcome. 

Key Selling Points - Celebrates reading, bookshops, libraries, book clubs, social aspects 
of reading and how anyone in a family can come back to books. Positive portayal of 
‘bookworms’.

Main Description- A bookworm is a colourful companion that represents the incredible connection 
between a book and child’s imagination.  But what happens when a child, teenager or grown up falls 
out of love with reading?  Their treasured friend vanishes, or even glitches! But this book gives children 
all the clues to get their brilliant bookworms back! Along the way, readers will find that a love of books 
can open doors to friendship, confidence, and wonderful new worlds.





ADVANCED INFORMATION SHEET

A sensitive Christmas story of friendship and belonging, centered around 
the unbreakable bond between a boy and a bear - a classic in the making.

Due to his autism, Arctic-enthusiast 
Arthur does not like Christmas, the 

noise, the lights, and the crowds. 
He keeps his toy polar bear close, 

for security. After losing his precious 
bear and asking Father Christmas for 

a new one, he wakes up to find a 
REAL polar bear in his garden! Arthur 

names his new friend Björn and in 
spite of his best efforts to keep Björn 

cold and happy, realises that he 
needs to help his friend return to the 

Arctic, where he belongs. Time for  
some more Christmas magic . . .

By Samuel Langley-Swain
and Mirna Imamovic

i Fod
BJÖRN
Ble mae

ISBN:978-1-913339-73-9 | Picture Book | Paperback | Size: 220 x 300 mm 
Extent: 32pp | RRP £7.99 | Publication: 14.10.26

Sales & Marketing: Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd
Tel.: 020 7138 3650 E: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

Orders: Macmillan Distribution Limited, 
 Cromwell Place, International Business Park,  

Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8YJ 
Tel.: (+44) 1256 302692 | E: orders@macmillan.co.uk

 

A new, 
 Welsh 
edition!



ARTWORK PREVIEW

Sales & Marketing: Bounce Sales and Marketing Ltd
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Our Dreams
Fátima Ordinola

Pub Date: 28/01/2027
RRP: £7.99
Format: Paperback
ISBN: 9781836270270
Extent: 36 pages
Dimensions: 285 x 245 mm
Interest Age: 3 to 5 years

Cosy up and drift into the magical world of dreams with this soothing picture book, by 
the exceptional illustrator Fátima Ordinola, author of Our Love.

Drift off into dreamland in this beautifully illustrated bedtime story. From cuddling 
pandas to snuggling polar bears, lazy tigers to soft, woolly sheep, Our Dreams gently 
captures the cosy, restful moments shared between parent and child through the lens 
of the animal kingdom, and explores the magic and joy of dreaming.

Sales points:
• A heartwarming follow-up to the cherished Our Love
• The perfect bedtime story to inspire sweet dreams, offering comfort and

reassurance
• Features exquisitely soft watercolour illustrations
• Includes a beautiful double-page foldout surprise

Marketing and publicity:
• Pitching for reviews, features, interviews and Q&As
• An ambitious programme of author activity, including window illustrations and events

in store, in schools and at festivals
• Mailing to picture book and parenting content creators
• Social media content schedule including cover reveal, content teasers, collaborations

and pre-order push
• Support for bookshops with POS, including standees, sticker sheets and activities

Fátima Ordinola is a graphic designer and illustrator born in Peru and currently 
residing in Cambridge, UK. In 2023, she graduated from the Cambridge School of Art 
with a distinction in the MA Children’s Book Illustration programme. Her work has been 
recognised by the Bologna Children's Book Fair, The Batsford Prize, The Hamburger 
Bilderbuchpreis, and The Unpublished PictureBook Showcase. 

Post Wave UK Ltd., Runway East Bloomsbury 24-28 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2SN www.postwavepublishing.com
Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 

Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650

9781836270409
PB £7.99





Mermaid’s Big Feelings
Louise Tapson and Laura Hughes

Pub Date: 14/01/2027 
RRP: £12.99
Format: Hardback 
ISBN: 9781836271147 
Extent: 32 pages 
Dimensions: 285 x 245 mm 
Interest Age: 3 to 5 years

Join one little mermaid and her seahorse companion as she learns how to express her 
feelings through a kaleidoscope of colour in this special picture book all about big feelings.

From sadness and fear to hope and happiness, together little mermaid and her friends 
discover that people are made of many different colours – sometimes dark and sometimes 
bright. Because when you can’t find the words, all it takes is a friend who understands to be 
heard.

Sales points:
• Research has shown that colours can help little ones to identify and express feelings and

learn to process emotions healthily.
• Evergreen topic presented in a reassuring story that offers a gentle hug for all children

with big feelings.
• Times bestselling illustrator (over 850,000 TCM).

Marketing and publicity:
• Pitching for reviews, features, interviews and Q&As
• Louise and Laura will be available for joint events – both based in Sussex
• Laura is available for a window illustration for the right bookshop
• Social media content schedule including cover reveal, content teasers and pre-order push
• A beautiful suite of social media and downloadable assets, including quote cards and

activities

Louise Tapson is an exciting new picture book author who has a selection of picture books 
publishing soon. She lives in Sussex with her children.

Laura Hughes is an award-winning, best-selling illustrator of picture books for children. She 
has illustrated many titles including The Forgettery, Witch Cat and We’re Going on an Egg 
Hunt. There’s a Pig Up My Nose was the winner of Oscar’s Book Prize 2018. She lives in 
Sussex, UK. 

Post Wave UK Ltd., Runway East Bloomsbury 24-28 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2SN www.postwavepublishing.com
Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 

Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650





Our Islands

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Phoebe Roze is an illustrator from the Scottish Highlands, currently based in 
Edinburgh. Often looking towards the landscapes, nature and folklore of 
Scotland to inspire her, a sense of place and playfulness are important 
elements within her work. 

Since graduating with a first class honours in Illustration, Phoebe has worked 
with many interesting organisations, including The Folio Society, Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital and Dundee City Council. When she isn’t drawing, she can 
usually be found out cycling on her bike or with her nose in a good book. Our 
Islands is first author/illustrator book.

Written and illustrated by Phoebe Roze

Pub Date: 28/01/2027 
RRP: £8.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781836271734 
Extent: 40pp 
Dimensions: 285 x 245mm 
Interest Age: 3-5 
Thema: 5AC, YBCS, YFN 
Series: N/A
Themes: 
Animals, 
Friendship, 
Home

A tender story where friendship blossoms, warming the heart of a lonely bear who finds 
himself adrift beyond his island home.

Key Selling Points

- A picture book classic in the making – filled with warmth, wonder, and universal appeal for
readers of all ages

- Bear’s journey explores the balance between comfort and curiosity, resonating with young
readers ready to embrace adventure while cherishing home

- A fresh new voice in picture books, using a blend of textures and mediums to craft a warm, cosy
style inspired by Scottish and eastern European illustrators

- Work with Scottish booksellers to drive local sales harnessing local author

Main Description
Join Bear on this heart-warming adventure to discover if the path back home might bring the greatest 
of adventures and the truest of friendships.

UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
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Still
Katey Howes and Ashling Lindsay

Pub Date: 21/01/2027 
RRP: £12.99
Format: Hardback 
ISBN: 9781836271642 
Extent: 32 pages 
Dimensions: 285 x 245 mm 
Interest Age: 3 to 5 years

A heartfelt story of unconditional love and knowing that you are always connected to the ones 
that you love come what may.

A beautiful picture book that teaches little ones to never fear life’s ups and downs, and to know 
that there is always someone there for you, no matter how you are feeling. Still empowers 
children to be themselves and to understand that they are deserving of love just the way they 
are. 

Sales points:
• A beautiful picture book that teaches little ones to never fear life’s ups and downs
• A timeless classic that will be loved and passed down by the generations
• Evocative art with prize-winning potential
• Perfect for fans of No Matter What and The Invisible String

Marketing and publicity:
• Pitching for reviews, features, interviews and Q&As
• Ashling will be available in Ireland and potentially mainland UK for window illustrations and

limited events
• Social media schedule including cover reveal, content teasers and pre-order push
• A beautiful suite of social media and downloadable assets, including quote cards A multi-touch

trade awareness campaign, with illustrations in trade magazines, submission for BA catalogue
and limited early copies available for booksellers on request

Ashling Lindsay is an Irish artist from Belfast. She has been making picture books for eight years 
and has been included on some of the most prestigious award lists in the world. Ashling teaches 
illustration at Belfast School of Art and is a fluent Irish speaker.

Katey Howes was an award-winning picture book author and poet based in the USA who, very 
sadly, passed away in 2024 aged 47. She was passionate about raising kids who love to read, 
and about helping kids recognise that they are makers, inventors, and creators. 

Post Wave UK Ltd., Runway East Bloomsbury 24-28 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2SN www.postwavepublishing.com
Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 

Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650





When Night Sleeps
Meg Auchenbach

Pub Date: 21/01/2027 
RRP: £12.99
Format: Hardback 
ISBN:  9781836274483 
RRP: £7.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN:  9781836271628 
Extent: 32 pages 
Dimensions: 285 x 245 mm 
Interest Age: 3 to 5 years

A fresh, imaginative take on a bedtime story, When Night Sleeps reveals 
where Night cuddles up during the day.

When Night sleeps, does she wrap herself in a blanket of stars and tiptoe 
around, looking for a cozy place to settle in? Does she need a warm bath and 
ask to be snuggled in tight? Does she dream of beautiful and unknowable 
things?

In gentle, lyrical prose, When Night Sleeps imagines what happens to Night 
when her job is done and it's time to rest. 

Sales points:
• A fresh approach to a classic bedtime tale - perfect for cozying up with

before a restful night's sleep.
• A sweet and imaginative story that will help kids feel a little less afraid of

the dark.
• Beautiful, comforting art perfectly captures the quiet mood of this bedtime

story.

Meg Auchenbach has been writing and illustrating books since she was a 
little girl. Her author/illustrator debut, If You Are an Artist, is inspired by her 
former career as an elementary art teacher. Meg’s hope is to create stories 
that inspire magical thoughts and cultivate a sense of wonder. She lives in 
Eastern PA. 

Post Wave UK Ltd., Runway East Bloomsbury 24-28 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2SN www.postwavepublishing.com
Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 
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The Spark
Loïc Clément and Julien Arnal 

Pub Date: 28/01/2027
RRP: £8.99
Format: Paperback
ISBN: 9781836271222
Extent: 36 pages
Dimensions: 300 x 220 mm
Interest Age: 5 to 7 years

Meet Mabel, a tortoise who is terrified of the dark, and Merryglow, a kind-hearted firefly 
who brings friendship, warmth and a spark of hope when all seems lost in this 
heartwarming panelled picture book.

When darkness falls, Mabel the tortoise’s fears come alive. She could hide in her shell like her 
family, but she’s too afraid of the dark! With nowhere to hide, she spends her days fearing 
the night ahead. When she finally does fall asleep, she has terrible dreams of being locked in 
the darkness . . .

But when a kind-hearted firefly joins her for tea, he brings with him a spark of hope. He 
teaches her to be brave in the night, to embrace the darkness and safety of her shell and no 
longer be ashamed of her fears.

Sales points:
• Bridges the gap between picture books and middle grade. 
• The perfect book to encourage reluctant readers.
• A great aid in helping children overcome their own fears and worries.
• Stunning, vibrant illustrations by Loïc Clément bring these characters to life.
• Perfect for fans of Carles Porta's series, Tales from Hidden Valley.

Loïc Clement was born in 1981 in Bruges. He lives in Gironde. Writer of comics for adults 
and young people, and author of illustrated albums, Loïc is passionate about books.

Julien Arnal is an illustrator and 2D animator, born in the landscapes of the Central massif 
between mountains and plains. Through his illustrations and animations, he tends to pay 
homage to the poetry of these wild spaces.

Post Wave UK Ltd., Runway East Bloomsbury 24-28 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2SN www.postwavepublishing.com
Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 

Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650

9781836271376
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3+

Two Windmills

Author: Will Putnam | Illustrator: Charles Johnston

ISBN: 9781835554586

Pub date: 14 January 2027
Price: £7.99

Format: Full colour casebound hardback; 
Extent: 12pp

Additional Info: 5 pages with inset acetate and a
card torch on a ribbon
Dimensions: 206 x 206 mm

BIC Code: YBGT3

CBMC Code: A3J79
Age range: 3 to 5

Magic Torch Books Say 'goodnight' with this magical torch book series!

Author: Katie Button | Illustrator: Eleanor Lamb

ISBN: 9781835554586

Pub date: 14 January 2027

Price: £7.99

Format: Full colour casebound hardback; Extent: 
12pp

Additional Info: 5 pages with inset acetate and a 
card torch on a ribbon

Dimensions: 206 x 206 mm

BIC Code: YBGT3

CBMC Code: A3J79

Age range: 3 to 5

Author: Katie Button | Illustrator: Robin Baines

ISBN: 9781835556139

Pub date: 14 January 2027

Price: £7.99

Format: Full colour casebound hardback; Extent: 
12pp

Additional Info: 5 pages with inset acetate and a 
card torch on a ribbon

Dimensions: 206 x 206 mm

BIC Code: YBGT3

CBMC Code: A3J79

Age range: 3 to 5

Author: Katie Button | Illustrator: Robin Baines

ISBN: 9781835556146

Pub date: 14 January 2027

Price: £7.99

Format: Full colour casebound hardback; Extent: 12pp

Additional Info: 5 pages with inset acetate and a card 
torch on a ribbon

Dimensions: 206 x 206 mm

BIC Code: YBGT3

CBMC Code: A3J79

Age range: 3 to 5

• Simple illustrations and text are combined with a beautiful colour palette to create a perfect preschool
look.

• Interactive storytime - perfect for reluctant readers!
• Repetitive, rhyming text to help young children learn rhythm and tone.
• Clever windows throughout reveal hidden animals when the torch is inserted.
• Includes a handy ribbon to keep the magic torch attached to the book.
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Pub Date: 14/01/2027 
RRP: £6.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781835554821
 Extent: 30pp 
Dimensions: 280 x 216 mm 
Interest Age: 5 to 7 
Thema: YBGH 
Series: Shiny Sticker 
Activity Books 
Themes: Puzzle & Activity

Cute Pets
By Connie Isaacs

Illustrated by Bethany Carr

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Connie Isaacs
Connie loved books from as early as she can remember. Focusing on creative subjects both through 
formal education and many, many hours spent on her own creative hobbies, she now does what she 
loves for a living! Connie is the author of a wide range of children's titles, with the emphasis on fun 
always to the fore.

Bethany Carr
Bethany graduated with a degree in Graphic Design and Illustration from the University of Suffolk. 
She has created her own characters and worlds ever since she could pick up a pencil! As well as 
illustration, Bethany loves animals, adventures and collecting too many house plants.

9781835554760 
Paperback | £6.99 

9781835554784 
Paperback | £6.99 

COMP TITLES

Discover a world of cute pets with this fun-filled sticker activity book for children aged 5+.

150 colourful stickers: Complete pet scenes, finish activities and personalise favourite belongings with colourful 
stickers, including special shiny foil stickers.

Perfect for travel: The slim, portable format slips easily into a backpack or handbag, making it ideal for 
holidays, car journeys, restaurants, waiting rooms and rainy days.

Inside, kids will find spot-the-difference challenges, mazes, word searches and more, all designed for hours of 
super-cute fun. Use the stickers to complete the activities or decorate your notebooks, folders and favourite 
things with extra cuteness.



Tasty Trails 
Yummy, yummy in their tummies! Follow the 
trails to find out which cute pet gets which 
tasty treat. 

C 

Cute Coloring 
This hamster is hungry! Use your markers or 
crayons to color this cute scene and help the 
hamster eat his dinner! 

0 
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Pub Date: 14/01/2027 
RRP: £6.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781835554807
Extent: 30pp 
Dimensions: 280 x 216 mm 
Interest Age: 5 to 7 
Thema: YBGH 
Series: Shiny Sticker 
Activity Books 
Themes: Puzzle & Activity

Dinosaurs 
By Connie Isaacs

Illustrated by Bethany Carr

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Connie Isaacs
Connie loved books from as early as she can remember. Focusing on creative subjects both through 
formal education and many, many hours spent on her own creative hobbies, she now does what she 
loves for a living! Connie is the author of a wide range of children's titles, with the emphasis on fun 
always to the fore.

Bethany Carr
Bethany graduated with a degree in Graphic Design and Illustration from the University of Suffolk. 
She has created her own characters and worlds ever since she could pick up a pencil! As well as 
illustration, Bethany loves animals, adventures and collecting too many house plants.

9781835554760 
Paperback | £6.99 

9781787008380
Paperback | £6.99

COMP TITLES

Discover a world of adorable dinosaurs with this fun-filled sticker activity book for children aged 
5+.

150 colourful stickers: Complete dinosaur scenes, finish activities and personalise favourite belongings with 
colourful stickers, including special shiny foil stickers.

Perfect for travel: The slim, portable format slips easily into a backpack or handbag, making it ideal for 
holidays, car journeys, restaurants, waiting rooms and rainy days.

Inside, kids will find spot-the-difference challenges, mazes, word searches and more, all designed for hours of 
super-cute fun. Use the stickers to complete the activities or decorate your notebooks, folders and favourite 
things with extra cuteness.
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Pub Date: 14/01/2027 
RRP: £7.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781801058612 
Extent: 32pp 
Dimensions: 254 x 254 mm 
Interest Age: 3 to 5 
Thema: YBCS2 
Series: Picture Storybooks 
Themes: Friendship

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Yasmin Bond
Yasmin Bond studied art history at Cambridge University and the Courtauld Institute and combines 
working for a central London art gallery with her passions for writing and travel. Yasmin describes 
herself as a 'visual writer' and loves to work closely with illustrators to create perfect little worlds of 
picture book fiction for children to immerse themselves in.

Vicky Lommatzsch
Vicky's first love was always the magical world of drawing. As a grown-up, she side-stepped this to do 
a Master's degree in Linguistics, then three years of illustration at the Ghent Academy of Arts. Now, 
after shaking off what she calls the monster of 'Routine' that was hiding in the business world, she has 
returned to what she loves most, showing the magic she saw as a child to others.

9781801055871 
Paperback | £7.99 

COMP TITLES

A giggle-making story full of read-aloud rhyming fun for unicorn believers everywhere!

Spot the unicorn on each page and help the children on their journey.

A giggle-making story full of read-aloud rhyming fun for unicorn believers everywhere!

Vicky Lommatzsch was nominated for the Nottingham Children's Book Award 2023 for her illustrations for the 
picture book 'Black & White'.

Join this magical adventure as three daring explorers go on a hunt to find a real unicorn. With a hiding unicorn 
picture to spot throughout, help the three children as they encounter obstacles along the way, from tip-toeing 
past roaring lions, dashing past stomping elephants and dealing with cheeky monkeys. Will they ever find a real 
unicorn?

We're Going on a Unicorn Hunt!
By Yasmin Bond  
Illustrated by Vicky Lommatzsch 
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WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?
Susan Hayes is an award-winning, bestselling children’s author, editor and publisher, and former 
primary school teacher who is inspired by children’s imagination and curiosity. 

Christopher Lloyd is an award-winning author and editor of bestselling children’s non-fiction, 
whose books have sold over 1.5 million copies worldwide.

Dr Yijie Zhuang is a Professor of Chinese Archaeology and Geoarchaeology at University 
College London,

Terri Po is an acclaimed illustrator originally from Hong Kong who now lives and works in the 
Scottish Highlands, creating nature-inspired artwork for children’s books and beyond.

Mal Fisher is an illustrator with two decades of design experience who creates digital artwork for 
children’s books and magazines, covering topics from ancient inventions to space, alongside 
work for clients including UNICEF.

Genius Inventions from Ancient China
By Christopher Lloyd, Susan Hayes & Dr Yijie Zhuang 
Illustrated by Terri Po & Mal Fisher

Pub Date: 07/01/2027
RRP: £20.00
Format: Hardback
ISBN: 9781804662106
Extent: 192pp
Dimensions: 280 x 210mm
Interest Age: 8-12
Thema: YNTD, YNTG, YNHD, 
1QBFC
Series: N/A
Themes: 
History, Asia, 
Discovery

Journey into Ancient China and discover the inventions that have changed our world.

Key Selling Points
- Discover 40 incredible Ancient Chinese inventions while exploring the civilisation’s fascinating

history, from Neolithic times to the Qing Dynasty.
- Created in collaboration with expert Chinese consultants, who are featured at the end of each

chapter.
- Perfect for inquisitive young minds and those with an interest in STEAM subjects and how things

work.

Main Description
As you travel from neolithic times through the dynasties of imperial China, discover the origins of more than 
40 genius inventions that still shape our world today. With vivid illustrations, as well as contemporary 
photographs, timelines, maps and even quizzes, this book celebrates the awe-inspiring ingenuity of Ancient 
China, which has transformed the world as we know it, and continues to be part of our lives today.

UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
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Marketing & PR 
Free school resources and lessons plans.
Wide review mailing to nationals, education and book bloggers.
Chinese community outreach in the UK, including:
● Language learning centres
● UK Chinese Cultural Associations

Animated book trailer.
Influencer campaign to tie in with Chinese New Year in early February 2027.
Article, advertising and email to What on Earth! Magazine (circulation 
approx 11k).
“Guess the invention” carousel for Instagram. 
Short reels showing how ancient Chinese inventions are used in modern life.

Sales materials
Digital and printed blad (available).
List of museums featuring similar inventions across UK (available).
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The Thing with Zola

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Zibu Sithole is a journalist with more than ten years’ 
experience across television, radio, print and digital 
media; she has also ghostwritten numerous romance 
novels. The Thing with Zola is the first novel published 
under her own name.

Location: Johannesburg, South Africa

Zibu Sithole

Pub Date: 21/01/2027
RRP: £10.99
Format: Paperback
ISBN: 9781918228014
Extent: 264pp
Dimensions: 198 x 129
Interest Age: Adult
Thema: FRD
Series: Zola Romance Trilogy
Theme: Starting over, second 
chances

Keynote
A sharp, sexy Johannesburg-set romance about starting over when life, 
and love, don’t go to plan.

Main Description
After ten years in Germany, Zola is back in Johannesburg, heartbroken, unemployed and 
starting over. Romance is definitely not part of the plan, until irresistible Mbali walks into 
her life. But with his ex now Zola’s new boss, falling for him could complicate everything.

Key Selling Points
• Warm, witty romance about love, career setbacks and second chances.
• A fresh Johannesburg setting with contemporary South African energy.
• Launch title for Ankara Press’s new focus on commercial African fiction.

UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
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Nigerians Are Not Normal About Love

WHO’S BEHIND THE BOOK?

Ope Adedeji is an award-winning editor, writer and 
Miles Morland Scholar whose fiction has appeared in 
McSweeney’s Quarterly and The Republic. Daniel Orubo 
is Editor-in-Chief of Zikoko and an award-winning writer 
and editor of the queer Nigerian anthology Feel Good.

Location: London, UK & Nigeria

Ope Adedeji, Daniel Orubo (editors)

Pub Date: 21/01/2027 
RRP: £12.99
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9781918228120 
Extent: TBC
Dimensions: 198 x 129 
Interest Age: Adult 
Thema: FYB, FR
Theme: Love and modern 
relationships

Keynote
Real Nigerian love stories, reimagined by ten exciting writers into funny, messy 
and irresistible fiction.

Main Description
Drawn from Zikoko’s hugely popular Love Life interview series, ten Nigerian writers 
reimagine real stories of romance, longing, betrayal and devotion as fiction. From 
situationships and Detty December meet-cutes to marriage and long-distance love, this 
funny, tender collection captures modern love in all its messy glory.

Key Selling Points
• Inspired by real stories from Zikoko’s cult-favourite Love Life series.
• Ten exciting Nigerian writers explore modern love in all its messy glory.
• Perfectly timed for Valentine’s, with strong gifting and year-round appeal.

UK Distribution and Orders: Macmillan Distribution Services, Brunel Road, Houndmills, Basingstone, Hampshire, RG21 6XS. Tel: 01256 302 692 Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk
Sales and Marketing by Bounce Sales and Marketing, 320 City Road, London, EC1V 2NZ Tel: 0201383650 Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk
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Learn numbers and first words in this vibrant book full of rhyming text, fun characters 
and exciting touch-and-feel elements throughout!

Babies and toddlers will love joining in with you to read the catchy rhymes as they point out and 
count all the colourful things they can see. Fun prompts will get your child thinking and talking, 
while easy-to-read labels encourage a strong early learning foundation as you and your little one 
sound out the numbers and words together. 

And with irresistible touch-and-feel elements to engage the senses and encourage developing 
motor skills, little hands will be raring to flip through the sturdy pages themselves to find the next 
exciting texture!

Sales Points:

• A fun and accessible way to introduce numbers and first words to little ones and foster an 
early love of learning.

• Bright and bold graphics on every page alongside exciting tactile elements to capture young 
readers' attention and encourage learning through exploration and play.

Jonathan Litton has written numerous children's books in prose and verse. He loves using his 
science background to write about sea creatures, space and saving the planet but is also fond of 
penning stories about pirates, princesses and picnics. 

Fhiona Galloway has been a freelance illustrator for many years and has enjoyed illustrating for 
a wide base of clients, including many children's publishers, which she loves. She lives in the west 
of Scotland with her husband, daughter and giant schnauzer.

ISBN: 9781801049757  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £7.99
Format: CBB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 210 x 150mm
Extent: 10 pp.

My First Touch-and-Feel Book: 123

Written by Jonathan Litton
Illustrated by Fhiona Galloway

LITTLE TIGER

UK DISTRIBUTION AND ORDERS – Macmillan Distribution Limited 
Tel.: (+44) 1256 302692 | E: orders@macmillan.co.uk 

SALES & MARKETING – Bounce Sales & Marketing
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Discover and learn over 100 first words in this tactile board book, with playful 
rhyming text and touch-and-feel textures galore!

Brightly illustrated with bold, colourful graphics, each object is clearly labelled in an easy-to-
read format to encourage a strong early language foundation as your little one sounds out the 
words with you. Irresistible touch-and-feel elements on every spread will help develop motor 
skills and co-ordination - especially as little hands will be eager to flip through the sturdy pages 
themselves to find the next exciting texture!

Sales Points:

• A fun and accessible way to introduce 100 key first words to little ones and foster an early 
love of learning.

• Bright and bold graphics on every page alongside exciting tactile elements to capture 
young readers' attention and encourage learning through exploration and play.

Libby Walden lives in Surrey, England with her husband and their pickle of a Westie dog. She 
is a children's book author and editor who has written over 50 books for children (and read 
many, many more!). Her picture book, This is Owl, won the BookTrust Storytime Prize in 2020.

Fhiona Galloway has been a freelance illustrator for many years and has enjoyed illustrating 
for a wide base of clients, including many children's publishers, which she loves. She lives in the 
west of Scotland with her husband, daughter and giant schnauzer.

ISBN: 9781801049764  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £7.99
Format: CBB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 210 x 150mm
Extent: 10 pp.

My First Touch-and-Feel Book: 
First Words

Written by Libby Walden
Illustrated by Fhiona Galloway

LITTLE TIGER

UK DISTRIBUTION AND ORDERS – Macmillan Distribution Limited 
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Price:  £7.99
Format: CBB
Age:  1 to 3
Dims:  210x150mm
Extent: 10pp.

My First Touch and Feel Book

Written by Libby Walden  
Illustrated by Fhiona Galloway

Make learning fun! With textures galore to spark the senses and playful rhyming text to read 
together, this interactive board book is the perfect introduction to your child's early learning 

journey.

ISBN:      9781801049764 
Pub Date:  7 January 2027

ISBN:      9781801049757
Pub Date:  7 January 2027

ISBN:      9781807440022 
Pub Date:  4 March 2027

ISBN:      9781807440039
Pub Date:  4 March 2027

LITTLE TIGER



A 'cosy' and squishy-cute springtime board book by Becky Cas!

Cosy up with squishy parent and child pairs as they share sweet and loving sentiments. Peep 
through the pages and squish the soft-foam puffy characters - from newly hatched chicks 
and sleepy sheep to friendly frogs and snuggly bunnies - while enjoying playful puns 
throughout.

Sales Points:

• Featuring springtime animals for seasonal-adjacent promotion at Easter.
• With chunky die-cut pages and five tactile puffy pieces that are perfectly soft and

squishy.
• Hot on the tail of Cosy Corner and Squishmallows is this new touch-and-feel kawaii

series for the very young.
• Two more books to come!

Dee Costello is a children's book editor and writer living by the big, beautiful sea in 
Worthing, UK. At every opportunity she will try to smell pine trees, cycle, surf, laugh, make 
arty 'creations' with her two children, and read . . . out loud!

Becky Castañeda, also known as Becky Cas, is a children's book illustrator and author 
based in Switzerland. She started sharing her artwork online in 2018 and has since 
illustrated a number of children's books published around the world, bringing super cute 
characters to life with her love of kawaii styles and pastel colours. Becky has over 150,000 
followers on social media.

ISBN: 9781801049955  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: BB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 190 x 190mm
Extent: 14 pp.

NoBunny But You

Written by Dee Costello 
Illustrated by Becky Cas

LITTLE TIGER
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A playful read-aloud book, featuring a soft and noisy tail for little 
hands to grab and swish!

SWISH, SWISH goes Kitty's tail in this playful read-aloud book, packed full 
of feelings. Meet a kitty-cat who frowns when their whiskers get wet in 
the rain or when breakfast is late - but is cheered up by a sweet hug from 
a friend.

Sales Points:

• Includes a stuffed sensory tail with a texture and crinkly sound that
matches the story's sentiment.

• Cleverly touches on emotions for little ones, as well as the importance
of friendship.

• With a modern colour palette and black-line art by author-illustrator
Sam Lloyd.

Sam Lloyd is a multi-award winning author and illustrator from Brighton. 
Her board and picture books respectively won the Sainsbury’s Baby Book 
Award, the BookTrust Early Years Award for Best Pre-School Book, the 
Roald Dahl Funny Prize, and more. In 2008, she was Highly Commended in 
the Big Picture Campaign's Best New Illustrator Awards. 

ISBN: 9781801048224  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: CBB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 170 x 170mm
Extent: 12 pp.

Swishy Kitty

Written and illustrated by
Sam Lloyd

LITTLE TIGER
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Join beloved Cuddle Bug from the best-selling board book, You're My Little Cuddle 
Bug, in this adorable and giftable cloth book and teether.

Snuggle up with your little cuddle bug with this adorable cloth book, featuring super soft crinkly 
pages, a teether and a mirror. Full of bright colours, adorable characters, and simple labels, little 
ones will love the soft cloth and crinkly pages that create a tactile experience and stimulate the 
senses. The silicone teether and soft pages are perfect for little hands and add interactive play that 
sharpen motor skills and keep little ones entertained at home or on the go.

Sales Points:

• Soft, crinkly pages and teether provide a range of sensory experiences for babies.
• The perfect new baby gift!
• Attaches easily to the buggy, keeping baby entertained on the go.
• Includes a mirror on the final page, which supports baby's self-awareness, visual tracking skills

and their understanding of cause-and-effect.

Nicola Edwards lives with her husband and children in North London and spends her days 
writing and editing children's books. She has been nominated for the UKLA and Blue Peter Book 
awards and is a two-time Parenting Product Awards winner.

Natalie Marshall is an internationally published illustrator and author. Her unique illustrations 
can be found worldwide in books for children as well as on greeting cards and wrapping paper, 
baby nappies, mugs and packs of blueberries! Natalie lives near the beach in Melbourne, Australia.

ISBN: 9781838916374  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £10.99
Format: CB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 140 x 140mm
Extent: 6 pp.

My First Cloth Book: You’re My 
Little Cuddle Bug

Written by Nicola Edwards
Illustrated by Natalie Marshall

LITTLE TIGER
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Celebrate your little cuddle bug with this sweet and colourful rhyming board book and 
soft-toy set.

Meet Cuddle Bug, the adorable bug who is loved by children around the world. The first book in this 
bestselling series, You're My Little Cuddle Bug, pairs sweet illustrations by Natalie Marshall with gentle 
rhyming text by Nicola Edwards to capture the love between a parent and child. 

The addition of a beautiful soft-toy Cuddle Bug makes this the perfect gift.

Sales Points:

• The You're My Little . . . brand continues to go from strength to strength with over 13 million 
books sold worldwide.

• Chunky pages, peek-through holes and an adorable Cuddle Bug soft-toy create an engaging and 
hands-on experience for young readers.

• Adorable art, cute characters, and gentle rhyming text celebrate the love between a parent and 
child and have universal appeal. 

• The perfect gift for parents and children everywhere!

Nicola Edwards lives with her husband and children in North London and spends her days writing 
and editing children's books. She has been nominated for the UKLA and Blue Peter Book awards and 
is a two-time Parenting Product Awards winner.

Natalie Marshall is an internationally published illustrator and author. Her unique illustrations can 
be found worldwide in books for children as well as on greeting cards and wrapping paper, baby 
nappies, mugs and packs of blueberries! Natalie lives near the beach in Melbourne, Australia.

ISBN: 9781801049740  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £14.99
Format: BB and plush toy 
Dims: 70mm
Extent: 18 pp.
Age: 0 to 5 years

You're My Little Cuddle Bug Book 
and Toy Gift Set

Written by Nicola Edwards
Illustrated by Natalie Marshall

LITTLE TIGER
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Celebrate your little sweetheart with this adorable addition to the You're My Little 
. . . series!

Cuddle up with your little one to remind them how much you love them while you enjoy a 
cute cast of characters, from sugar cookies to teddy bears. With chunky pages for small hands, 
gentle rhyming text and die-cut parent and baby characters, this quick read is great for settling 
kids down to sleep, and a lovely reminder to caregivers to slow down and enjoy the precious 
moments with your little one.

Sales Points:

• The You're My Little . . . brand continues to go from strength to strength with over 13
million books sold worldwide.

• Chunky pages and peek-through holes create an engaging and accessible experience for
young readers.

• This addition to the series has universal appeal with adorable art and sweet terms of
endearment, celebrating love with its trademark rhyming text.

Nicola Edwards lives with her husband and children in North London and spends her days 
writing and editing children's books. She has been nominated for the UKLA and Blue Peter 
Book awards and is a two-time Parenting Product Awards winner.

Natalie Marshall is an internationally published illustrator and author. Her unique 
illustrations can be found worldwide in books for children as well as on greeting cards and 
wrapping paper, baby nappies, mugs and packs of blueberries! Natalie lives near the beach in 
Melbourne, Australia.

ISBN: 9781801049689  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: BB 
Dims: 190 x 190mm
Extent: 18 pp.
Age: 0 to 5 years

You're My Little Sweetheart

Written by Nicola Edwards
Illustrated by Natalie Marshall
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ISBN:  9781801049689
Pub Date: January 2027

ISBN:  9781838917333
Pub Date: 4 March 2027

New for 
2027

Price: £7.99
Format: BB
Age:1 to 3
Dims: 190 x 190 mm
Extent: 18 pp.

ISBN:  9781807440343 
Pub Date: 6 May 2027



Board Book with die-cuts & raised pieces • £7.99 • 190x190mm • 18pp 

Over 
14 million 
copies sold 
worldwide!

UK Sales 
increased 
by 51% in

 2025

LITTLE TIGER

9781848576520 9781838915704 9781838918460 9781838915896

9781848578715 9781848577152 9781838915537 9781838917746

9781838914417 9781838917685 9781838916695 9781838919498



A stunningly illustrated picture book where a community of forest 
animals comes together to rebuild after a storm and, in doing so, 
discovers the magic of belonging.

When a terrible storm tears through the forest, everything seems lost. Trees are 
toppled. Nests, nooks and burrows are destroyed. The animals are left with 
nothing but ruins. But then, a new home begins to grow - not an ordinary home, 
but one built from the efforts of every single animal in the forest. A home made 
not just of twigs and leaves, but of kindness, courage, and love.

Sales Points:

• Exquisite, detailed illustrations from award-winning author-illustrator Jessica 
Meserve.

• Told with a lyrical, accumulative rhyming text, inspired by the rhyme, 'The 
House That Jack Built'.

• A poignant, hopeful look at how communities can come together after tragedy 
to rebuild. 

• A child-friendly, all-too-timely portrait of a natural disaster, steeped in hope.

Jessica Meserve studied illustration at Edinburgh College of Art and worked in 
publishing as a children's book designer before pursuing a career as a children's 
author and illustrator. She lives with her family in England. 

ISBN: 9781801049979  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: PB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 280 x 245mm
Extent: 32 pp.

The Home That Love Built

Written and illustrated by
Jessica Meserve

LITTLE TIGER
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Rock and Roll are best friends - a dynamic duo, a perfect pair. But one day, life 
throws them a curveball: Ball, the dazzling new kid on the block.

So dazzling, in fact, that soon Rock and Roll are doing all they can to win Ball's attention. But 
can their friendship survive their games of one-upmanship?

Sales Points:
• The second book in the highly tipped Rock and Roll series.
• A story that grapples with the challenges of making new friends.
• Same visually impactful design.
• Full of joyful visual puns.

Marketing and Publicity:
• Social Media campaign to play up the introduction of a new friend to this iconic duo
• Ruby available for events and window painting.
• Significant digital advertising.

Ruby Amy Thompson spent almost a decade working in entertainment and comedy 
television at the BBC, before going back to school to study illustration - the best decision 
she ever made! When she isn't drawing rocks (or rolls), you'll probably find her 
enthusiastically batch-cooking, playing video games, or perusing local coffee shops with her 
fiancé, Lisa.

ISBN: 9781801049849  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: PB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 275 x 225mm
Extent: 36 pp.

New Ball on the Block

Written and illustrated by 
Ruby Amy Thompson 
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• An energetic read-aloud text from debut author Felicity Yeoh!
• Breathtaking artwork that takes inspiration from traditional Chinese painting.
• Featuring every animal in the Chinese Zodiac, brilliantly brought to life.
• Includes two spreads of end-matter to explain each dish featured in the story.

Marketing and Publicity:
• Social media campaign to coincide with Lunar New Year.
• Programme of bookshop/school events through to World Book Day.
• Extensive pre-publication mailing to influencers and booksellers.
• Partnership with Dim Sum restaurant to offer activity placements for children (TBC)
• Standees of Little Shu and Dragon and stickers available.
• Significant digital and print advertising.

Felicity Yeoh loves reading out loud, singing and playing the piano and ukulele. She has acted in 
the Cambridge Footlights, volunteered as a classroom reader and been a Foyle Young Poet of the 
Year.  Nowadays she works in the City.

Jasper Shaw is a freelance illustrator specialising in Chinese ink art and narrative-driven imagery. 
He has worked with major publishers and game companies for decades.

ISBN: 9781801049238  
Pub Date:  01 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: PB
Age: 0 to 5
Dims: 275 x 225mm
Extent: 36 pp.

Yum Yum Dim Sum

A magical and inspiring celebration of family, belonging and Chinese culture.

When Little Shu arrives for a dim sum lunch with all her relatives, it's a bit overwhelming! 
How will she fit into her busy, bustling family? But when her aunt whisks her away on a 
fantastical adventure, Little Shu makes a host of new friends who help her find her place.

Sales Points:

Written by Felicity Yeoh 
Illustrated By Jasper Shaw

LITTLE TIGER
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When Goat learns that the famous Caspian Capybara is looking for a new home and 
considering Harmony Farm, he tells the animals they'll need to put on an epic extravaganza.

From an epic banquet to a thrilling theatre experience, the animals have pulled out all the stops, but Caspian 
seems unimpressed by all the razzle dazzle. And things only get worse when the shiny new stage collapses. 
Goat and Rooster are convinced it is a work of sabotage - can they uncover the truth and convince Caspian 
that Harmony Farm is the G.O.A.T. farm?

Sales Points:

• A new graphic novel series for 6-9-year-olds transitioning from picture books, featuring a wide cast of 
characters and satisfyingly silly storylines.

• A series about not being afraid to try new things - even if you mess up along the way! 
• Jam-packed with fun, colourful art from Harry Briggs.

Karelle Tobias has always had an overactive imagination, so it's hardly a surprise that he's landed in the 
wonderful world of publishing. When he doesn't have his nose buried in a book, Karelle can be found 
obsessing over the latest horror flick. He was born and raised in West London.

Harry Briggs was raised in the California sunshine incessantly doodling. A graduate of Art Center College 
of Design, Harry has spent the better part of 30 years solving creative riddles for a spectrum of clients 
including American Greetings, Scholastic, McGraw-Hill, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, the LA Times, and the 
Washington Post. Harry doodles his days away in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.

ISBN: 9781788958820  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £7.99
Format: PB 
Dims: 210 x 152mm
Extent: 92 pp.
Age: 5 to 7 years

G.O.A.T 2: Capybara Chaos

Written by Karelle Tobias
Illustrated by Harry Briggs
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Maia's visions have warned that an old enemy is responsible for all the recent 
trouble in Westcombe - but who could it be and what do they have planned for 
the Star Friends this time?

The Star Friends are determined to uncover who is responsible for all the recent trouble in 
Westcombe, especially after Sita has an out-of-character outburst, and several residents 
become very argumentative. Then Maia has a vision warning that an old enemy is returning. 
Who could they be, what do they have planned and will the girls be able to stop them this 
time?

Sales Points:

• A series with magic and friendship at its heart.
• Perfect for animal lovers - what would your star animal be?
• Five appealing girls for readers to identify with, facing realistic friendship issues. 
• Gorgeous illustrations from Kim Barnes.
• Linda Chapman is the author of the hugely popular My Secret Unicorn series and has 

written for Rainbow Magic and Secret Kingdom. 

Linda Chapman is the best-selling author of over 200 books for 5 to 14-year-olds. She 
lives in Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire. Visit lindachapmanauthor.co.uk

Kim Barnes is a UK based illustrator with a first class degree in Illustration from the 
University of Lincoln. Kim lives on the Isle of Wight with her partner and two children.

ISBN: 9781788957700  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £7.99
Format: PB 
Dims: 210 x 152mm
Extent: 160 pp.
Age: 7 to 9 years

Star Friends: Disguise Surprise

Written by Linda Chapman
Illustrated by Kim Barnes
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Do you believe in 
magic? Join the star 
friends on a magical 
adventure…



• Holly Webb's books have sold over1.5 million UK trade copies!
• Set in and around two blocks of flats with their own community gardens, farm and allotments.
• Perfect for animal-loving children.
• For fans of Unicorn Academy, Star Friends and Lizzie & Lucky

Marketing and Publicity:
• Schools Tour
• Significant digital advertising

Holly Webb is one of Britain's best-loved children's writers. She has written over a hundred books for 
children and her work has been translated into over thirty languages. Holly lives in Tilehurst, just outside 
of Reading, Berkshire. Visit www.holly-webb.com or @HollyKateWebb.

Elena is an Italian illustrator and character designer, who studied Entertainment Design at the NEMO 
Academy of Digital Arts in Florence. Growing up in the Italian art scene, she has drawn for as long as 
she can remember and she has always known that this would be her future. Her greatest passion, 
however, has always been children's illustration.

ISBN: 9781788957496  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £7.99
Format: PB 
Dims: 210 x 152mm
Extent: 160 pp.
Age: 7 to 9 years

Purrfect Magic: The Marigold Cat
The first book in a magical new animal series from best-selling author Holly 
Webb, with beautiful black and white illustrations.

When Ella meets Zoey and Iris in the gardens of Marigold Buildings their friendship blossoms when 
they discover a gorgeous stripey ginger cat. The girls can tell that the cat is special - magical even, with 
his sparkling green eyes and shimmering whiskers. And when he talks, they know for certain!

But just as life at Marigold Buildings seems perfect, Ella and her friends receive some terrible news. Can 
Goldie work his magic and come to the rescue?

Sales Points:

Written by Holly Webb
Illustrated by Elena Napoli 
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Price: £7.99
Format: PB
Age: 6 to 9

Dims: 198 x 129mm
Extent: 160pp.

Purrfect Magic

Written by Holly Webb
Illustrated by Elena Napoli

LITTLE TIGER

A magical new animal series from best-selling author Holly Webb, with beautiful black and white 
illustrations, perfect for fans of Unicorn Academy, Star Friends and Lizzie & Lucky. 

ISBN:  9781788957496
Pub Date: 7 January 2027

ISBN:  9781788958691
Pub Date: 3 June 2027
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Explore the power of feelings with this beautiful poetry anthology which 
celebrates the many ways we experience emotions.

This beautiful collection of poetry celebrates all the different emotions we 
experience. From feelings of uncontainable excitement and inexplicable sadness to the 
electricity which surges from anger and pride, the poems in this anthology perfectly 
put into words all the different things we feel in our hearts.

Featuring poems from John Agard, Joseph Coelho, Nikita Gill, Jay Hulme, Kate 
Wakeling and more! 

Sales Points:

• Poetry includes modern favourites and newly commissioned pieces from a wide 
range of authors to celebrate a diversity of voices and perspectives.

• Illustrations from four different illustrators create a vibrant and varied book with 
strong gift appeal.

• The poetry covers the huge spectrum of emotions that we can feel and 
encourages readers to celebrate and understand them all.

ISBN: 9781801049535  
Pub Date:  07 January 2027
Price: £8.99
Format: PB 
Dims: 250 x 210mm
Extent: 48 pp.
Age: 7 to 9 years

My Heart is a Poem

Written and illustrated by 
Various Authors
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HELLO ANT
Hello Ant invites children into the bustling world beneath 
their feet. Told from an ant’s point of view, the story follows 
its unexpected journey back to its colony after being 
sneezed out by an anteater. 

Along the way, the ant meets a wide range of ant species, each 
with its own clever adaptations, behaviours, and ways of surviving 
in the natural world. Readers will discover how ants thrive in their 
habitats, from communicating and working together to defending 
from predators and hunting their own prey, there are so many 
amazing things to uncover about the world of ants. 

Each scientific fact is woven into a gentle, humorous, character-
led narrative, turning learning into an engaging adventure.

Sales points:

• Vibrant illustrations – perfect at home or at school!
• Engaging non-fiction narrative makes insect science

accessible and relatable.
• Explains how ants thrive in different environments and interact

with predators and prey.
• Encourages curiosity about insects, biodiversity and the

natural world.
• Collectible series appeal!

HELLO

HELLO

Distributed by: Central Books Ltd
50 Freshwater Road, London, RM8 1RX. Tel: 02085 258 800

Copyright © 2027 Hungry Tomato Ltd
Truro, Cornwall, UK T: +44 (0) 1872 242246

Orders to: Bounce Sales and Marketing
Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)207 138 365

OTHER TITLES IN THE SERIES:
• Hello Egg
• Hello Robot
• Hello Volcano

Written by Rex Luther

Cornwall-based writer Rex Luther, a 
Journalism & Creative Writing 

graduate of Falmouth University, was 
first inspired by one unforgettable 

family storyteller. Today, Luther writes 
children’s non-fiction that brings truth 

to life with the same warmth and 
wonder.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
Author: Rex Luther
Illustrator: Cova Sandes 
Format: 225x225mm. Paperback 
Extent: 32pp
Pub Date: January 2027 
Retail Price: £7.99 
ISBN: 9781835697948
Age: 5 to 7 years
BISAC: JNF003120, JNF051100
THEMA: YNNL, YNNB
Bookshelf Position: Science/Nature; Nonfiction

mailto:sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk


HELLO EGG
Hello Egg invites children into the hidden world inside 
an egg. Told from the egg’s point of view, the story 
follows its journey to predict what it might hatch into. 

Along the way, the egg introduces readers to the amazing 
variety of animals that begin life inside eggs, from turtles, 
platypus, and frogs to sharks, butterflies, and birds. Children 
learn how shells protect growing animals, why eggs come in 
different shapes and sizes, and how animals develop before 
hatching. Each fact is woven into a gentle, humorous, 
character-led narrative, making learning feel like a story 
rather than a lesson – but remain just as informative.

Sales points:

• Vibrant illustrations – perfect at home or at school!
• Engaging non-fiction narrative makes biology

accessible and relatable.
• Explains how animals grow and hatch from eggs.
• Encourages curiosity about animals, the breadth of the

animal kingdom and how life begins.
• Collectible series appeal!

HELLO

HELLO

Distributed by: Central Books Ltd
50 Freshwater Road, London, RM8 1RX. Tel: 02085 258 800

Copyright © 2027 Hungry Tomato Ltd
Truro, Cornwall, UK T: +44 (0) 1872 242246

Orders to: Bounce Sales and Marketing
Email: sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)207 138 365

OTHER TITLES IN THE SERIES:
• Hello Ant
• Hello Robot
• Hello Volcano

Written by Rex Luther

Cornwall-based writer Rex Luther, a 
Journalism & Creative Writing 

graduate of Falmouth University, was 
first inspired by one unforgettable 

family storyteller. Today, Luther writes 
children’s non-fiction that brings truth 

to life with the same warmth and 
wonder.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
Author: Rex Luther
Illustrator: Gemma Steward 
Format: 225x225mm. Paperback 
Extent: 32pp
Pub Date: January 2027 
Retail Price: £7.99 
ISBN: 9781835697924
Age: 5 to 7 years
BISAC: JNF003000, JNF003030, JNF003190, 
JNF003120, JNF003330
THEMA: YNN, YNNC, YNNB
Bookshelf Position: Science/Nature; Nonfiction
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HELLO ROBOT
Hello Robot invites children into the exciting world of 
machines and technology. Told from the robot’s point of 
view, the story follows its journey as it tries to discover 
what it was built to do. 

Along the way, the robot meets a fascinating range of machines 
— from robots cleaning homes and helping doctors to others 
exploring the deep ocean and distant planets. Each meeting 
shows how robots perform specific tasks and help people solve 
problems. Facts about robotics, technology, and engineering are 
woven into a gentle, humorous, character-led narrative, helping 
children understand how machines are created, how they 
function, and how they are helping shape the world around us.

Sales points:

• Vibrant illustrations – perfect at home or at school!
• Engaging non-fiction narrative makes science accessible

and relatable.
• Introduces the basics of robotics and engineering.
• Explore the many ways robots are used in science,

exploration and everyday life!
• Encourages curiosity about technology, innovation and

design.
• Collectible series appeal!

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
Author: Rex Luther
Illustrator: Louis Vettese 
Format: 225x225mm. Paperback 
Extent: 32pp
Pub Date: January 2027 
Retail Price: £7.99 
ISBN: 9781835697955
Age: 5 to 7 years
BISAC: JNF061020, JNF061010
THEMA: YNTC
Bookshelf Position: Science/Nature; Nonfiction
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Distributed by: Central Books Ltd
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Truro, Cornwall, UK T: +44 (0) 1872 242246

Orders to: Bounce Sales and Marketing
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OTHER TITLES IN THE SERIES:
• Hello Ant
• Hello Egg
• Hello Volcano

Written by Rex Luther

Cornwall-based writer Rex Luther, a 
Journalism & Creative Writing 

graduate of Falmouth University, was 
first inspired by one unforgettable 

family storyteller. Today, Luther writes 
children’s non-fiction that brings truth 

to life with the same warmth and 
wonder.
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HELLO VOLCANO
Hello Volcano invites children on an exciting journey 
deep into Earth’s changing landscapes.

Told from a rock’s point of view, the story follows its shape-
shifting adventure from molten lava exploding as part of a 
volcanic eruption to cooled pebble exploring the world and 
trying to understand the forces that shape our planet. 

Children learn how rocks change form and move around the 
planet, how heat and pressure deep inside Earth create 
molten rock, and how volcanoes form and interact with the 
world around them. Each scientific idea is woven into a 
gentle, humorous, character-led narrative, helping young 
readers understand the powerful processes that shape Earth.

Sales points:

• Vibrant illustrations – perfect at home or at school!
• Engaging non-fiction narrative makes Earth science

accessible and relatable.
• Explains the rock cycle and how volcanoes form and

erupt.
• Encourages curiosity about our changing planet.
• Collectible series appeal!
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Distributed by: Central Books Ltd
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Orders to: Bounce Sales and Marketing
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OTHER TITLES IN THE SERIES:
• Hello Ant
• Hello Egg
• Hello Robot

Written by Rex Luther

Cornwall-based writer Rex Luther, a 
Journalism & Creative Writing 

graduate of Falmouth University, was 
first inspired by one unforgettable 

family storyteller. Today, Luther writes 
children’s non-fiction that brings truth 

to life with the same warmth and 
wonder.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
Author: Rex Luther
Illustrator: Lana Azore
Format: 225x225mm. Paperback
Extent: 32pp
Pub Date: January 2027 
Retail Price: £7.99 
ISBN: 9781835697931
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	01 January Tapper Watson and the River of Fire (Draft).pdf
	01 January Together (Draft).pdf
	ADULT NON FICTION
	THE  AUTHOR
	TOGETHER
	MURPHY’S SKETCHES
	THE BOOK
	A beautiful celebration of the invisible threads that connect us all.
	From the creator of All of My Days comes a tender new collection of poetry and illustrations dedicated to the bonds that shape our lives. While our individual journeys are unique, we are never truly walking alone.
	Together explores the full spectrum of human connection through heartwarming sketches and evocative verse. This collection honours the quiet comfort of lifelong friendships, the grounding strength of community, the unconditional warmth of family, and the transformative power of love.
	Whether you are celebrating a lifelong partner, finding solace in community, or reflecting on the people who make the world feel a little safer, this book is a gentle reminder of the magic found in shared moments.
	Perfect for gifting to a loved one or keeping close to your own heart, Together is a sanctuary of warmth, belonging, and love in all its beautiful forms.

	KEY SALES POINTS:
	High Giftability: Drives seasonal and impulse sales for Valentine’s Day, anniversaries, and birthdays.
	Built-in Audience: Capitalises on the existing fan base. 825k followers on insta.
	Visual Counter Appeal: Eyecatching sketches make it perfect for prominent front-of-store displays.
	Broad Demographic: Appeals to poetry lovers, art fans, and general gift buyers.
	Cross Sell-in Value: Companion picture book, Love Is. Perfect for ‘a book for me, and a book for you’.
	Facebook: @foxandinkbooks X: @foxandinkbooks Instagram: @foxandinkbooks www.foxandinkbooks.com




	01 January Love is... (Draft).pdf
	EARLY YEARS
	DRAFT
	THE  AUTHOR

	LOVE IS
	Kerri Cunningham, also known as Murphy’s Sketches, is a Sunday Times bestselling author and artist from Preston, Lancashire. She lives in a small village with her husband and three children.
	A lifelong lover of drawing and storytelling, Kerri studied Fine Art at the University of Lancashire before turning her creativity into a career. Through her much-loved platform, Murphy’s Sketches, she shares heartfelt illustrations and writing that bring moments of warmth and joy to thousands each day.
	She is also the host of the podcast A Moment with Murphy, where she reflects on motherhood and everyday life with honesty and humour.
	MURPHY’S SKETCHES
	THE BOOK
	A beautiful, heartwarming celebration of parenting.
	From the Sunday Times Bestelling author, Murphy’s Sketches, comes a tender picture book that captures the quiet, profound moments of unconditional love.
	Love isn't just found in grand gestures. It is woven into the very fabric of our daily routines. It lives in the early mornings, the sleepless nights, and the extra bedtime stories read when you are completely shattered. It is found in slowing down to live at a child’s pace, stopping to feed the ducks, listen to the birds, and smell the flowers.
	Featuring gentle text and evocative illustrations, Love Is reminds us that the smallest acts of patience and care are often the biggest expressions of the heart. From cutting off sandwich crusts and wiping away tears to holding hands and never being the first to let go, this book is a love letter to the beautiful, exhausting, and rewarding journey of growing up together.

	The perfect gift for new parents, baby showers, or comforting bedtime reading.

	KEY SALES POINTS
	Built-in Audience: Capitalises on the existing fan base. 825k followers on insta.
	Premium Gift Market Fit: Structured as the quintessential gift book for major retail milestones, including baby showers, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and new parents.
	Cross Sell-in Value: Companion gift book, Together. Perfect for ‘a book for me, and a book for you’.
	Facebook: @foxandinkbooks X: @foxandinkbooks Instagram: @foxandinkbooks www.foxandinkbooks.com

	EARLY YEARS

	LOVE IS
	KERRI CUNNINGHAM
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	01 January The Sea Guardians (Draft).pdf
	YOUNG ADULT
	THE SEA GUARDIANS
	THE  AUTHOR
	GABRIELA HOUSTON
	Gabriela Houston is a Polish artist and Writer. She came to the UK at 19 to follow her passion for literature and she completed her undergraduate and Masters degrees at Royal Holloway, University of London.
	After her studies she worked in publishing for a few years. She now lives with her family in Harrow, where she pursues her life-long passion for making stuff up. She is the author of two Slavic-folklore-inspired novels for adults The Second Bell and The Bone Roots and of a Slavic-Inspired upper MG duology (ages 9+),The Wind Child , and The Storm Child (Fox & Ink Books). The Sea Guardians is her first YA novel.


	THE BOOK
	Forced to live a lie. Fighting for her truth.
	In the seaside town of Zamory, vengeful drowned spirits lure fish to shore with their haunting songs … but they also lure men to their deaths.
	Emrik has spent her life hiding. Raised as a boy to inherit a lighthouse, she dreams of a world bigger than her home. So when she meets a sea guardian who promises to help her find freedom, she doesn’t hesitate to follow him.
	But in Zamory, magic and the sea are not for girls. Emrik’s defiance could cost her everything.
	When the truth comes to light, will the monsters stay beneath the surface?


	KEY SALES POINTS
	High-Stakes Slavic Folklore: Features the Vodyanoi, terrifying drowned spirits from Slavic mythology with atmospheric coastal setting.
	Compelling Identity & Gender Tropes: A girl raised as a boy to inherit a lighthouse must flee a forced marriage when her identity is exposed.
	Fast-Paced Survival Narrative: Emrik must defy fate and break family ties in a high-adrenaline escape.
	Facebook: @foxandinkbooks X: @foxandinkbooks Instagram: @foxandinkbooks www.foxandinkbooks.com
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	Slide 1: Nigerians Are Not Normal About Love by Daniel Orubo, Ope Adedeji

	01 Janaury Together.pdf
	ADULT NON FICTION
	THE  AUTHOR
	TOGETHER
	MURPHY’S SKETCHES
	THE BOOK
	A beautiful celebration of the invisible threads that connect us all.
	From the creator of All of My Days comes a tender new collection of poetry and illustrations dedicated to the bonds that shape our lives. While our individual journeys are unique, we are never truly walking alone.
	Together explores the full spectrum of human connection through heartwarming sketches and evocative verse. This collection honours the quiet comfort of lifelong friendships, the grounding strength of community, the unconditional warmth of family, and the transformative power of love.
	Whether you are celebrating a lifelong partner, finding solace in community, or reflecting on the people who make the world feel a little safer, this book is a gentle reminder of the magic found in shared moments.
	Perfect for gifting to a loved one or keeping close to your own heart, Together is a sanctuary of warmth, belonging, and love in all its beautiful forms.

	KEY SALES POINTS:
	High Giftability: Drives seasonal and impulse sales for Valentine’s Day, anniversaries, and birthdays.
	Built-in Audience: Capitalises on the existing fan base. 827k followers on insta.
	Visual Counter Appeal: Eyecatching sketches make it perfect for prominent front-of-store displays.
	Broad Demographic: Appeals to poetry lovers, art fans, and general gift buyers.
	Cross Sell-in Value: Companion picture book, Love Is. Perfect for ‘a book for me, and a book for you’.
	Facebook: @foxandinkbooks X: @foxandinkbooks Instagram: @foxandinkbooks www.foxandinkbooks.com
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